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_. INPRODUCTION 
The study 


‘Purpose 

Since development of personal potentialities for social 
and economic adequacy furthers the public good, it was ‘hot 
to esoteric concern’ of @ minority group that this study was 
devoted. Rather wae it intended that, for the most part, 
factors common in the experience of a11 be observed in their 
operations within the selected group. It was realized 
that any uehs tiention in the working, of these factors which 
seened indicated as beneficial to the few, would accrue, 
Sooner or later, to the tenefit of all. 

“"“atty these largér considerations in mind, the specific 
purpose of the study was to determine ‘in so far as interview 
material made possible, what the social and economic status 
of former students of the Nebraska $éhdol for. the lind was, 
to the end that: 
| 1. The role of education in the life adjustment of 

these students be determined. 
&- ‘The purpose, nature and adequacy of their train- 
ing be evaluated. | 
o», Any change which might 8 SGI Indjeated in the 
present traininy program, ve peecuiinih nt 
—* Emphagis upon education as the focus of Anterest, was 
‘arbitrary. It was not, however, placed at random. Voca- 
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tional education, while Inportant to the sighted, lis even 
more 80 to the visually Mandioapned; Louise “4lber writes 


; inv Vooutions for the Visual Handices g 


"In the writer's opinion, the vocational edueation of 
the blind ia important for several reasons. in the 

~lerfitset place, the majority of the blind are from poor 
families. A large number of them are from broken homes, 
and, when they leave school, it becomes necessary for 
them to support themselves or to depend upon charity 

oo -for théir maintenances few ot the parents of the blind 
are able to leave them & substantial inheritance. 

e+) Those who are willing: and able to support their 
visually handicapped children, cannot be aeeures of 
as long a life as their offspring ."} 


“ies “rprnn 5668 vooa tional training of the visually 
oa Ml pip as "a possible solution for etneowtan inevitable 
pauper ization and indolence after uraduation". 2 

Blind children, Like sighted OOS » differ in capacities. 
oa was not, therefore, the intention of this atudy to attompt 
an evaluation of the educational program per se 3¢, but rather 


te consider its usefulness to individual students as their 


lite a Nelle sgpr nade donands upon its adequacy. 


Scope 
former students of the Nebraska Sehool for the Blind, 


residing in Douglas and Lancastor Counties, Nebraska, 1941, 


were interviewed for this study. the intention to limit the 


1 Wilber, Louise, Vocations for the Visually Handicapped, 
American foundation for t >» New York, O73 ppe 67-8. 
2 Ibid., p. G0. | 


\ 


A eve « al  Doddigte odd of dnastoqs 
sodtne notte eatvol 


yiteverr ot to. 1, sala feaott ' 

efdadtvent ‘eutevedse to. ‘aotiutoe,etétaeea a” ae, : 75 
es “s“goltavbery tedie eoaeloont bas notteas ar aes a 

.eettioagas mi BOLI .eage: beddale oaet HOPPE LA DET os 

tquedta ot. wha ‘aids ie. gottneaat, ocd gM BP NN T° POR MEE, 


go oe 


to.itex dud 128 29g. aartgoxg fans soube OE, , te, Ps | 
whodd 44 etaobuse Cavbivibat of evoutvtoay ry oot gf’ : 
_s[esupeba edt aogu ebuaned oben eoneteegne out wit 

‘ a) 

, me mg Wen 


eG; 


Satta edd at foddod sluardon dt "Id sitnesite 670% a Re 
{00 ,wleatdet ,soltagod xodaeodal tae balgued at yorblees : 
eid Siwif 64 nolthesat sar’ veey nig” 464 bowetriosnt onal 


x4 


study to students in Lancaster County was abandoned when 

it was found that an insufficient number now resided in 
that county to allow for an adequate’ sampling. Douglas 
County, having the largest blind population in Nebraska and 
being most accessible, was chosen as a source of additional 
material. eG " : 

ry an endeavor wag made to locate every person shown by the 
records of the Nebraska School for the blind to have regis- 
tered from Douglas and lancaster Counties from 1875 when 

the school was established by law’ te 1941. Forty persons, 
twenty from each county, were interviewed. Of these, eight 
had moved to Lancaster County subsequent to entering the 
School, and were not, therefore, included on the Sehool 
liste. 

Of those interviewed, twenty-two wore women, eixhteen, 
mone The ages ranged from thirteen to sixty-seven. The 
first of this group to enter the School was admitted in 
1890; the lest left it in 193%. the amount of time spent 
in the Sehool varied from six days to sixteen years. 

Of the one hundred and twenty-two persons enrolled in 
the School from Douglas County, 1675-1041, fifty-eight were 


accounted for as shown in TABLE I. 


3 Session laws of Nebraska, 1875; pp. 149-154. 
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TABLE I 
ACCOUNT OF FIPTY-BIGHT FORMER PUPILS OF THE 
- NEBRASKA SCHOOL, POR THE BIAND, RESLDENT ID 
DOUGLAS COUNTY AT TIM OF ADMISSION TO SCHOOL 
‘4 AND) LOCATED 1041. 


§ 


Total inter- Deceased Moved in School Otherwiee 
Number viewed from State 1941 Accounted 
Gaoeatedss souls wo? Lf Or County oben ote pa for 


HUBS Gory! BO pe 11 le 2@ ry bdo wv 


Thirty of the fifty-seven pupils registered as from 

lancaster County were accounted for as shown in TABLA Il. 
‘PARIB II 

ACCOUNT GF THIRTY PORRER PUPILS OF NEBRASKA SCHOOL 


VO THE BLIND RESIDENT IN LANOASTEh COUNTY AY TLM# 
OF ADKISSION AND LOCATED 1941 


Total inter- : Deceased Moved in School Ctherwise 
located viewed . . Y bi from State 1941 Located 
30° 12 3 , 2 6 


It is reasonable to suppose that over the period of 


sixty-six years, many of those unaccounted for, had died. 


Method 
This study was conducted by means of personal inter- 


views in'which a schedule was used covering inquiry about 
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xiii 
each pupil before, during and after school attendance.* 
; _ BY going to the School, complete lists of pupils from 
Dowglas — Lancaster onere 5 1876-1941, were pees 204 
At least one call was gee on all persons hose eurrent 
addresses were available, | as wort as upon the majority whose 
addrdanee could not ve verified. The attempts to locate 
and interview (hed ppg for this study, were beset with diffi-~ 
culties. Addresses given An the School reeords ag of the 
dave of admission were wae useful in Locating the students. 
Cells made at these addresses proved fruitless and time- 
consuming , especially wien raped routes and small oute-lying 
towns were involved. | 
hens additional addresses wers obtained from the survey 
of the blind mad in 1937 under the direction of the Depart- 
ment of Assistance lor ohi1d welfare by ‘da Ly groups through- 
i a the counties. The vane of that list for purposes of 
this etudy WAS “somewhat curtailed by ‘the fact that from 
1937 to Raspbe several oor ene had moved and addresses had 
to be ~aprapest Pp Permission was given by the board of 
Control for the vepartment of State Assistance and Chile 
Welfare to check the School list with Blind Assistance lists 
in order that further addresses be available. Officers of 
the Nebraska and Gua be | gq bpriokahgpne of the blind as well as 
several former students of ‘the School ahd pe in locating 
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others. Gity and telephone directories wers checked in 


Omaha and Lincola for further verification. tHeside one 
hundred and twenty-one personal calls in Omaha, Lincoin, 
Hallam, Hoca, Malcolm and bagle, seventy telephone calls 
wise.mede in Gmaha and thirty in Lincoln in an attempt to 
locate more persons through those of the same or similar 
“names listed in eity or telephone directories. 

Once located, some of the pupils hesitated to answer 
questions or evinced resistance to the study fieasons 
given for,reluctance in cooperating, included: fear that 
Blind Assistance might be discontinued, apprehension lest 
eooperation might antagonize the administration of the 
School and preclude assistance it might at some time render 
them in locating employment, # feeliny that this was 
"another study” of akin no practical use would be made, 
unwillingness to be considered "plind” either because 
that reality had not been faced » because of personal 
philosophies considered by them to be at variance with 
those generally attributed to “the blind". 

A few partially sighted persons oxpressec the fear that 
their names might be used and persons hitherto unaware of 
their visual defect or its extent, thereafter consider them 
unemployable. In some instances, parsnts, olinging to @ 
notion that blindness is a disgrace, inhibited or con- 
eluded the interview. other parents were inclined to answer 


questions for grown gons or daughters. Some subjects, will- 
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ing to cooperate in the study as a whole, blocked on 
certain questions, particularly those relating to economie 
status. 

On the other hand, there was much helpful cooperation. 
Purthermore the very resistances gacountnn er nade signiti- 
cant, contributions fo the fares pe adie es 

Space has been devoted peiotiy Wh che Nebraska School 
for the blind itself, that its purpose, dati shes and pro- 
gram might be in mind in relation to the analysis of inter-~ 
view material. 

The findings of the study are here grouped in three 
sections as indicated in the schedule: pre-school, school 
and post-school periods. ‘The emphasia is on the third 
period, with the other two considered in relation to it. 
Consideration of the actual and potential contribution of 
the Nebraska School pt the Blind toward enabling its 
students to become “self-sustaining and useful oitizens"” 


and recommendations pertaining thereto, conclude this thesis. 


5 Purposes of the School as set forth in Statutes of 
Heobraska, O. 22, ‘Pp. sev * 
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_ CHAPTER I 


“statutory | History of the Nebraska Sonpa?. Ser the Blind 
°° OPW 1878, after the apparent failure of « bill "to open 
Yort Keerney military reservation to presmpters at double 
‘price and use the proceeds ‘to erect a blind asylum" ,* the 
Yeeistature, through the efforts of Samuel] Hacon, passed 
‘an Act to erect and naintafn an institution for the blind 
at Nebraska’ onty .” at 

The Act of 1875 provided that the oitisens of Nebraska 
City pay Over "to the Board of Trustees of the fretitutyon 
for the blind, ‘property or money to the amount of 15,000. 
The trustees were then to locate the institution on # tract 
of not less then ten ecres of land and not more than a mile 
‘trom Phe Wand nduee wt Nebraska Oity.s The state appropri- 
ation for the Institution was $10,000. 

The Board of triiet ode eonsisted of six members, slected 
by thé legislature in joint convention and serving a six-year 
rotating terms, They served without pay except for expenses 
dnourred in attending quarterly and annual meetings of the 
board, ‘The trustees had ‘general ‘supérvision of the insti- 
tution, adopted rules for ite government, provided teachers, 


servants and other necessitiss for the institution and fixed 


. ? Vol. Ly De 15. 
ion ask Ppe 1492184. ° No stetu- 
BL other. th E Thetituht on for the blind" was 
_@iven at this time, ‘In 1897 (Session Laws, Nebraska, 1897, 
PPe Slee Cae the name! "Inetitute for the olind" wes used. 
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the salaries of officers and employees. The principal of 


the institution was responsible to the trustees for the 


’ performance of his duties. 


According to the ovigihs % Act of 1875, there waa to 
ve xbaua lif appropriated the um of $2,000 to cover 
salaries of et matron, steward, teachers and other 
euployees ‘and to meet the expense of furniture, books, maps 
and other necessities. Out of the state treasury, by moans 
of warrants ‘drawn on the temporary school fund, current 
enpenses were met to an ye not exceading forty dollars 
quarterly for each rh 

The prineipal was required’ to make ahnual reports to the 
governor, ineluding an account of expenditures, a list of 
studies pursued, trades taught, articles manufactured and 
sold, as well as the number of pupils in the school, and 
for each the name, age, B86x, residence, place of birth and 
cause of blindness.* J 

The principal was to purchase clothing for any pupil 
not suitebly supplied and notify the Gpeasurer of the county 
wherein the person last resided, whereupon the treasurer of 
the county was to obtain reimbursement for it from parents 
or guardians, by auit if necessary, unless three disinter- 
ested citizens of the county testified that such a suit 


would be “unreasonably oppressive" to the persons involved. 


aaa, 1075; Seo. 12, pp. 149-164. 
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3 
In that case the state was credited on the county ledgers 
with the amount of the bie bRade’,” Another Act of 1875 
required the county boards to dedlare any person a pauper 
who, béing an inmate of a public charitable institution, 
was unable to supply suitable clothing for himself and 
had no parent or guardian able to supply it for him. The 
county could then moet such expense out of the general 
county rina’ 

In 1875 it was provided that county superintendents 
of schools rsport annually to the principal of the insti- 
tution for the blind, the name, age, sex, residence and 
postoffice address of all residents of their counties who 
were blind er blind to such an extent as to be unable to 
obtain an education in the common abheeisy® In 1687, this 
was amended to inelude only those between the ages of six 
and twenty-one. 3 

In 1897, the Act of 1876 was ropealed.” the new Act 
provided that the governor appoint a Board of three trustees, 
to replace the original board of six, elected by the legis- 
lature. hese trustees were to serve without pay for terus 
of three years. They had general supervision of the insti- 


tution, set salaries of steward, teachers, physician and 


5 of Webraska, 1875; Sec. 15. 
6 ’ 3 De 177. : , 
7 Sessi laws of _Nebras ’ 1875; Sec..17 9 PBe 149-154. 
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eupleyees, all of whom they appointed, upon nomination of 
the superintendent of the institution. — 

The super intendent (called the “principal” in the 1875 
seh), was appointed by the , governor at a salary set by the 
legislature. The law stipulated that he be an experienced 
educator. To him was delegated the pregers) “pe of courses, 
the drawing up of rules and regulations for teachers, 
euployees and pupils and the making of an annual report 
to the board of trustees. It is interesting to note the 
requirement that the annual report to the trustees was to 
inelude “the NAM , residence, occupation of those who had 
graduated from the school and a statement as to whether they 
were wholly, or adty in part, self-supporting. The report 
was also to contain the name, age, residence and postofiice 
address of blind residents of the state, of suitable age 
and capacity for admission to the institution for the blind. 

his Act also provided for the appointment of a 
physician, who was to act as physician and surgeon for. the 
institution and to visit it daily and at other times as 
his services were needed. : 

| An Aet of 1903 provided that all residents of the state 
teal the ages of seven to eighteen, who, because of total 
or partial P taeeaart were unable to obtain an education in 


the meine schools, wore mE se to attend the institution 


10° featur: ake endihia 


. 1897; Sec. 1g. 
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+e) 
for the blind until graduated or discharged by the super- 
{nténdent, unless mental or physical incapacity precluded 


their admission to the LAs titutions?? in 1921, this was 


Amended ‘to inelude those between the ages of seven and twenty ./* 


1¢ declared 


“In 1695, a Nebraska Supreme Court decision 
the institations for the deaf and blind to be educational 
and not charitable in naturs and purpose and in 1015, the 
fame of the institution ror the blind was changed’by law to 
the Nevraska School for the bisnay**: 

In 1915, the School for the blind, as well as all other 
etabd?inmes thet oie?) same under the oversight and general 
control of the Board of Commissioners of State Institutions, 


15. sinee 1917, the Board's 


known as the Board of Control. 
appointive powers have included executive and medical 
officers. “Hxecutive officers” was defined to include 
"superintendents, assistant euperintendents, matrons, stewards, 
etes?® 

The purpose of the School, as well as eligibility for 
admission thereto will be discussed in the following chapter. 
Bieter ion iy, however, we may absared here that the Act of 
aare paver ning eligibility for admission to the School (then 


the institution tor the blind) stated that : "all blind 


11 Laws 2s roeree, - oD. —— y; 
4 ¢ 9; pp. & SOR. 
16 ’ anny, ppe b36-548, Sec. 9. 
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persons resident of this state, of suitable age and capa- 
city, shall be entitled to an education in this institution 
at the expense of the state,")” In 1097, this was amended 
to read: "All bling persons and those blind to such an extent 
that they cannot acquire an education in the common schools 
of the state and whe are of suitable age and capacity and 
of good moral character, shall be entitled to an education 
in the institution for the Blind without charge."*® 

the purpose of the school as defined in the statutes 
of 1697 was the “physical, moral and intellectual culture 
and training" of the pupils to the end thet they "may be 
returned to society, capable of becoming self-sustaining and 
useful citizens". ~~ In 1957 this was amended to include 
vocational treining.-° Vocational training head been part of 
the School's program prior bo that date but had not pre- 


viously been stipulated by law. 


Summary 

Over a period of sixty-s1x years sivicé its founding 
in 1875, the Nebraska School for the Blind has experteneed 
amplification in its program ‘and clarificattén and ‘slight 


alteration tn its polietes. Its educational nature has been 


emphasized by applying to it the present name of "school". 
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7 
"Good moral character" has been added to the original 
entrance requirements vocational training has been added 
by law and 4n practice to the programs 
. ‘The institution has been governed by three successive 
boards! ‘from 1875-18097 by a six-monber Board of Trustees 
elected by the Legislature, from 1897-1913 by a Board of 
three trustees appointed by ‘the Governor and from 1015- 
1941 by the three-member Board of Control, appointed by the 
Governor by and with the consent of two-thirds of the 
members of the Senate. 

The Superintendent was, from 1875-1997, selected by the 
Board of Trustees, from 1897-1915, appointed by the Governor 
and after 1913, appointed by the Board of Control. Teachers 
were appointed by the Board of Trustees during the first 
period, 1875-1897, the trustees on nomination by the Super- 
intendent, 1807-1913, and by the Board of Control after 1917. 

Between seven and eight hunared persons attendad the 
school between 1876 and 1941,°" of whom one hundred and 
seventy-nine have been from Dou; las and lancaster isdites. 
The School has had ten superintendents, three of whom nave 
einrves two separate terms. The School's founder, Senme 
Bacon, totally blind and founder of the Iowa and illinois 


Schools for the Blind, was the first Superintendent and 


21 Letter from N. C. Abbott, Superintendent, Hebraska School 
for the blinc, Nebraske city, Nebraska, to the author, March 
17, 1941. 

22” See Table II. 
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8 
served from 1875 to 1877. ‘The political nature of the 
appointments, prior to those by the Hoard of Control after 
WH. tended toward frequent changes of the executive 
officer. the Superintendent at the time this study was 
made, lir., N. C, Abbott, had served in that capacity for 


i} 


thirty years, from 1909 to 1911 and from 1913 to 1941, 
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CHAPTER IT 
Purpose and Policies of the Nebraska School for the Blind 


Purpose 
The purpose of the Nebraska School for the Blind, as 


dieetradd ty Yew, tei" 
“.5.the ‘physical, moral, intellectual, cultural and 

vocational training of the (blind) to the end that 

the pupils in (the) institution may be returned to 

society, Capable | or becoming self-sustaining and 

useful citizens.” 
Policies 

Bligibility for admisaion to the School for the Blind 
has, from the first, been a matter of policy rather than of 
law. The original Act governing admissions to the school, 
etipulated merely that the blind applicants be residents of 
the state, and of sultable age and capacity. In 1897, 
"gooa moral character" became a nre-requisite for sémiesion. 

‘That the law governing yt aby Saab for admission, 
further requires that the applicant be blind to such an 
extent that he cannot acquire an education in the common 
schools of the state, has led, by inference, to an inter- 
pretation of the law as being intended to apply to persons 
under twenty-one years of age, since it is until that age 


that public schoola are required to give educational service 
1 Laws of Nebraska, 1957; Gh. 196, p. 525. 
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11 
Persons aver hy gti were last admitted from 
yoga and Lancaster Counties An 1956. After that 
: eye As ceased se be the mapontnn. polioy to admit 

adults to the $ehool. 

the locating of children for whose best welfare 
education in the School for the Blind is indicated has, in 
the past. been the responsibility of the County Superinten- 
dents of schools who were required to report annually to 
the Superintendent of the Sehool for the blind, the name, 
Ae, Seis rosidence and postoffice addGress of those in 
their counties who were between the ages of six and twenty- 
one and unadle, because of total or partial blindness, to 
acquire an education in ene common schools. The Superinten- 
dent of the School for the Blind Was then responsible for 
getting in touch with the persons so listed and it was to 
him that written applications for admission were made. At 
the time of the last biennial péipiter of the Board of Sostroi,” 
applications for admission wore mad@ to the Division of 
Child *elfare or to the superintendent of the School. A 
case committee consisting of the Superintendent of the. 
Sehool, the Hirector of the Division of Child Welfare and 


a member of the Board of Control, after considering the case 
anol dreernsensansnaoceneasianneestity whe mepunninnesin 2 m “ n ¥ 
2 From 1872 to 1807, the law required that all blind persons 


in the counties be thus reported; a Legislative Act (Session 
s Nebraska, 1897: Sec. 13, pp. 202-7) of 1897 amended 


| nelucde only those from six to twenty-one. 
3 p Me 30, 1939. 
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10 
to residents of ‘the state. ‘There has been no rigid ad- 
herence to such an interpretation, however, as adult blind 
persons Have attended the ‘dehool quite generally and 
{instances of persons well over twenty-one were found among 
the pupils entering the School from Douglas and lancaster 
Counties. Thirty-three persons from Douglas County, out 
of a total of one hundred and twenty-two and six from 
lancaster County, out of a total of fifty-seven, were over 
twenty-one at the time of admission. Age in this croup 
ranged from twenty-two in seven instances to seventy-four 
in one instance. TAKI# III shows the distribution by decade 
of the ages of the one hundred and seventy-nine persons, 
recorded as having entered the Jcheol for the Blind from 
Douglas and Lancaster Counties from 1876 to 1941. 
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12 
history of ‘the OHI 164 "prepared subsequent to written appii- 
cation for adatsston, presented recommendations conger Hing 
the ontry of the applicant, to the superintendent of She 
School.” 

In Decenber, 1941, the Board of Control approved 
recommendations regarding the respective responsibilities 
of the Nebraska gétidod for the Blind, “Sehool for the 
Deaf and Division of Child "elfare with regard to ehildren 
having visual and hearing Gisatilities. These recommenda- 
tions were the outgrowth of conferences held by the Board of 
contro) with heads of al} state institutions, and, relative 
to the specific recommendations herein noted, with Super- 
intenadents of the Schools for the B1ind and the Deaf, the 
Director of Assistance for the Department of Assistance and 
Child Welfare an@ the Acting Chief of the Division of Child 


Welfare. The recommendations, as approved, follow; 


Application for Admission ' 


Applications can be made Girectly to the Superintendent 
of the Institution if the person applying’ desires. 


County Assistance offices and county child welfare 
workers will assist parents and children in making 
appiications when the individuals are known to them 
and desire their services. County offices will con- 
tinue case finding. 


Admission to the School 


" Applieations whieh should be accepted without question 

~ f/te recommended to be accepted by the Superintendent 
of the School and identifying material sent to the 
Child welfare’ Division. lai 
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(Other, didegl| may be accepted my the Superintendent 
on trial when It appears likely that the Scehnool pro- 
gram is best fitted for their needs and that they will 
‘be able to adjust to it. The Superintendent wii1 
notify the Division of Child “elfare of all children 
' gaocepted on trial, «iving in addition to the material 
usually furnished, the reasons why. the trial period was 
 Yecommended. | 


Applications to the School will be referred by the 

_ $ehool or by, the county immediately to the Child Welfare 
“Division if there is any question as to enrollment at 

the school being the best plan for the child. The 
Division of Child welfare will make the necessary 
investigation, consider cther resources for the child and 
present its findings to the case committee 1f admission 
to the School appears desirable. Necessary interpreta- 
tion will be made to all pérsons. © 


ras$ehoo? Follow Up 


“When children are accepted on trial, the Division of 
Child “elfare, through county offices, will do such 
follow-up work ag is indicated In order to strengthen 
the trial period/ at the School and/or make plans if 
the child ia not tc continue in the school. 


Final approval of permanent énroliment will be given 
by the case committee. 


be 
vt We 


Discharge | 


The Sidi teviinbent - the. sehool Will notify the. 
Division of Child Welfare of thé discharges of every 
ehild from the school. 


The Division of Ohild Welfare will be ‘ebenbesae to 
make plans for the release of all children whose 
parents have not me de satisfactory plans for them in 
advance. 


Post-School follow Bp 


Follow-up work will be done in the countiss under the 
supervision of the Division of Child Welfare as 
Sehoolt and recommended i the Superintendent of the 
Schoo}. ’ 


 « 


4 rom memorandum on file in offices of the State Liviaton 
of iid wbiteses eri Geeneccnt ‘pregerding suggestions by vr. 
Abbott and Wr. Jackson, immediately following, are from the 
same source. 
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In addition to the above, it was suggested by Wr. 
wees anc Wr. Jackson, th elle beideg aia of the Schools 
for ‘the Blind “and Dear, respectively, that a person ve 
employed der lte the months of June, July and August to 
visit the counties and Gabe teats for visual and hearing 
disabilities of those who have not attended the School 
and who should be considered. County workers would make 
appointments for the tests and bring the children in to 
county offices for the testing. They would likewise do 
follow-up work. Equipment from the School would be uged 
in making the tests. The same field agent would be used by 
both the School for the Blind and the school for the Deaf 
and would be responsible ‘for interpreting the program of 
the ‘schools to interested persons, menesy officials and 
county offices. ne 

Supervision of defective children, not otherwise pro- 


° in 1935 as @ duty of the 


vided for, was defined by law 
Child welfare Sekee.., set up in the Department of Public 
Instruetion in 1919.” Supervisory responsibilities in 

regard to such children is a matter of paliay in the case 


i he oi, ” 
of the present State Child Welfare ULivision. 


5 Session Laws of Nebraska, 1933 ; Pe 494. 


6 Laws of. Nebraska, 1919; Pe SUS. 
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CHAPTER III 
“Procran of ‘the Webresia behool for the Blind 


The School for the Plind is an educational insetitu- 
tion. The role of the institution was defined and its 
educational nature emphasized when, in 115, the original 
heme, “Institute for the blind" wae changed by lew to 
"School for the blind". 

Prior to that time, the institution for the bling was 
considered by some, to be the answer to urgent bread-and- 
butter needs, and, sinue eye ¢xaminations to establish 
entrance ahead dst hk were often cursory or omitted, it is 
possible that some counties Sere, on occasion, relieved of 
‘financial responsibility for certain indigent persons by 
way of the Institute for the blind, when the visual acuity 
‘of the indi viduals may ‘not have Justified admindton ‘there. 
The impression that the Sehool for the Blind is a charitable 
institution, lingers in the minds of certain uninformed 
individuals sud ts doubtless ‘responsible for hesitancy on 
the part of sone parents ne send their visually derective 
ehilaved to the school, ‘when, in reality, such specialized 
‘training 1s Andicated for the child's best interests. The 
School for the pling is a part of the educational system of 
the state. Methods of instruction and certain courses of 
study prevail in the ‘sehool for the Blind as especially 
Fe ‘ boxy ' 
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16 
adapted to the particular needs of its pupils, to the end 
that the educational aims which it shares with all other 
schools in the state, may be the better accomplished. 

To the end that pupils attending the sehool for the 
Blind might be raturned, to society, capable of becoming 
seli-sustaining and useful citizens, the lawmakers specified 
five kinds of training through which this purpose might be 
accomplished: physical, moral, intellectual, cultural and 
vocational. We shall here consider weae parts of the 


School's ‘program in turn. - 


mana 


@ physical problens of the visual ly defective ghild 
are legion. Protective parents, fearful lest a blind child 
be injured at play, encourage sedentary he tad he, witiends pre- 

- elude nor ns 1 physical development and vigor.» Sighted 
children, suffering from a form of the “we-they fallacy", 
tenc to exclude blind children from their play, thus 
fostering increased seli-consciousness on the part of blind 
children, resulting in increased physical awkwardness or 
inactivity. Postural peculiarities are common among blind 
children, due to efforts to balance themselves in walking 

or to protect themselves from the unknown in the environ- 
ment. Liberation from a sense of physical insecurity is a 
major step toward establishing such »olse and self-confidence 


as ‘shail militate toward a satisfactory adjustment oi the 
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17 
blind child and blind adult in society. 
Po meet these problems and to provide physical train- 
| ing for the pupils of the School, a recroational supervisor 
wae added to the stare during the biennium ending June 30, 
“ae39.° The roport of the Board of Control] for that biennium 
soncaane® the following etatement’ regarding physical train- 


ing in the School: 


"The recreational activities of the school have been 
considerably improved during the biennium by the 
addition of a recreational supervisor, who not only 
teaches physical education, but who has charge of 
the general recreational activities. The physical 
education program has consisted of some athletic 
sports for the boys such as foot racing, broad junp- 
“ing and things of a similar nature whieh they could 
do, a8 well] as outdoor games. The girls had access 
to some playground equipment and had some Gancing 
-lessons, and the emphasis for both the boys and the 
girls has been upon bodily posture. . . Special 
emphasis in the physical education progran has been 
put on bodily posture, because, for the blind, the 
bodily posture and walking habits are two difficult 
problems to solve.” 


No provision for supervised physical training could 


be discovered prior to the time of the above report. 


Moral 
The medium for formal moral training of pupils at the 
School is the daily convocation held each week-day mornings. 


The Superintendent conducts these convocations, at which 


1 Thirteenth Biennial Report 
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16 
dram bine. bo time, ministers from the various Nebraska 
Clty churehes are asked to speak. Other speakers address 
the Behool on occasion, various iepipees are presented, 
and there ts Scripture ‘reading. 

ey On Sundays , a non-sectarian Wundny School is held at 
the "Sehool and pupils are permitted to attend churches in 
town. : 
ag ee to suppose that much of the moral 
training is informal and absorbed, rather than learned. 
Tha importance of this phase of the training program lies, 
in part, he bbe fact that the School is a residential school 


and the ehief source of such training for many of the pupils. 


Academic training is provided from the first grade 

through high e@chool. . The course of study listed in the 
class schedule supplied the writer in November, 1941 by the 
Superintendent of the, School, includes; Keading, Writing, 
Spelling, Phonetics, Tanguarz 8, English, Hietory and Ceography 
for elementary and Anhernediate grades, and Heading, *riting, 
unglish, Hiakory., Algebra, PO ORPRILAAs Physiology, and latin 
for the high school. 

| Kio provision 1s noted, as of i641, for modern languages 
oF science. , Ta regard to. acience, the Superintendent writes: 
Our present eurriculun is equal to that of the common schools. 


However, we, do have ‘to make ‘soma, adjustments in the scientific 
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19 
subjects because of the eas Be under which our pupils 
work. Wd me report of the Board of Control, heretofore 
eited, states that: “the subjects taught cover the same 
range as those in the public schools both in the elementary 
sehool and on the high sehen) level with the possible 
exception of science. it has been difficult ‘sn make the 
necessary laboratory Ronde tat tone to teach acience 
successfully." 

| The distinctive course taught only in the school for 
the Blind is Braille. This is taught from the earliest 
grades on pirmnaas till e siebate degree of proficiency is 
attained in both the reading and writing of the raised 
characters. Vor aid in writing, the braille writer ia also 
used, . six-key typewriter which facilitates writing. in 
the earlier days OF the Shsvivurion;! Wew Yor” Potnt was 
taught, but the general acceptance of Braille led to its 
displacenert. © | 

The Talking Book: Maghine ye developed by the American 


S Letter from Wr. N. C. Abbott, Superintendent of Sehool 
for the Hlind, Nebraska City, Nebraska, to the author, 
November 24, 1¥41 ° 

4 These machines are sulted to operation by the plind and 
play non-breakable, long-playing disk records obtainable 
from central distributing libraries t)reoughout the country. 
They are the “brain child” of the American Foundation for 
the Blind, Wew York and resulted from the application and 
elaboration by Mr. Robert 5. Irwin, Executive Director of 
the Foundation, of the principle suggested by Usorge -. 
Weyer's use of dictaphone records in Minneapolis public school 
Braille classes. The record réading speed of these machines 
is one hundred and eighty words a minute. These machines 
are among equipment and supplies furnished the School by the 
Federal sovernment. 
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20 
iene ton for the Blind, is used for teaching purposes, 
making available to classes informative and cultural 
material not otherwise obtainable. The School acts as dis- 
tributing center for these machines also, so that the blind 
of the state may borrow mac ines for home use. Kecords, 
obtainable from the Denver Public Library without” postage 
charge, complete the requipment for use of the machines. 

Et ght teachers were anployed as of November, 1941, at 
monthly salaries ranging from @55 to {70 plus maintenance. 
In regard to salaries of ‘teachers in the School, we quote 


again from the 1939 report of the Board of Control: 


"The foard of Control feels that teachers in the scheol 
for the Slind should have all the preparation and 
experience that teachers in the public achools are 
required to have to teach similar subjects, and in 
addition, they should kave special preparation for 
teaching the handicapped. This in itself would 
ordinarily mean thet the teachers’ salary schedule 
should be on a higher level than the average of the 
tesachers.in the, publie schools.who are teaching the 
same grade of subjects. This is not the case, however, 

as the average salary schedule is meee the average 
for the state in similar ss dei hal 


According to the same report, graduates of the School for 
the Blind have been accepted, without examination in State 
and denominational colleges, which 1s considered tantamount 


to accredi tment by the State University though the School 


has not teen forma?ly acoredi ted.” 


& Boserd of Control, Op. Cit., pe. L17.. 
$° Ibid. ps . , 
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Cultured 9 foe) 

it ie diffieult to drew a line of distinetion between 
training which might properly be called "cultural" and that 
considered as intellectual, moral, physical or vocational. 
Webster has defined culture, to be, "the training or refining 
of the moral, or intellectual faculties”. Ye have,» there- 
fore, considered a part of the cultural training at the 
School in the two preceding sections. 
., » Musical training, however, though belonging in part 
to vocational training, may be considered cultural in nature. 
This has, from the start, been an important part of the 
School's program... lustruetion in: voles, piano, pipe organ, 
@tring and wind instruments is given on an individual basis 
and group training is given in the choir, orchestra, boys! 
glee elu and intermediate and junior choruses. 

fhe radio and the Talking Book kachine are «iso euployed 
in the cultural training of che pupils. Addresse3a and 
programs at the dally sauvoadtions likewise contribute to 


thia training. 


Vocational training, prescribed by law in 1937 as a 
part of the program of the Sehool for the Blind, had long 
been incorporated into the school's program. from the 
establishment of the Institution, industrial training had 
been Given. Prior to 1958, broc and brush-mikin., mit, 
hammock and basket weaving and chair-caning, had received 
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22 
qemnaie in industrial classes. In 195%, the School was 
‘equipped with lous, and weaving became the foous of 
training emphasis. 

Instruction in plano-tuning has been perennially ia 
part of the vocational training received at the School. 

3 Some instruction ‘ie cooking and sewing has been given 

the older girls. | 
| Classes in typing furnish commercial training for the 
wimps La’, and the Seheol is equipped with a dictaphone. Use 
of the dictaphone, prior to 1941, was not found to have been 
general. | : 

No formal provision for vocational guidance was dis- 


covered. 


General Considerations Rexarding 


In administering the program of the School, there were 
in 1941, beside the Superintendent and eight teachers, a 
matron end three supervisors, whose salaries ranged from 
$45 to #70 monthly, plus maintenance. 

No sight-saving classes are given at the Nebraska School 
for the Blind. While the Soard of Control realizes the 
desirability of such classes, it feels thet such a pro: ram 


would raise the per capita cost of education to a pro- 


hibitive level. | 
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The Gehodl is not equipped for the training of the 
deaf-blind. In 1986, an appropriation of five thousand 
dollars was made for the’ establishment of a Deaf and Blind 
Educational and Vailntenance yune.® Under provisions of this 
Act, the Board of Control, with the approval of the governor 
and the state superintendent of schools, may provide for 
the education and maintenance of deaf-blingd children be- 
tween the ages of five and twenty-one, at the expense of 
the state es a period net exceeding ten years. One 
ehild and ner "adther-teaaher * have attended the New York 
Institute for the Blind, Mew York City, under provision of 
this Act. | mei 
y Sehool physician and a bart-titine dentist care for 
the health of the waptia: The physician, beside serving 
as physician and surgeon as the School, serves also in a 
consultant capacity in regard to admission and discharge 
of pupile.” | 
Glasses for the adult bling are not included in the 
School's program. In the epring of 1959, the Director of 
Education for the Board of Control sent notices to the 
5v2 persons then receiving blind assistance in Webraska, 
announcing courses to be offered at the School for the. 


Blind for six weeks beginning the fifteenth of June. 


oo ion Laws of Nebraska (Special) ,1955; Ch. S2, pp. 
Letter from Mr. N.C. Abbott, Superintendent, School for 
the Blind, Nebraska City, Nebraska, to the auther, November 
24, 1941. 
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24 
Possibly due to the fact that state assistance would be 
withheld for the period of the sehool term, only six 
persons indicated a desire to avail themselves of this 
opportunity. 


_ The program.of the Nebraska Sehool for the blind 
includes physical, moral, intellectual, cultural and 
vocational training. Changes and improvements have been 
made, especially during and gince the biennium ending June 
30, 1959. Special effort to raise the standards of the 
school was made at that time and much was accomplished 
through having a survey made by Dr. FP. %. Potts of the 
American Foundation for the blind, New York City, assisted 
by Miss Virginia Lee Abel of the lowa School for the Blind, 
Vinton, Iowa. The Board's biennial report, following the 
making of this survey, commented; 

"As a result of these suggestions (those of Lr. Potts) 

definite improvements have been made, one of which is 

an improved attitude on the part of the personnel. 

The survey results have presented a definite challenge 

. to them te originate congtructive programs to be 

applied in the school," 

Braille has replaced New York Point in classes for 
tactual reading, loom-weaving has replaced broom, brush and 
mat making in industrial classes, the radio, dictaphone, 


Braille writer and Talking Book machine have come ints use 


10 Board of Control, Op. Cit., pp. 123-4. 
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25 
in class ahdépereanea inetruction and playground equip- 
‘ment has’ @nhanced recrestional opportunities. A © 
gymeasium and full-time recroutional supervisor have 
geatly improved the program for physical training. A 
“full-time commercial teacher has taken over classes 
formerly taught by the office clerk. 

No sight-saving classés nor classes for the adult 
blind or déaf-blind aré held at the School. 

‘Personnel of the School includes the Superintendent, 
the matron, three supervisors, sight teachers, a physician 
and & part-time dentist. Other employees of the sehool 
are; an office clerk, a night watchman, utility oun, 


engingers, cooks, waitresses and maids. 
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CHAPT“R IV 
Pupils of Schools for the Blind 


_Iatroductory to presentation of dindings relative to 
@ specific group of persons who have been pupils of the 
Nebraska School for the blind, general consideration is 
heres given to all persons who at some time have found or 
may yet find themselves enrolled in such a school. This 
chapter is intended to give @ composite pleture of those 
persons for whom the Nebraska School was established and 
is maintained, 

Blindness does more to the individual than deprive 
him of eyesight. Its influences reach iato every area of 
his life; they demand adjustments at every turn. The 
following by Charles Magee Adans, newspaper editor and 
writer of national distinction and blind from the age of 
eleven, portrays the meaning of blindness to the Individ- 
ua ls. 

"As with all personal problems, the individual is 

decisive. Yet generalization is umavoidable, and, 

fortunately, the sightless have enough In common to 
make its risks worth taking. Regardless of the 
individual, blindness changes just about everything. 
it means a complete sensory revolution. It looses 

a bull in the emotional china shop. Its physical 

consequences are far-reaching. it calls for drastic 

social readjustments. It produces a shattering 
economic explosion... Sven recreation is greatly 


altered. Woreover, these changes are not succsssive 
ox séparate. They are simultaneous and interactive." 


1. Adane, Charles Magee, "Thia business of Helng Blind", 
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fhere has been considerable progress in the under- 
stending of the blind and their problems since the days 
of exposure of blind babies in the mountain gorges of 
Sparta and on thevrivers of Rome. Much of the philosophy 
which allowed exploitation of the blind and fostered 
pauperigzing charity for their support is history now, but 
the blind individual remains, even to many charged with 
his education and various aspects of his welfare, “a dark 
forest", the unknown. 

Measurements of the intelligence of the blind are 
sti11 much in an experimental atage, with the 194] Hayes- 
Binet teat the ost recent work undertaken and that which 
will doubtless find wide and helpful use in determining 
what the native capacities of each blind individual are, 
in order that training and education be geared to the 
individual's capacities for prefiting by them. iIntelli- 
gence testa used in several aphools for the blind through- 
out the country, show that". . wherd teacher's judyments 
and standard measurements have been compared, wa find the 
same striking differences of opinion which have motivated 
the almost universal use of tests in achools for the seeing, 
pr in grades which have been assexublied on the basis of 
teacher's judgments alone enormous differences in ability 
are disclosed by tests." 


2 Hayes, Samuel P., “Nental Measurements of the blind", hat 
of tee sling? (American Youndation for the Blind, New York, 
4 Ole Ly De OS « 
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"Te te dirfieult to estinate the 1nteligende of the 
blind where no such tests are in use. The present study 
| revealed no intelligence tests that had been given pupils 
at the Nebraska Séhool for the Biiad. ik large margia or 
esrer is, therefore, possible in generalizations as to the 
inteliigence of the group as a whole and of individual 
pupils. The blind child brings to school with him, a 
gallaxy of emotional problems and individualized needs. 
Those factérs which retard sighted children are apt to 
be multiple in the pre-school background of blind children; 
mainutrition, endtional insecurity, feelings of inferiority 
and inadequacy, excessive dependence on protective parents 
or serious maladjustment det to parental rejection a1] are 
potential handicaps to the blind child. Barly contlusions 
as to the intelligence of pupils entering the school may 
preclude consideration of shyness, homesickness, or a 
gree tly increased sense of inseeurity due to a new environ- 
ment in which the “unknowns” are everywhere. Performance 
of a pupil may be, and often is, on a level lower than the 
child's native capacities would necessitate, due either to 
hasty cataloging of a timid’ child as dull or to slowness 
in initial adjustment. On the Shniey Hand, the entld of 
meager abilities may become discouraged by perfitng® 
encounters with material too difficult for him at the outset. 
It is injurious to bright and retarded children alike, to 
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sidered to be the capacity of either group. vaotors bearing 
upon _scheo] adjystuent and progress of the bling child are 
eo varied and complex that only throuch skilled observa- 
"thon and expert handling of probleme individual to each 
ehild, can the abilities of the bling child be developed to 

aleve) equal ¥o capacity. 7 | . 
a Avkwardness ane peculiarities in posture are not 
URCoORMOn among blind children, _Tendenciss to physical 
inactivity, seclusiveness, day-drpaming, ratioualisation, 
exaggerated compensstery drives, hypersensitivity are 411 
found, not infrequently auong blind children, As with 
sighted ehildren, efforts to compensate for inferiority, 
réal or imagined, may lead bo @ domineering attitudes, to 
voistrousuess, variant “anti-social” behaviour GHG, 
ebiluren atruggliny inwardly with problems of wide impli- 
cation, my be considered unruly, unmenggesole and 
potential delinquents. 

Interests, as well as abilities, vary greatly from 
ehild to child. There has long been a curious tendency in 
some residential schools for the bling, to attempt mass 
production of, for instance, pueicians. Kothing inherent 
in blindness , presupposes ability for mugic, nor interest in 
it. Its inelusion in the scheol] curriculum is certainly 
justified by the cultural advantages it affords pupils and 
by the fact that 1t has afforded vocational training 
beneficial to these suited for it, tut sot all blind 
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children are, musics} or able to benefit equally from such 
instruction, It 19 likewise tmpossible to prepare blind 
das Pagarebae en masse, for broom-making, plano tuning, chair- 
eaning or any of the trades traditionally considered 
economically useful to the visually handicapped. Such 
attempts at vocational regimentation are economically 
wasteful and emotionally injurious. Blindness does not 
magically m@ tamorphosé individuals into potential broom- 
makers or any toiag of the sort. Whatever, on the contrary, 
the deprivations or alterations blindness may impose on the 
individual, 1t leaves to gach, strengths peculiar te him- 
self, upon which dissimilarities, foundations for a vocation, 
personally suitable, should be laid. 

the following chapters are devoted to examination of 
findings regeardin, a heterogeneous group of blind pupils, 


of whom much that has here been noted will ve found true, 
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Awe GHAPTEK V 
Brlgntichool, History of Forty, Former, Pupils of the 
Nebraska School for the Blind ~ Personal History © 
troduct: ) ied ) 

In, the present, chapter ig begun consideration of the 
social history of forty persona who at some time attended 
the Nebraska School for the Blind. In common they shared 
three things: gome degree of viaual defect, enrollment 
in the School for the Blind, and residence in Douglas and 
tanbaeter Counties at the time the study was made. Other 
than that, each had capacities, experiences and ambitions 
peculiar to himself. Pais small segment out of that 
aggregate known as "the blind" was no more a homogeneous 
group than is the whole blind population. 

It was not for the sake of chronolopical continuity 
that. consideration. was. given the pre-school years. fsychi- 
atrists, psychologists, physicians, educators and clergymen 
have long realized the importance of these formative years. 
Their contribution relative. to this «study has been in three 
areas; first in the ability of the individual to adjust 
to the School for the Blind and its progran, second, in his 
ability to utilize, in the life Situation, the contribution 
made by the Sehool, and third, in his capacity for becoming 
a self-sustaining and useful citizen regardless of the 
contribution of the School. | 
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Oe 
‘ “the period of time covered by this study was sixty- 
six years. That was alse the life 8pan of the oldest 
persons interviewed. Ages oF the remaining thirty-elght 


ranged downward vy thirteen years as shown in TABLS IV. 


TABLE IV 


AGE DISTRIBUTION OF FORTY FORMER PUPILS OF THE 
NEBRASKA SCHOOL FOR THA BLIND INTERVIEYED 1941 


10 15 20 28 30 368 40 458 80 55 60 65 
; to. cto. to. to: ‘to. Box tor to : to! «td. ita to 
TOTAL 14 19 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 69 64 69 
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Half, or twenty, of the pupils were under the age of thirty. 
There was an almost equal distribution above and below a 
median age of LLeWy Hitec J 

The difference of fifty-three years between the ages 
of the oldest and youngest pupils made possible at least a 
payee k Long» time view of the School's program and it's 
adequacy in equipping pupile to meet the demands of a pro- 


gressively changing society. 
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Nativity C oe eee ? , 

While,all were residents of the state at the time of 
admission to the School, Nebr.ska was the birthplace of 
only twenty-seven of the pupils. .#leyen were born in the 
United States outside of Nebraska. Of the five states 
represented, lowa with five, was first in order of numerical 
contribution. Two of the pupils were born in iurope,. 

The birthplaces of the majority of the puplls covered so 
comparatively small &@ geographical territory and represented 
economic conditions and cultural patterns so similar to 
those of Nebraska, thas the place of birth would seem to be 
@ negligible factor among the liabilities and assets with 
which each pupil atartec his school carser. 


ex 
The study included twenty-two females, eighteen sales. 
It is interesting to note from an examination of TABLE Iv 
that twelve of each were under forty at the time the study 
was made. The atudy was, therefore, concerned with an almost 
equal number of men and women, over half of whom were young, 


of an age considered definitely employable. 


Gener igalth , 

it. ie difficult to separate considerations pertinent 
to this subject from those relating to physical defects at 
birth, the age at onset of blindness and the cause of 
blindness. ach has points specific to it, but all are 
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part of the physical whole and are interrelated and inter- 
activo. Effort was mde, however, to focus attention, in 
so far as possible, upon those aspects of gencral health, 
unrelated to cause or effect of blindness, 

The importance of general health to the blind cannot 
be overestimated. The preservation of life itself may 
depend for the blind upon that mental alertness and other- 
sensory acuity which derive from good general health. As 
we shall observe in our consideration of financial status, 
every factor which influences the health of a blind child 
is of infinite importance. Living as they do on a high 
level of nervous tension, keyed to a high piteh of cconcen- 
tration, it is necessary that every source of physical and 
mental energy be at its maximum. it is rarely the mere fact 
of bi indnesa which makes adjuatments difficult; it 1s rather 
blindness, complicated and supplemented by divers physical 
and emotional problems that leads to frustration and defeat. 

From physical iliness, it 1s easy for the blina to 
descend into a lethargic Slough of Wespond from which it is 
hard, thereafter to rise, and which acts as the pernicious 
breeding ground of perennial inertia and of indipence. 

48 shown in TaAnhLs V, half of the pupils indicated that 
their health curing pre-school years, had been good. Group- 
ings shown in the TALLE were made on the basis of the pupil's 
own statements regarding early physical condition. In 


several instances there appeared to be wide discrepancy 


bi 8S 


at eid nmiBede adbae | 4 : Ape o 7 ‘—n a a yo ts 
lena se ‘to eateqae osod? now’ ,eféteesa’ sa “at 
NY ‘“.edodbantg ‘te footie x0 60180 od Bed 
reattld sated ‘odd od ta reed titbody to ideal ett! 0 CAN? 
“yam Tloedt ei kl “ro nobtarabieg eat scbbeadntsaeneesee | % 
a eéendtels Latadm tadt noqe edtfd benapilanses’ 
“sasaee Létensg boog ino'tt oviae tote eetes Yromcen 
bai ‘Latenattt te: notsarbtenco wo ‘ak ev t08de ftatte ew” 
bftde ‘bard a to d#fecd od? sodden Pint doldw xotoat yxeve 
‘gid @ go ob yedd a8 satvnt ‘Jeoiisdtogu eetntiet ein, 
-Aeonds “Lo -vidsiq ‘dytd » of beyed \Aetstod’ wiowisa to lg tu 
bra {soteydg to Sotdos prove Fadt ‘viséseoen et tt ORS a 
toal etem odd yloter et 44 sitsrai nan ett te od vatace fataem 
weddat et dt qtiuoti ath staend pit, Das, dgidw geee mn 3 
Laoteyiq etovib wa SI boinenetqqua 6 one eptantat ” 
oi eeiob Sas agid atdeurl Me. abeol tacts Bo cy f ani a ala 
baht . oa tot qaae, ot ak. nena th. Lwotexty ‘ Mr, Bick wag 
at if doldw mott bagqaet Yo rigwote, atgradiel. a ont Fay ga 
auototnreg ed? es aton stot haa eels o@ Nod Laetecid oat 
+9000 that to bos atéreat falaneteg to. Pawots snip ds 
tads bedavtant eLtquq odd lo iad ,V BI aay ad | cm ae ah ad te | 
~gud40 |’,Beog eed Dad ,arady ‘Tooter~o71q | ‘airtteb vid taed erin 
al fiqiuq “end 1c stead etd no ebait osme tsar’ od mk fwede 'epdt 
al ‘ynete hidtoo fachiyty yao gntbieses ednened até itwo 
‘Tonagowset ‘ebtw ed of ‘Betseqqe exédé somes teaton 


g : 


55 
between these statements and physical conditions @lso shown 
by the atudy, to have existed. The tendency has been uni- 
formly in the Airenkion of optimism. The four whose health 
was reported: as peor; had been very 111) and those repgort- 
ing health to have been fair would have been, in many cases, 
judged by general istanderds, to have been in poor health 
prior to admission to the School. How many of those report- 
ing health to have been good, were in reality suffering 
from some form of ebronic Sliness, or contending with the 
debilitating afterwaths of former aeute diseases, cannot 
be estimated. it would appear “thet answers to inquiry con- 
cerning physical health were solored witr more subjectivity 
than others throughout the interviews. Whether these claims 
to better health than seens probable in the light of other 
findings, resulted from need to be accepted as "normal" in 
some area not too open to revealing sorutiny, or whether 
they arose from hesitancy to expose unnecessarily multiple 
defects, is not known. St111 Other factors may have 
ogcasioned claims to better health than the pupils may 
actually have enjoyed; in any event, the conclusion might 
reasonably follow that these blind persons acipeonge consider- 


able value hgaery ms general ‘health, 
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eye La TABLE V 
PRE-SCHOOL GENARAL HEALTH OF FORTY FPUPILS 
INTERV I BWED 
is *" “netal Persons Good Pair Poor 


interviewed Health Health Health 
————————————————— 


40 20 16 4 


Five persons later withdrew from the School for the 
Blind because of iliness. in one case this was occasioned 
by an accident at the School, a second attributed illness 
to improper diet while there and the remaining three found 
pa toe to their homes necessary because of physical cone- 
ditions present at the time of admission. 

A highsr incidence of ill-health within the group will 
be noted during the post-school period. in several instances 
it seeus probable that illnesses re,orted as of that period, 
were in reality, sither the aftermath or the continuation 
of diseased conditions or physical defect present either at 
birth or in the ear ix years of life. 

From the combined sources of records at the school and 
reports of individual pupils, it appears that at least six 
persons were visually handicapped as the result of congenital 
‘pyphilite and gonorrhea. To what extent, if any, these 
suvates were further handicapped physically by these condi- 


tions cannot be estimated. It seeus possible that sone 
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ourtailuent of physical or mental vigor may have been 
experienced, Ra i) | ) | 

_.., 49 we shall see in consider ing ‘the causes of blind- 
ness, it appears that several of the pupllsa started their 


school career fighting physical battles on more than one 


front, 


Often the prognosis for satisfactory soctal and economic 
adjustment ts bettér in cases of pergone born with physical 
defect than tn cases of peraons later confronted with an 
impairment which necessitates the creation of a new design 
for living and the emergent mustering of undeveloped 
resources within the personality in meeting the unexpected 
obstacle. The attitude of the blind themselves on’ this 
point is interesting ané this ¢tudy revealed almost unanimous 
opinion on the part of the blind puplis in regard to the 
comparative difficulties encountered by persone blindé at 
birth or blinded Boon thereafter, and those whose loss: of 
vision was either gradual over a lone period of time, or 
the result of accident or illness later tn life. ‘The 
congenitally blind oy those who, from @arly childhood had 
known little or no vision expressed ‘the belief that the 
‘real "burden" of blindness is thet experienced by its 
sudden occurrence in the lives of those whose way of life 


bas, from the beginning, presupposed normal vision and 
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siisiee planning has not included émot ional or economic 
provision for any such handicap as blindness, One of the 
most interesting opinions, relative to this matter, was 
expressed by a young man who had little more than light 
perception since early. childhood. In his opinion, sighted 
persons suddenly confronted with blindness would experience 
difficulties similar to those blind persons suddenly 
restored to sight would encounter; he felt the two to be 
equal misfortunes and alike fraught with dangers to per- 
sonality. integration and the development. of adjustment 
capacities. it is perhaps a hard philosophy but one which 
seemed borne out vy the findings of this study. motional 
¢ricne and serious naladjustzents in both gocial and 
economle areas appeared to be mor @ prolific and more intense 
in the lives of those blinded later in life. | 

ow The findings of this atudy relative to incidence of 
ohyetea: Gere at birth are shown in TABLS VI. There was 
much generalization on the rhe of the pupils as to the 
nature of the defect. Many r eported "wos k eyes" as dating 
from the time of birth and in severa] cases, little. 
supplementary detail was avallable. Congenital end heredi- 
tary defect are senile together; birth sh ely of a 
a sort is listed PCY | 
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TABLS VI, 


INCLDBRCe OF PHYSICAL bErLCT at 
B1iTE AMONG BONTY PUPILS INTERVIEWED 


Total, Total Partial | birth Scoliosis No 
Blind- blindaess Injury to Defect 
ness r Optic Nerve 

TOTAL 
NUMBZK 40 Ki) 17 1 1 16 
INTER 
Vi8vVeD 


It should be noted that TABLE VI doses not take into 
account impairment of mental faculties. Despite the fact 
that such impairment was known to exist, the nature of the 
subject precluded obtaining information regeative it from 
the pupils themselves and no aethoritabive sourees or 
material releting thereto, were avallable. 
| Since twenty-one, or over half of those Anterviewed, 
hac some ‘sort of visual > el at birth, hago attendant 
upon blindness were not #0 much rehabilitative as origin- 
ally condi tioning in nature. Bven should we hold with the 
theory that less maladjustment is found among those blinded 
early than those losing their sight later in life, we 
might still question whether this hypothetical advantage 
might not be offset by other inherent weaknesses bot 


comitant with blindness. 
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: _ None of thoee Anterviewed were of that fairly numerous 
insdhiglaplt the. deafbiina whose attendance has been known 
at the School for the Glina and for whom statutory pro- 
dation was nec @ in 1935.7 Your of the persons interviewed 
“were Albinoes, two of whom were sisters. Three of the 
four exhibited marked nervous instability. One of these 
latter was unable to continue in the School because of her 
inability to adjust to an environment less protective than 
her home situation. Another experienced auch difficulty in 
coping with the everyday problems of life, that hospitali- 
ee vied » was. finelty necessary. ‘The fourth, on the other hand, 
indicated no such instability but showed, rather, an unusual 
determine tion in overcoming the handicap of blindness. 

The psychological connotations of physical defect at 
birth are more numerous and involved than can here be con- 
sidered, tut 1t should be noted that no adequate evaluation 
of pee implications can be approximated without some atten- 
tion to the meaning which such defects may have for the parents 
of a defective child, Feelings of guilt, of identification, 
of rejection all form part of an intricate complex of 
possible emotions far more fraught with injurious poten- 


tialities than the physical fact of blindness, 


, 1935; Ch, 32, pp. 191- 
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oy IGE Wik 49 Ae y 
as shown in ‘the fo dpe section, twenty-one of the 


upd Le Tne leded in the study were totally or partially 
blind from ict. Partial blindness, in relation to this 
stucy, ranged ‘from Ment perception up te that amount of 
useful vision whieh fell ae short 6 being sufficient 
for obtaining § an adueation in the common schools of the 
states ‘This latter amount would probably have approximated 
20/200 (snelien measurement ) at least in the better eye. 
ew ophtha lnolog 108) vanorte were avallable, but it seened 
probable that few of these pupils had useful vision to 
that amount 

The study revealed that the Setahly blind or those 
with slight residual vision, experienced less difficulty 
in adjusting to the School, progren than did those with a 
fair amount of useful vision. Boallia, for instance, was 
difficult end tedious for these whose vigion, though 
seriously impaired, etill permitted deciphering the dot 
formations with the eyes instead of with the fingers. This 
appears to have been rather general practice watve those 
who could accomplish it, even though the process neceasi- 
tated considerable strain on remaining syesig¢ bt. How much 


enot ional blocking there may have ‘been to acceptance of a 


study designed specifically for blind persons ang pecullar 
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to them, could not be discovered, but 1t appeared to be 
the tendency to do everything with sight which could be 
“gotten away with", 

Some persons with aufficient eight to observe their 
fellow pupils, expressed feelings of revulsion or pity 
occasioned by uncurbed “blindisms", such as wagging or 
sheking the head, sticking the fingera in the eyes or weav- 
ing the body to and frOe Various postural peculliariticssa 
annoyed or distressed these pupils, and feelings of disgust 
and superiority tended to wuild a wall of partition between 
those at the School who gould see nothing, and those who, 
relative to the avove mentioned points, could see too well. 

The situation appears to have been similar to that of 
the mulatto who finds acceptance difficult in either group 
with which he has something in common. The pupil with con- 
siderable useful viaton was not accepted by sighted children 
a8 sighted, nor by totally blind children as blind. ‘There 
appears to have existed a stratification of the blind 
pupils according to levels of visual acuity, with the totally 
blind constituting the top stratum. 

The partially sighted felt themselves penalized for 
having useful vision, by being reportedly required to take 
charge of totally blind individuals or groups on occasions 
of outdoor excursions as in the ease of attendance at movies. 
Some felt their own difficulties to hace been equal to those 


9 @ncountered by the totally blind, but the treatment and con- 
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vo sideration, voth educational and sooial, received to have 
been discriminatingly unequal. These feelings would seem 
becto» bear upon the problem of providing such individualiza- 
« thon ofetreatment'as the varying problems and capacities 
inherent within so heterogeneous a group would seem to 
requires. 
-» Sighteen of the droup, nine malés and nine females, 
were totally blinds The onset of blindness for these and 
» for the twenty-two who were partially blind is shown in 
oWMABLe Vilwr: | 
» QABLE VII 
AGH AT ONSKT:OF PARTIAL AND TOTAL BLINDNESS 


1-4 Years 

5-9 Years 
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Jeones Years 
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| 30-34 Years | 
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Four mon and three women were, blinded after the age of 
twenty-one and tn 41] but one of these instances, the onset 


was sudden. Two of the women and one of the men appeared not 
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to have recovered fully from this shock. Although all 
four of the men were gainfully employed at the time they 
became blind, only one was contributing to his own support 
at the time of the study. : 

pee «eT impossible to generalize as to the importance 
of the age at which blindness occurred, aa that would tend 
to vary from individual to individual depending upon 
personal adaptive es pacitiesand concurrent compensations 
or difficulties 4m the particular environment. As far as 
could be superficially observed, those blinded earlier in 
life, tended Logit te Gramatige their situation and more to 
take blindness in their stride. If one learns to be blind 
by being blind those earlier, deprived of sight had the edge 


of advantage. ©. 


Cause of blindness 


The inquiry which occasioned the most resistance and 
subjectivity, was that relative to the cause of blindness. 
Some said frankly that they never liked to talk about that, 
while others felt that the fact that they were blind was the 
important thing and not how they "got that way". 

TABLE Vill indicates thas causes of blindness given by 
the pupils themselves, though some blindness attributed 
to causes connoting for them less stigma, was slown in 
School records to have been syphlitic or gonorrieal in 


origin. 
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TABLE Viil 


‘DISTRIBUTION OF FOMTY FORMER PUPILS INTER} 
VIGWBD, ACCORDING TO CAUSE oF BLINDNESS 


| Cause of Blindness Number Blinded 
[SE 
nal TOTAL 40 
Accident 


Albinism . : 
Atrophy of Optic Nerv 
Birth Injury 
Congenital 

Congenital Cataracts 
Congenital Syphilis 
Grude O11 Folsoning 
Diphtheria 
. General Breakdown » 
Glaucoma 

Heradity 

infantile Paralysis 
influenza 

Searlet fever 

| Small pox 

Trachoma 

Uleers 

Unknown 

Wrong medicine in eyes 
Yellow fever 
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Communicable disease, other than venereal, accounted for 
nine cases of blindness and nine mors were attributed to 
congenital conditions. Three were accidental ‘in natura, 
resulting in turn from the ‘blow of a fist, an axe wound to 
the eye and polaoning due to fumes, from erude of] encount- 
ered in work at railroad shops.) It would esem that at least 


the Dlindness caused by “wren, medicine in eyes" could have 
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46 
been Toventea; V1indness from ophtbainia neonatorum was 
also preventable. pik i) 
rr The cause of Wiieades derived its importance not only 
from tredteent possibilities and prognostic hopefulness but 
from the physical consideration of concomitant debilitating 
factors and the psychological consideration of the meaning 
of certain causes of piinéness to the individuals. 

Three persons experienced improvement in vision due to 
troatment. Others remained hopeful that medical science 
would yeu Alsecver ramedidal meaeures applicable in their 
situations. Such experiences and attitudes contributed 
constructively tc the adjustment of those Individuals in 
society. it was interesting also to note that the same 
comparative ease of adjustment wag found among those by whom 
recovery or acquisition of any sight, was realized to be 
impossible. It was those others, not daring to hope for 
improvement, and not willing to accept the finality of 
blindness who found adjustments most difficult and made 
comparatively leas progress socially and economically. 

Difficulties in adjustment and retardation in progress 
were .one frequent among those for whom blindness had re- 
sulted from physical illness ehioh left other eng shan dis- 
abilities in its wake. The pupil, for inetance, whose 
blindness followed infantile paralysis wag ie ft with the 
additional Randieap ef bodily dle and deformity. 


The areas of Causation, however, which showed the largest 
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47.5 
imeiGence of multiple physical or mente] impairment, were 
those of congenital and hereditary) blindness. . fuether 
lack of physical stamina or presence of excessive nervous 
instability resulted from factors hereditary in origin and 
inherent im the genes, or whether the same complex of 
pressures which created or nurtured defect at a possible 
hereditary source, were respongiblje in any given Instance 
for complicating the problem of blindness, cannot be esti- 
mated, but especially inorslaticn to nervous instability 
the influence of at least hereditary predisposition, was 
evident. | . 

And, dinally, the meaning of Clindness to the iadivid- 
Ual»waa found, in.eome eases, to be colored by the cause of 
the defect. These reactions were replete in some instances, 
with rationalization and compensatory thinking. loa few, 
blindness had become a sort, of fetish before which they 
prostrated the sum total of their energies ana expected 
their families to do likewise. These persons were not of 
the group born blind. blindness had come to them after they 
had established their way of life and accustomed themselves 
to it. The comprehensive change necessitated by Glindness 
gave to the defect itself a significance denied it in the 
minds of those for whom it was a part of the beginning of 
life. Hither deprived of opportunity te receive attention 
in other areas or deriving some emotional satisfaction 


‘from the power implications of dependence, these persons 
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enclosed themselves within their blindness which soon 
came ta sarve as ‘beth cage and alibi, as a means of 
getting and as an excuse from working for it. 
ioopefe others, syphlitic or gonorrheal origin of blind- 
aoen Tn tens itiiat feelings of inferiority which might have 
assumed lesser proportions had their tlindness been 
occasioned by accident or smallpox. 

Whatever the cause of blindness was found to be, it 
appeared, considering the attitudes, accomplishments and 
anbitions of the various pupils, that though sons casyal 
factors tended to foster almost uniformly some degree of 
maladjustment or emotional trauma, the important matter as 
to whether. that degree were large or small as well as what 
the practical end-result was in each case, varied from 
person to person depending. upon other influences within 


the individual amd his environment... 
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ntroduc Lon : % ) , 

To. the ohild born blind or blinded early in life, 
family beckground assumes even greater importance in the 
equipment with which he faces life, than it does for the 
sighted child, . Every strength in the hereditary or envir- 
onmente situations, tends to equalize the odds against a 
blind child; every weakness tends to increass them. it is 
imperative for the visually handl eanned to draw constantly 
upon live, fitaak resources within themselves and their family 
situations. if the resources in either case are meager, the 
difficulties encountered in adjusting adequately ina 
sighted society, are increased and intensified. 

The blind child's family isa often for a longer time and 
to a ¢ greater extent, his world than is the family of 
sighted child, Too often, phyeical inactivity imposed by 
protective or rejecting parents, makes the blind child a 
a bd bit of plastic deisel nam constantly aubjected 
to narrow formative influences, unwholesome leniency and a 
dearth of constructive stimulation, 

+f. family relationships are harwonious, they tend to 
foster harmony within the personality of the blind child; 
if they a re blatant with Giscord, they contribute to persone 
49 
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ality disorganization. If family resources are adequate, 
the child gathers strength and conlidence from that area 
of adequacy; Lf, inadequate, feelings of insecurity induced 
by. bldadness, feed at two powerful streams. On every side, 
the blind. are helped or hampered mightily by ing Luences 
generic to the family group. 

We shall here consider aix aspects olf family back- 
ground and influence; nationality, church affillation, 
number and influence of siblings, occupation of the father, 
occupation of the mother and the pre-school financial status 


of the family. 


Wa tionality 
. TABLE IX 


“WATIONALITY OF PUPILS INTERVIEWED, BY COUNTRIES 
OF BIRTH. OF PARENTS OR GRANDPARENTS 
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For a study made in peace-time, a surprising amount of 
resistance was encountered in regard to inquiry cencerning 


nationality. Some said they dic not know, others resarked 
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that they saw no bearing the question could have upon the 
study, while still others Changed the subject. This might 
seem to indicate that the aubjeot of mationality had more 
than @ casual meaning to at least some of the fourteen 
persons from whom replies were not available. it is diffi- 
@ult to evaluate what, if.indeed any, bearing elther 
nationality or the meaning of it to the individuals, has had 
Shin Gaiety abelity to ebsnet adequately, t6, the Seboo) pro- 
gram and to life experience. This is especially true in 
view of. the rural environment from which most of the subjects 
CanG. it is, however, possible that here in the great middle 
die whoxe being an Anerican is the norm about which sons 

and daughters of sod-house pioneers are particularly articu- 
late, a deviation in the form of foreign-born ancestors, 
maybe te tlie blind, another “difference”, another three t 

to acceptance and security. If so, inclusion of it in the 


inquiry and consideration of its effects, are justified. 


Church Affiliation 

Nine denominations were found to be represented among 
those persons interviewed, Four peracee bad wo reli ious 
affiliation and attended no church. The remaining thirty- 


six were distributed as shown in TABLE Xe 
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bom -  “PABLE X 
CHURCH AFFILZATION OF FORTY PUPILS INTERVIEWED 
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Denomination | Number of Persons 


TOTAL, All Denominations . 
Baptist 
Christian m 
Christian Science 
Episcopal | 
Lutheran 
Methodist... 
Presbyterian 
Roman Catholic 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Hone ; 
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Three considerations occasioned inquiry regarding 
church affiliation: First, the importance of the chureh 
as a resource for social and business contacts, Second, 
church attendance as it may indicate adjustment to community 
life, and, Third, the therapeutic potentialities of church 
attendance for the alleviation of such feelings of inferior- 
ity, insecurity and inadequacy as tend to preclude adjustment 
on the level of the individual's actual capacities. . 

Since only seven of the persons wers blinded in adult 
life, the pre-school experience of the majority covered the 
firet few years of life when chureh attendance was not so 
much # matter of personal initiative or desire as of paren- 
tal pressure or approval. Seventeen of the children born 


blind or blinded early in life attended church or Sunday 


ia Wiig? 5 Bes 
ee ms 


é We yfclige ; 4 ¢; ix 
tae OR TET aR a ea 


st MCD. wnchind Lbigoe , ag lLeaeyy met pabrces on wae gow, Oe 
i walle vi el it a 


imomed DLA. o. 
vit A Wer neogaho oye we eater 
veoneloks 


i Hh i > ae ee pet a. eam 


Base We ee ary 


ae cal Ra yd e Ye io be i DO . 
eae Se ey. | 


yaibtege yitupal henolessso anottatedlenca re agat re 
donde edt Yo goastioqal edd death pao kd alfa. sorude 5 
booed ,etoatnoo esentasd bas Lelooe soi. eo1woees, a 

Vd tnwiinea Ob dnouteug ds atgokbal gam 22. eemnetinaneeeit 


ree it e 
~tolsetat to egat toe? dows te noltetvellsa edt tot 6d i ee 
>> wee wets wf ate af ‘aakee oh, Sa 
daoud aston ooutoora os baed ea ‘youupeban2 ioe ys hawooent a ee 
ee eee et se Prt a 
‘ stetdtoages Lado e'Laubty tbat Pry to fevel edg mo 
ie cali we Ba ev 24 Aertas eee w | ies Ie his Sh * 
tobe at bebuttd 010M anoeteg hope: Yo nevea yino oonte ae | 
v3 i ee Mea. ae coe ae Oe” te. 
out beseroo yttrol an wt to soastzeqxe fopdon-o7q ¢ | 


ce Jon tow eonabued ds do sudo arte, unt to etAey wer teat 


-~netsq to ea etlaeb vo evigetéint Lanoeteg to 0d S.am a down 1@ 
atod asibiidoe add to meedaeves .Levotqge 0 emesety woth: 
yabart 10 dots bebnedds ou nt yfsseo bobuttd 0 bante ‘« 


53 
School, or both, at least occasionally. Others were unable 
to attend because of distance from church, lack of sultatle 
clothing or reluctance of parents either to allow a blind 
child to undertake so precarious a venture, or to expose to 
public gazé and comment what they considered a personal dis- 
bpdée: . 

n Relative to the first consideration, that of social and 
business contacts, the latter was, of course, not at this 
point of eoneern to the majority; thet is, to the thirty-three 
whose blindness came garly in life. For the seven blinded 
in adult life, the SopesBritty of employment opportunities 
through ¢hurecl contacts wad 1é6as remote. Of these seven, 
four had active membership in a shuréh: one found employ~ 
ment traceable to that source. 

Social contacts were, in voth groups, more productive 
of benefit. Of the adults, two found in the church group, 
their chief source of companionship; one réceived encourage- 
ment through that medium, to enter the Sehool for the Blind. 

Of the seventeen children who attended church or 
Sunday School, twelve had little other contact with the world 
outsias their homes. for eight of thess, besbb 805.42 with 
the church was a happy one; for four it waa not. The Piiger 
found acceptance and security; the latter found pity, 
patronizing, condescension or ent tag: The former eight 
found adjustment in the school group facilitated by previous 


group contacts at church; the latter found thenselves con- 
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aitioned a one | unhappy experience to be less accepting of 
another which might inf iiot @ siud lar wound. 

The second consideration, that of church attendance 
as indicative of adjustment to communi ty life is closely 
related to ‘the first in the situations under immediate con- 
sideration. The adjustment vas, in thirty-three instances, 
not a personal WES but that of ner ee*s or other relatives. 
Even as such, Aah influence upon the blind child's equip- 
nent bo adjust in a seeing world, was great. Rach interest 
which the fami y had fn common with its néizghbors, meant 
for the child, a little area of needed acceptance. If, on 
oleae 5 hand , his fon iy WAS “different” from the neigh- 
bers anc did not follow their sunday custom of church-going, 
the ehild, sensitive to Be coomguer bt | pressure and conscious of 
ud is more even at an ear ly age, may have found a second 
barrier to norma 1 human relationships. Two barriers are 
haréer to surmount than one. The findings of this study 
indicated just such pio ea on the part of some of the 
ehi laren whose families had no hur ch contacts. 

| For the seven adults, community adjustment ag indicated 
oy shure attendance was &@ more personal matter. It could 
not be expected that the individual would take mors ohrt 
in : communi ty activities after the occurrence of blindness 
then before, therefore the adjustment prior to its onset 
res tend to ind toate what the optimum adjustment capacity 


of eae Individual might ve arter blindness. Of course it is 
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realized that: in a consideration of this sort, proof of 
the original premise might be required for it is inter- 
esting to note that there are those who postulate quite a 
different view than is here taken and hold that church atten- 
Ganece doés, not indicate adjustment within a community. Our 
consideration, however, is of the Church as @ mejor institu- 
tion within the community anc as such, its importance cannot 
be denied. The fact, therefore, that four out of seven 
blind adults had been active in church attendance and 
activities, may be considered valid evidence of a degree of 
participation in commurity life which augured well for later 
adjustments. — 

The third consideration, anu one personal to each pupil, 
is difficult to evaluate. It is certain that more than one 
must have shared the feeling of the person who when inter- 
viewed for this study, said: "Going tc chureh meant more to 
me as a blind child than anything 1. can remember. it didn't 
matter to God that I was blind --- I was His child. And I 
could see God as well as anyone could!" 

Since every area in which the child feals secure and 
accepted, gives him courage to venture into new fields of 
endeavor and contact, the influence of church attendance was 
beneficial. 

Father's Occupation 

While blindness comes to the child of the banker and 

beggar alike, to the farmer's ohild in an isolated rural area 


and to the laborer's child in crowded urban quarters, the 
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56 
problems it presents for each are increased by the pressures 
of certain environments and decreased by those in others. 
Parental occupation ja one of the unequal factors which make 
adjustment to blindness an individual matter. it ts one of 
those things which determine social status; and social status, 
important as it is to the sighted, ig more so to the blind 
who, in every area of their lives, must overcompete. 

».> Parental occupation is 9 major determinant of eaviron- 
ment. A farmer's child living miles frow azo ther habitation, 
often finds it more difficult to accustom himself to the 
necessity for considering others and for modifying his way 
of life to allow for the introduction of programs designed 
for a group. On the other hand, the child may be allowed 
more freedom of physical action; there are open spaces of 
sufficient sige where he may roam without herm, or he may 
venture into the roac with his dog or baby brother without 
Ganger of injury, from a speeding car, Eis Giet may contain 
more of the vitamins which make for a sound body and a 
sound mind end, if useful vision remains, for the retention 
of that precious fragment. 

Whether the latter benefits or the former disadvantages 
follow from rural living necessitated by the fathsr's cecu- 
pation as a, farmer cannot be determined on the occupational 
baaia alone. The Jather's oecupation is a winter thabine, not 
@ decidim,, factor. — | 


or The game is true for urban occupations and environments. 
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Living ‘in crowded rooms urgently “in need of air, sordid 
with aistress and 1 lapidation, rilied with the irrita- 
‘tions of too meh i el ‘the blind child has small 
‘opportunity for atinulation ‘conduct ve of phyeieal and 
mental activity and for We expression of abilities which 
aay remain forever latent, He is not safe in the atreet, 
for ‘too often his parents have beon either too occupied 
with the sordid business of living, viene legit from the 
mechanics of eavhing a subsistence wage. to introduce him 
to the intricacies of traffic and ways to cope with it, or 
have assumed thet @ blind child's room is hig vor la and 
have let it ‘go at that. te shall ‘obaeree in & later chapter, 
the situation of a boy who, except for a brief period at 
the School for the Bling some fourteen years previous to 
the study, had not been known to have left his home. 

On the other hand, an urban environment may allow for 
more ready access ‘to eothntatete Care. Such preventive or 
remedidal measures as may be indleated in individual situa- 
tions can then be applied, for it must be remembered that 
many of those attending the School for the blind retain 
some vision. Opportunity for participation in group 
activity, While limited at best for the blind child espec- 
lally in the past, is moré abundant in urban areas. 

Even more directly affecting the chilc, is the cecupa- 
tion itself. “Ir it affords opportunity for apprenticeship, 


or employment after graduation from school, the child is 
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‘fortunate. if the father's equipment for his work includes 
oki 1s whieh he mey teach his son, there is an edge of 
advantage to be gained. If the father ds a farmer, the 
ohild may find on the parental farm, a (Lela of usefulness 
and source of self-support; cows are not allergic to the 
aints Genet cmd. ahd blind. If, om the other hanc, the 
father is eae railway enginsée where only the sharpest eyesight 
is of use, the child hes not paternal foot stepsin which to 
follow and no Light of paternal éxpertence to guice him on 
his way. ie 

Fathers of the forty persons interviewed were engaged 


in sixteen different occupations as shown in T/S3 Lk XL. 


TABLE X1 


OCCUPATLON Of FATHERS DURING PRE -SCLO0L 
LIPS OF ORTY PUPILS TWPURVI 2yED 


Oseupations | Number of Persons 


TOTAL . & 
Bricklayer 
Carpenter 
Dairyman 
Parmer 
Grocerynan 
laborer 
¥ason - 
Mechanic 
Night Watchmen 
Packing House worker 
Painter | 
Piano Tuner 
Railroad employee 
steamfitter 
Transfer employee 
Dead 
Unknown 
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b> bh At the time of the study, none of the people inter- 
viewed were engaged in SAGHPAR LONE followed by their 
. fathers. Two had at some time worked with thelr fathers, 
whose subsequent, deaths left them unemployed, one for a 
ghort tine, the other for several years preceding the study. 
Some spoke of thelr father's eceupation with pride; it 
was a fine thing to work for the railroad; to be a mason 
required skill,..Others mumbled that their father was a 
laborer, or a.“sort of carpenter". Having, a farmer father 
meant different things, to different people; tc one it meant 
an early chance to move and actindependentily, to have 
Space and clean air and be free from noise; te another it 
meant the heavy smell of barna and an eternal little pig 
getting under foot with intent to trip. fo one it meant 
having something to tie to, for she was “Old Yan So and 
So's daughter" and he'd owned bis farm since anybody could 
remember, while to another it meant a constant fear of losing 
something, for the farm was glways in debt. 
These feelings are influences which elude measurement, 
yet thsir importance in the life of a child is great. 
Tat experiences relative to paternal oceupation had Mog 
unpleasant feeling tone for fully half of the subjects ean, 
however, definitely bé said to indicate one thing: that 


blindness was not the only problem of the pre-school years. 
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Mother's Cogupation 


we “or t the mothers of fi the f fopey sigh Ua studied, four had 
“work whieh | took: then out of the hone, two worked in the 
hone, ‘one as a- leundress and the other aa a practical nurse 
qa charge of 8 “nursing hone. Of the four who worked oute 
‘side the hone, one was a ‘stenogirasher, one « cherwomaa, ane 
a wad and ‘the fourth Slerkea in @ Goper tman’ store. 
at Only ‘the: child of the "washwoman" felt that 1t mattered 
that her mother eovted. "Wer feeling was pot that the 
faut ly had lost caste because the nother worked, ner had 
the type of work ceeasioned oubsrrassnent. Rather, it was 
reseatnent toward the. father “for earning £0 little that it 
was necessary for his salary to be supplemented. it was, 
therefore, the unpleasant tangle or | fami ly relationships 
that mattered. 7 

On the whole, this mothers! ‘gcuph tone appear to have 
had little effect ag the adjustment equipment of the sub-— 


jects. 
2 


bli 

| How ‘many children there aré in a family metters, of 
course, less than what the relationships between them are, 
how elastic the family budget may be and a wholé host of 
things which could never be measwréed nor tabuleted. But 
whether it matters less or more, the fact remains that it 
does, matter; in what way or ways wowld Gepend upon other 
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“ feetors in the sas Mien tas situation. No generalization 

is possible. \ | | 

_., . for a pling child, ‘veing an pit child may mean 
coddling, over-protection, the constant presence of in- 
hibiting Sollcitude; or it may mean unfiet «9 tinulation, 
physical and mental lethargy, loneliness. 0 a blind ehild 
whos world 1s peopled with the volees around him, the more 
voiee-persons in his Laneddate world, the richer the back- 
ground he prings to formal education and later to life 
adjustment. A sighted child oan look out of the window and 
386 the people passing across the street, he can see 
neishbors at work in their gardens and others hanging out 
clothes. These he s668 though he may hear nothing thet they 
say. But the blind ehild has no sanae world or people seen 
across the street; he mas t depend upon those articulate 
things near at hand. Srothers and sisters are media through 
which the outside world gains meaning. ‘hen, too, the give- 
and-take in homes where there is more than one to share the 
little oe the lot the family AA» furnishes constructive 
piepare tion for adjustment to school life later on. Sut 
instances exist where the sighted members of the family 
group figuratively join hands in @ cirele that shuts the 
blind child out. He is resented, he is ignored. Since 
being ignored by two is more painful then being ignored by 
one, the more sivlings in such a family group, the greater 


the feelings of insecurity, inferiority and isolation will 
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be for the blind child. 
* . Sometimes a11 meubers of a family wroup of four or 
six are blind and the situation has its compensations, 
for they tend to help each other. . blindness does not seen 
80 isolated an 111. Instead of being the only blind child 
in perhaps the whole town or countryside, the individual is 
not alone é6ven in his own family. This mitigates the 
adverse effects which accrue from a common feeling of 
being "different". 
Six of the pupils studied had no brother or sister. 
One had eleven. fhe others ranged between the two satremes 
as shown in TABLE XII. 
TASLE AIL 
NUMBER OF SIBLINGS. OF FORTY PERSONS. iNTCAVIiWED 


Number of Siblings umber of Fersons Total 
Siblings 


nn a I EN at a a ad 


TOTAL 4 


POCoOVaneanro 
POrPOCOLPMA DADA 
= 
© 


we 


Boas 


‘10. wot evens ot tS ac 
 esoliseaegmoo edt ead nate audhe.s 
088 gon esob evonbattd | .teddo. dead au at 
bide. batid yfno eit ‘gated. to ‘baedent” PAG Rs 7 
el faabte tbat edd ebleyttavos 20 savor Side ond ner Osa 


odd eodentatm ‘eldt” Sopiaw Four §. etd at neve sit toe i 
to gatfeet omnco a wore eutdoe: ‘detae asoeite » etevba om 
fy | | ee Mtnenettis® ber 
aedate: 10 sedto1d, om bad das ellqug ‘edd to. “pte bi 
2ene td xe “Owd ‘edd Ress sahil wager bsswial edt aeveteo ‘bed ‘sao 
) : ae ab ate Lata at awode ay 
tix giuar elses” a 
Guwadr Vai Tul Chad YTAot Ne lca ba act yh 
F tes) fh, Yaa * eae 
fetoT  sgoeted to red = == waite %© aba 
egalidte art : , 1 Die toed ye 3 et 
bit > IATOT iy 
Q gee ae F igh To Doe 
& 
Sf } at a ) 


= 
ss te 


ie 


ORR 


ott mei. 


# 


© 
ym 
Bi 
Bi% 
a. 
2 Ga, 
OL a. 
&. 
] 
Or. 
cae 
Q 
£ 


~ t | , a 
Yea leg ote wi vere ie Swine eat {an 
P08 08 eee?) oS le i ee Lae 
te eat kt « eer ; PP 


tb, wel le ehh tees) me sae 


63 

it is interesting to note that fifty percent, or 
twenty persons, had we more than two siblings, while 
“seventy percent or twenty-eight persons, had no more than 
three. The average for the stane was Slightly under three. 
These persons did not, therefore, come from large families 
where the daily bread had to be broken many ways. However, 
as we shall see in our consideration of the financial atatus 
ef the families, this is not to be taken to indicate that 
the small number per family meant adequate nourishment for 
each child. It merely means, relative to this study, that 
things were not as bad as they could have been had each 
family bad more children to share the scanty "all" which 
was thé routine portion in most homes. 

Six had brothers or sisters who were blind, and at 
least three had blind mothers. The study seemed to indi- 
gate that the incidence of other blindnesa in the family 
served aa a positive factor in the adjustment of the 
individuals to the probleme attendant upon blindness. 
Whether wisdom and skill in parrying with obstacles had 
come out of a pool of family experiences, or whether the fact 
that it was shared, made blindness assume less giganbie: 
proportions, is not known, out these perscous bad erxcellent 
common sense about the business of being blind. Wost of 
them were clear on the point that but for the accident of 
blindness, they were quite like other people. 

Six were living with brothers or sisters at the tine 
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64 
the study was made. In all but one instance, these siblings 
had no visual defect and were helping in some way in the 
care and support of their blind brothers or sisters. 

: “on the whole, especially among the younger pupils inter- 
viawsd, there had been a noruwa] give-and-take between blind 
and sighted siblings. The withdrawal of two of the group 
from the School for the Blind was, in large measure, 
oeeasioned by their feeling that si hted siblings had educa- 
tional advantages they were not getting. It seemed per- 
feotly an tural for these blind children to consider thom- 
selves capable of profiting by supposed advantages in their 
sibling's school situation. That the change was successfully 
made, augurs well for future adjustments. 

Sibling Ph Moment ee from this study to have 
offered little diffileulty and to have fostered, ratier 


than hinaered, progress dur ing the pre-sehool and later years. 


To the bling and sighted alike, financial status is 
a factor of prime importance. Poverty often taxes to the 
Aimit the adaptive capacities of @ither, but to the blind, 
already confronted with major adjustmente which must be 
made, economic insecurity can well be the fateful straw 
Seatined to break the camel's back. Contrawise, absence of 
economic pressures may make possitle euch full and unhanp- 


ered use of all available human energies as is demanded by 
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6& 
problems more immediately concerned with blindness, It- 
self. ity 8a 

There are two aspects of financial status which re- 
quire some consideration here; the physical ana the paycho- 
logical. 

Since, as shown in TABLE XIIT,the majority of the 
pupils interviewed were from the low Income group, it is 
lexitimate to take what might otherwise seem, a negative 
approaoh. ‘The physical implications of poverty are legion 
and sé@rious. Sconomies, first applied to ths less essential 
things of life, encroach farther and farther into the vital 
areas of bread-ané-butter, of warm clothing and dry shelter. 
They preclude medical care and a dental check-up cecasloned 
by anything short of a viciously throbbing tooth becomes 
unthinkable. ) 

Por a sighted child, these things are serious; for a 
blind child the dangers are a hundred-fold Increased. As 
we have noted, many of the children attending the School 
for the Blind retain some useful vision. The optinum 
physical well-being is essential for maximum use of this. 
Visual residue; it is essential in many cases for its 
retention. It 1s difficult for those with normal visual 
acuity, to comprehend what saving the smallest particle of 
eyesight oan mean to @ visually handicapped child. 

Whether @ child has little or no vision, other physical 


probleus follow from inadequate family income. On every 
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66 
rs ney blind ehild ie confronted with situations which 


+2 ge 


tax his Ingenui ty ‘ena his stamina. He 1s deprived of that 
sense through which over eighty percent of ail impressions 
cone} he mus t substitute the combined alertness of ee 
remaining senses. ‘Upon the sensitivity and accuracy of 
these substitute x receivers may depend his very life. These 
substitute senses do not becone Wore aude because the need 
for their services Increases ; rather is the need for 
utilizing ther to the utmost of their receptive capacities, 
vastly increased. Physical and mental health are easent ial 
to weet that need. Fabigue resulting from ele ap dulls 
the senses, retards physical and santa’ responses to external 
stimuli and lowers the threshold to discase. 

| Cater condi tions of nelnubrition, Impressions received 
by & blind onild are blurred, incoherent, confused. Henee, 
he who must depend tig his mewory mor 6 than upon any other 
faculty he possesses, is defeated at the outset, for a tired 
menory is charged with the retention of & Vague and 2 ae 
less Jumble which will never assume intelligible form or 
content. a keen ane disciplined mewory is of prime importance 
to the pling and _— iupairnent of its functioning 99 agent 
hinders the blind Andividus in adjusting nimeed f to a 
seeing world. 

‘The blind, of necessity, live ab a high pny ony The 
most basic drive of many self-preservation, mesne the blind 
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67 
pressure, of smell amt—ferl and object impact that the 
sighted can ignore. In the maintenance of this jntensive 
receptive consentratéen, stremendous nervous energy is 
expended. Bid: donee energies of the physically f1t are 
taxed to the utmost; the situation of the 111 or under- 
nourished is not difficult to imagine. 

Financial insufficiency works havoc not only in 
physical but in psychological areas of the individual's 
life. We have already noted that social status ie important 
to blind and sighted alike. Social status often rests on 
economic factors. To a blind person, acceptance is impor-. 
tant. “Without it, a1] his feelings of inadequacy, of 
inferiority, of futility inhibit him at every turn. These 
feelings sre the harvest of much sowing by many hands; the 
protective parent, the taunting playmate, the patroniging 
public and the empleyer whose name ia Legion, who sees hin 
as only a pair of blind eyes and is ippornto une $0 any 
capabllities he may have. #ach instance of rebuff increases 
the need to be accepted, to be recognized as a person of 
worth, as a person who, in some significant area of 
experience, is adequate... if, therefors, the blind. peresen 
is poor, if neither me nor hia family are accepted in the 
community as people of worth and, standing, adjustment on 
verious subsequent levels of experience will be difficult. 
On the other, hand, of course, if the family income is 


sufficient to give the family even & small measure of 
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prestige in the neighborhood or town, the feeling of 
inadequacy Scbdetoned by society's attitude toward 
PLA ds ° onete to be neutralized. 
~°<“"R ehild who might have surmounted the limitations 
imposed upon him by blindness, may be unable to cope with 
the additional handicap of poverty and seek to escape the 
painful reality of both by withdrawing into seclusion and 
inactivity. 
| The whole business of what caused the poverty In the 
first place, brings up considerations which cannot but 
affect the life and adjustment of the blind person té some 
Gegree. Will factors which made the sizhted father ineap- 
able of earning an income sufficient for his family's needs, 
preclude the attainment of self-support by the blind son? 
Are there weaknesses inherent in the family make-up which 
will hinder the blind child from becoming a useful citizent 
Has low intellectual capacity of the parents kept the 
family at a low economic level ++ and will the mental ability 
of the child make school progress difficult? These are 
considerations of vital importance, but ones about which no 
conclusions can be assumed. It would seem probable thet 
adequate physical and psychological examinations would 
render these considerations somewhat less matters of eon- 
jecture. 


The four arbitrary classifications used in Table XIII, 
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are defined as followss "Good" indicates families in which 
a steady income made possible expenditures necessery for 
physical apd: mented ben} th; "Pair" indicates families in 
which moderate or spasmodic income necessitated economies 
in areas where physical or mental bealth were involved, as 
in selection of food, allowance for normal outside activi- 
ties and adequate medical and dental service. “Poor” 
indicates families where income was meager, where inexpensive 
food with low vitemin content was the rule, where only 
emergent situations oecasioned medical service and where 
financial worries oveetnaee pucteof ming. “Very Poor” 
indicates families where outside ald was at times necessary, 
not niweys in the form of organized “relief" but of some 
kind from some sources. Their lives were bounded by rigid 
economies, their homes were shabby, their clothing limited, 
their food scanty. 

It is realized that these groupings are arbitrary 
and are only approximations. Statistioal material on the 
subject was difficult to obtain nor could the interviewer 
draw first-hand conclusions, as few lived, at the time of 
the study, in homes from which they head entered the School, 
How conditioned replies, in some instances, may have been 
by family pride, wishful thinking or a compensatory need 
for family status, cannot be judged, It would appear, 
however, that there was little of any of these as many 


persons said they had been poor; there had been financial 
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struggles since they could remenber. 
that 1s of interest is that, Judging &s best we may 
under the otroenstandée only fifteen percent or six 
persons belonged to families where incomes had been 


sufficient to meet ordinary needa on a lony-time basis. 


TABIH ALIT 


PRE-SCHOOL FINANCIAL STATUS OF FAKILIZS 
| OF FORTY PUPILS INTERVLEWED 


TOTAL Good fair Poor Very Poor 
eee 
Humber of Yamilies 49 | a 10 16 8 


It is, therefore, evident that blindness was not the 
only problem which confronted most of the pupils during 


pre-school days. 
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time © Yr sohonie. thu 
CHAPTER VII 
| School ‘History of ‘Forty Pupils of the Nebraska 
School for the. blind -- Entrance, Attendance 
and Departure 


Introduction 


Pupils included in this study, entered the Netvraska 
School for ihecbtand dexer a period of forty-elzht years. 
Their school attendance covered a period of fliity years. 
‘In period of time, their experiences represent an adequate 
cross-section of ‘the institution's history. Gonsiderstions 
of this ebapter are largely statistical and desi with the 
school expsrience of those forty pupils from whcse @xperiences, 


conclusions of this study were drawn. 


Of the forty pupils studied, seven had lost their 
sight after the age of twenty-one and, though none of 
them had finished the elghth grade, their formal schooling 
had been coneluded before the onset of blindness. 

An additional eighteen pupils attended other schools 
prior to admission to the Seheol for the Bliné. This is 
interesting in view of the fact that thirty-one or three- 
fourths of the forty were either totally blind or other 
wise visually defective before the age of six, the usual” 
age for entering sehool. 


The children were all under the age of sight at the 
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time of sutering other schools than the School for the 
Blind; three were five, fourteen wore six and eight were 


seven. Thsy entered both rural 


TABLE X1V 


NUMBER OF YRARS TWENTY-FIVE PUPILS 
ATTENDED SCHOOL. FAIOR TO AbKISS1ON 
TO THE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 


TOTAL | Number of Years Attended 
x hae Diva Ren Bow BednrGovaMec Be AS socVaknowra 


and urban schools in and out of Nebraska. Seventeen attended 
public schoolg in Nebraska, ten attending urban schools, 
seven, rural. Eight, four in urban anc four in rural, 
attended public schools in other states. As shown in 
TABLE AIV, these pupils attended school for from one to 
twelve years prior te admission to School for the Klind 
Gliuinating the seven pupils, blinded in adult life, the 
average number of yeara spent by the remaining sighteen | 
pupils in sighted schools, was four. 

TAG L), EV shows persons advising or effecting change 
from sighted schools to the school tor the Blind for the 
eighteen minor pupile.. 
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'o TABLE XV 
PERSONS KESPONSINLE POR KEMOVAL, OF BIGHPEEN PUPILS 
FROM SIGHTED SCHOOLS TO SCHOOL YOK THE BLIND 


rs 


Pupil Himself Parents Priest Teacher Juvenile Joctor 
dle | Court 


‘Phe four children for whom change to the School for 
the Blind was effected by the Juvenile Court, hed cone 
under the Court's supervision subsequent to the death of 
one or both parents and their own consequent dependency. 

The pupil deciding upon the change for himself, was eager 
to learn Braille in order to keep up with reading he was 
unable te de otherwise. In both cases where psrents arranged 
the change to the Sehool for the Blind, the reason was 
economic; both families were very poor and maintenance for 
at least cone child in the family for a nine month period 
yearly was a matter of economic importance. Dectors 
recommended changes for three reasons: first, in order to 
prevent damage tc remaining eyesight ty undue strain in 
sighted schools, second, because the prognosis in individual 
cases seemed poor and the training provided by the School 
for the Blind seemed best fitted for the ehild's eventual 
needs, and third, in order to prevent physical or emotional 
stress which competition with sighted pupils might occasion. 


In the instance noted in TABLE XV, the teacher advised 
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parents that the child's vision was too defective to 
allow for progress in sighted, classes. ‘The priest 
recommending, change did: so on the basis of fitting the 
child to meet hisparticular bandicap in later life. 
Academic progress, so far as may be judged from yearly 
promotions, was normal. . 


” Admission to the School for the Blind 


Persons by Whom Sntrance was Suggested 
TABLE XVI shows tho persons by whom entrance to the 


Sehool for the Slind was suggested. Thia TABIS inoludes 
and supplements saterial of TABLH AV, which covered only 
those pupils who had ettended other schools prior to appli- 
cation for admission to the school for the Plinc. it gives, 
therefore, a totel picture of influences leading to applica- 
tion for acmigsion to the Scheel by all members of the 
ereup of forty... | 
TABLE AVI 
PERSONS BY BHOk APPLICATION FORK ADMISSION TO 
. SCHOOL Ok THE BLIND WAS, SUGGESTED 


ee tm ee ee 


Person or eney Person or Agency 


Suggesting School Number Suggesting School Number 

TOTAL » 49 Relatives, not parents 1 
Doctor 12 Rotary Club 1 
friend ye 4 Self 4 
Juvenile Court 4 Social Agency & 
Parente ocu) i 14% ? Unknown 1 
Pastor or Priest is) 
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“Wine instances were notéd in TABIA XV of withdraw. 
al from sighted pubiie schools being recomnended by 
doeters who also suggested application for admission to the 
Behool for the Blind. The Pemaining three instances of 
application for admission due to doctor's recommendation 
were in cases of ohildren blinded early, for whom admission 
$e: the School was the only plan considered. 

Juvenile Court rscomnendationa followed the taking 
over by thet agency of supervision of children left 
dependent by the death of one or both ‘parents. 

Two Protestant pastors recommended training in the 3chool 
“for adults whose blindness had occurred late tn 1tfe and 
who were depressed or embittered and in need of rehabili- 
tation. A Roman Catholic priest suggested that the blind 
child of a widewed parishioner be placed in the Schoo] in 
order that. he be fitted to aseume the maximum of self- 
support in later life. 

The Rotary Club in Nebraska City arranged for admission 
for a child in whom they had become interested through one 
of the club members. This club and later, the Lion's Club, 
supplied the child with clothing and transportation. 

Recommendations for application to the Scicol were 
made by three agency workers, one, a field agent at ene time 
employed by the state with duties inoluding oversight of 
the blind, one a member of the staff of the bepartment of 
Vocational Kshabilitation under the State Sivision of 


to eponateat. een? 4 vamnaiabsial a 
‘dottebuemsove + a'mogood of enb wes ; 
aoleeimbe modw ot ,¢f120 bebatia” ‘ . rth | a pe) 
; _sbexebLoaoe aalg rise eae pay feodae ois jd a, 
| 


cae hE. ee 4 Pant: Sule nas ee Nal as ie 

re oa trex ‘21019 abctéamoae't pre sitaney) ey eS 
" HRel coxbttdone sadnieenecnine mys nie vy 

4 


foodas | inden: isieuities Debnodnd eee evovuna: sadsaou ise aug toa tg 
bas ett mt-egal bexivoso Bid ‘eucnbitle eso w'sstund 4h. 
 +bidadet 10 been ab doe beretd ide %o beeeduqes erew die 
bakit odd satt Bedveygwe teetrq’ Ot forited ‘Hadon A” sotdal i 

oat Loodoe arid at bovalg 9d sone teyrag Sewobiw = Yo BE Yee ei 
wiles to, mumbxen ert omens ov BeyetT we aap wade © ts 


nang 
-O1LL vodal' nt froqque) 
aolesalmbsa tol Segoania ystd eieandel al duld yretok ed? Me oh a 


ano dyvordd Dedeoxdal ewooed batt’ orld mote ai bEtKo »® 0X Bye. 
4f9 e'aoll edd ,.tedal baw dulo eld? .evecdhem dulo edt to 


 foldsdioguasid haa gaiddoke d3itw Slide odd Sybierinke’ 


tds and) MMe 
oom S ger ya 


ow td acto ja dnoge ‘bhet? 2. 1900. .210N10 OCR ge. wend. -yd-obam: se : 
| 20 $dgtanexo, wealoulent eeltudicidiw. ooade odd yd rteniets 
2o toeudy aged ot to Mate exit he 19dmem 2 o, ‘i | 
1o notetvid ‘edad. ‘oxi? reba motes ti reno lt 


etew Logie edt of notiaotique to? eaots able 


ake ae 


: ; aes —— 
pi as Ap atey ane Be ret cami Pale Ac atin Nigh 2a int Cough aeereses sine apie ye 


76 

Vocational Bducation and one, the representative of a 
city relief agency se | 

Parents, sans vie and the wind We themselves sponsored 
application { for admission by the remaining ‘pupils, with the 
sipenbton.of one. wio.Ai4 not know by whom entrance to the 
School had been suggested. 
18 It is probable that a large nuniber of recommendations 
relative te application for admission to the School, 
resulted from a variety of indirect influences; that the 
person to whom suggestion’ is attributed in TABLE XVII was 
not the sole souree of vee cmmenda Sia especially in cases 
wii © parents or the pupils themselves are cited as respon- 


gible for initiating such applications. 


Year of Adwiesion 
| TABLE XVII shows distribution of the forty pupils 


according to the year they entered the Nebraska school for 


the Blind. 
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TABLE XVII 
ADNISSION OF FORTY PUPILS STUDIYD, BY YZARS; 1890-1937 


Year Number Admitted Year Wumber Admitted 
Seer rea alenseeienas aamaoeeamem EE a ea aman aaa 
TOTAL, All Years 40 

1890 1 1920 4 

1891 & 1921 va 

1892 1 1927 2 

1697 1 lve 3 

1898 1 1929 2 

1901 ii 1930 1 

1906 1 1931 5 

1909 1 1v32 | 

1910 1 1933 2 

1915 1 1934 & 

1916 1 1936 1 

1919 i 1937 1 


Among this group, the largest number of admissions was 
in the year 1934, the year following definition by law of 
the responsibility of the State Child Welfare Bureau in re- 
gard to defective children. Whether supervision by that 
Surens, of blind children not otherwise provided for, 
accounted for the increased number of admissions to the 
School in 1954, is not snsarene The report of the State 
Board of Control for the biennium ending June 30, 1939, 
attributed the inerease in enrollment at the School for 
that biennium as being no doubt due to efforts of the State 
Child Yelfare Division in seeing that blind children 


received the education provided for them and required by 


: Ms ial ics . ‘ 


1 Session laws of Nebraska, 1933; p. 494. 
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lee’, and it may well be that the increase noted in 1954 
has the samé explanation . it may seem that the sampling 
shown in TABLE XVII 1s too small to indicate possible trends, 
but, judging from the average year-by-year enrollment of the 
School, the numerically small group of five, admitted from 
Douglas and lancaster Counties in 1934, probably consti- 
tuted about han peveulll of the total enrollment and cer- 
tainly a larger percent of the admissions for the year 
as some of the School population would have besn enrolled 


at an earlier time. 


Age at Admission 
The ryens ae’ of this group at the time of admission to 


the School for the é1ind was five; the oldest was forty- 
nine. As has been noted in TABLE IV, twenty-five of the 
pupils nad attended school prior tc entering the School for 
the Blind tr seven, blinded late in life had concluded 
their schooling before sight was lost. These latter persons 
entered the sehool either in order to learn Braille or 

to take some industrial training which mizsht aid them in 


resuming self-support on a rehabilitated basis. 


ee 


2 Thirteenth Biennial Report of the Board of Control of 
Nebraska, Yor the Period ending June 30, 195%, p. li: 
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TABLE XVIII 


AGE OF FORTY PUPILS STUDIED, a? TIWE OF ADMISSION 
TO SCHOOL FORK THE BLIND 


Age Number of Persons Age Number of Persons 


Fre a od 
TOTAL, All Ages © 40 

Brat 1 16 2 
&° é 21 2 
Wt; 7 26 1 
Bou 4 27 1 
10 Me) 40 | 
11 2. 45 | 
12 3 44 1 
13 Z 45 1 
15 a 49 1 


For the entire group, the average age at tine of ad- 
mission to the School was fifteen; for the group exclusive 
of the seven adults admitted after the age of twenty-one, 


the average age was approximately ten. 


Grade Entered 

Since twenty-five of the pups wad attended other 
sepnesey the pupils were on various Sevele of academic ad- 
vancenent at the tine of edmiesion to the School for the 
Blanes TABLE KIX shows the distribution of the pupils 


according to the gerade patered at the School. 
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TABLE XK 
ADMISSION TO SCHOOL FOR BLIND, ACCORDING TO GRADE BNTYRED 


Grade Entered Number of Grade Entered Number of 
Pupils Pupils 
TOTAL, all Grades 40 Sixth 2 
Pirst 14 Seventh 1 
Second 4 Eighth Me) 
Third 4 Winth 2 
Fourth 1 Special g 


“It will be noted that although fifteen pupils had 
attended no school prior to ddmfssion to the School for the 
Blind, only fourteen were entered in the first grade as one 
pupil was somewhat older and was classified as "Special" 
for that reason presumably. . 

The remaining eight students classified as "Special" 
consisted of the seven adults blinded later in life and 
one adolescent who had graduated from high school elas- 
where and entered the School for special] industrial train- 
ing. | 

Attendance 
Duration of Attendance 

The average attendance for both males and females 
was approximately five years. Two instances where atten- 
Gance was for aix days only were those of a girl whose 


homesickness necessitated her return to her home, and a 
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boy pepapted by his mother to have been dismissed because 
of lack of suitable clothing, but ihewn by the School 
vederds %e have bee. mente lly incompetent to undertake the 
work of the School. Supp lementary objective evidence 


concurs in the latter finding. 


TABLE AX 


“CENGTE OF TIME FUPILS STUDIED SPENT IN SCHOOL FOR 
THE BLIND 


— Less Than 


TOTAL i Near 1 & €@ & 6 6 9 20 12 15 14 16 


Female @ 3 ee Tae Oy See pee eee a si. 8 © 


Two attended the school for five mouths only: one acult 
male who had entered the School latendlng to take industrial 
training, but leaving after five months feeling that he had 
accomplished bis purpose so far as the school program 
allowed, and ao epuds female who, after five months in the 
School was dismissed. This pupil reported the dismissal 
due to quarantine of the School for scarlet fever. School 
records, however, attribute the dismissal to "mental insta- 
bility". 

Two attending the School for six month periods were also 


adults interested in especial industrial courses. One with- 
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drew at the end of six months, fevling he had learned what 
was available along the line of his interests; the other 
was dismissed, according to the pupil's report, because of 
disagreement with the School administration, 

"Three of the five attending the School one year only 
were adults there for special training. Iwo were minors 
withdrawn because of health or inability to progress in the 
School. 
fhe terms of fourteen and sixteen years indicate con- 
nennhne attendance at the School, the thirteen year period 
indicates the addition of a year of post-graduate work 
following absence from the sehool subsequent to ey 


therefrom. 


- Departure 

Grade Completed 

TABHLE XX1 shows the grades completed by these pupils 
at the time they left the School for the Blind. U&xclusive 
of the nine special students, nineteen, or a little more 
than sixty-one percent of the pupils Had (inished the 
eighth grace at the time they left the Sehocl and nine or 
@ little more than twenty-nine percent had «raduated from 


high school. 
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TABLE XXI 


GRADES - COMPLETED BY PUPILS AT TIME OF DEPARTUKE FROM 
- SCHOOL YOR THH BLIND 


Grade Completed Number Grade Coupleted Number 
Rite *E of Pupils of Pupils 
TOTAL, all grades 40 ) 
Yone ~~ 3 Eighth 4 
Pour th 1 Ninth 2 
Fifth 1 Tenth 4 
Sixth 2 Twelfth % 
Seventh 5 # Special g 


* Pupils not enrolled for regular academic work 


Beside the two pupils who attended the School for only 
six days, a third child had completed insufficient work at 
any one grade level to have been considered as completing 
that grade. Due in part, in the parents' opinion, to being 
partially sighted instead of totally blind, this child 
found difficulty in adjusting to the S¢ehool and adapting its 
program to personal needs. Braille was especially difficult 
dent.ame of remaining eyesight was resorted to in reading it, 
with consequent strain on the child's eyes. Subsequent 
placement in a public school for sighted children resulted 
in adequate progress. 

The study showed that pupils with the least vision 
made, on the whole, the best progress. Of the nine who 
completed the twelfth grade before leaving the School, six, 


or sixty-six percent, were totally blind. Another had 
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64 
little more than light perception. Of the four who 
graduated from the eighth grade, two or fifty percent were 
totally blind. 


Year, of Leaving 
Departure from the School of the first of this group 


was in 1897; that of the last was in 1959; Distribution of 


the pupils by years of departure ia shown in TALL&E XXII. 


TABLE XXIT 
DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS ACCOHDING TO YEAR OF DEPARTURE FROM 
SCHOOL 
Year Number of Pupils Year Number of Pupils 
TOTAL, All Years 490 
1897 1 e929 2 
19090 1 1930 4 
1901 3 193) 1 
1906 1 1932 2 
19068 i 1953 1 
1914 4 1934 1 
1918 1 1935 3 
1921 1 1956 Ke) 
1924 i 1937 5 
1926 . 1 19338 3 
1926 2 1939 2 


It is significant that twenty-three or approximately 
fifty-seven percent of the pupils left the Sehool during the 
decade immediately preceding the study. Their experiences 
allow for a fairly current picture and preclude a purely 


historical approach. 
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Age at Leaving : 

For many of the pupils, the age at which they left 
the School, was the age at which they became potentially 
employable. It was the age at which they were going out 
into a sighted society to become "self-sustaining and use- 
ful citizens". Toward that end, they had undertaken their 
education and for the accomplishment of that purpose was 
the School for the slind established and maintained. 

For some of the pupils, there was further education 
and training ahead: nine entered public echools, six had 
one or more courses in colleges and conservatories, two of 
these latter graduated from college, one of them receiving 
both a Master's and a Doctor's degree. For some, however, 
it was the age at which an indeterminate period of idle- 
ness began. | 

TABLi XAIII shows at what ages these pupils left the 
School. 

The average age of the males at the time of leaving 
the School was slightly over twenty-three and that of the 
females was slightly over twenty-one. These averages, } 
of course, include those pupils adult at the time of 


admission. 
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TABL# XXITI 


AGE AT DEPARTURE FROWN THE SCHOOL FOR BRE BLIND 


All 
Ages 6 8 G 10 15 #14 #15 #16 17.18 #19 20 #1 22 24 £5 26 26 40 47 49 


Soran = 40. 3213°323 15 2 S&S & 6 [$5-8 BeAsso® i @-251 HR Dai s 
vale We iweosi1-o0° 6° 15 BS ig: h  Es4e2e g Of 01-0 & § SC 
Female eeS 0° 4°65 3° 2 «8 Hes [3 £° co: 0 0 } e*aegoh p 6 Fs 


vw tus reo reigh 
@: sa wet oy rs 


ea his pele, ar B . 8 
Rael | My, Mae 


knot poeend | his ame (9 , Oe ta 


. di me a 
Bare Be Sade i, Lage pre 


. 3 5 ; Ln a o ae re 
ear ob athlon Le Gee TE ion iy 


ae my dh ; PLD ain ‘ 


| a ae : oe eae tngel et aenswen ‘dena * an ion 
es a) eee ali z yes vit i nap sal on i ‘. 
teow ate gor i ot oaccgndy pe Oe a I, pee ge ‘* if 


he eR Bg 


my aaa | 'e hors “y rad pees s oa iw Oe ope eda sean 


hy 4 tatied me: w oe Nett ‘TEBAK asia cane 4 , 
| we we i A is J 
ie | it. i | +s) eh oniuay wi, | 
pia gps parortnt oy Rane we em stil, 
ANT jen i ekki | ono RiPetges seats 2 wii 
vee wl is of} OY shoe oon ont 


et 4 2, 


“4 9 ee | 
i) ° 
” w — ais 


peewee 


” rt ta y eee , OH) 
Ri 2a SON fo Leavi 


it is difficult to wabuis he ‘reasons given for departure 
from the School. Théy were varied and each was part of a 
complex of personal feelings and sunee lonnes which gave to 
even gimilar reasons different meanings. in order, however, 
to present a somewhat clearer, though certainly not so 
adequate, report of study findings, T TABLE XXIV attempts 
an approximate Grouping of reasons given by the pupils 


relative to lesving the School for the Blind. 


TABLE AAIV 
REASONS GIVEN BY PUPILS PORK LEAVING THY SCHOOL FOR THE 
BLIND 
Reason Number Reason Number 
for Leaving of Pupils for Leaving of Pupils 
TOTAL 40 

Dismissal 6 Pergone] Unhappiness 5 
Graduation 9 Desire to Attend Other 
Poor Health 6 Schoole 6 
Parents’ Request 2 Compistion of Available 
Warriage | 1 Courses 3 
Homes ickness 2 Needed at Home 1 


Further interpretation of reasons given for departure from 
the School is indicated here, as situations to whieh they were 
related were of more than passing importance to many of the 
pupils. Whatever the objective circumstances may have been 
which gave rise to the reasons given for leaving the School, 


the meaning of them to the pupila ie clear. Many of the 
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8&8 
pupils expressed feer thet if they spoke frenkly on the point, 
they would later encounter diserimination in regard to recelv- 
ing Blind Asaiatance or any other form of state uid, and 
would further preclude beiny considered for any employment 
opportunities which might require recommendations from 
the School administration. Others did not wish to appear 
unappreciative of efforts on their behalf. Sthare, on the 
contrary, felt that expression of their reasons for leaving 
or mention of situations giving rise to them, might help 
others who would enter the School at eose future time. The 
oléer pugtls were inclined to speak with reserve, in a few 
instances occasioned by the feeling that previous reeitais 
of experientes relutive to leaving the School, had been 
unproductive of constructive change and that there appeared 
little to be gained for anyone in reiterating what only 
served, for then, to arouse unpleasant memories, A few wore 
skeptieal of the use to which material would be put, fearing 
thelr comments might appear in print with their names attach- 
ef. The younzer group, aluost without exception, spoke 
more freely. In’ four inatanses, parents curtalled pupils! 
cémments on this subject, feeling apparently that 1t would 
appear that their children had not been able to "set along 
with people". ) 

Some replies to questions regarding departure from the 
@chool were made with considerable exoression of subjectivity; 


others evaluated circumstances leading to their departure 


36 ? > ’, 79 \ 
.fatog edt ae yfdaert edoqe yedd ae tedi’ 108% ‘beneangen 6f , 7 


prteees oF bunyet ah molt aateltoatd ‘deciles ben erg ue t ye 


h PO 2 TERS Pd whe et OF Yew bh wi 
bas ota etage to at01 ‘e110 | ’ AY 

ee ea at ‘ag ‘era 

snenyotqne aa sod berebtence gnied 


worl anct2abaenmeoet Saba date 2 kee apeiron 
asa oa ae ele 00 ‘Dib. ‘sede. ny fois cbuhanie footos ‘edd 
ed? mo , Stasi ‘shaded stead ae waters to oF Sebel ttieds | ui 
' pietvacd. 02 ansenor ated 19 noteecsqxb jadd Stor syiethade. | 
ated édgin carats pe cols aaivis enol dae wut | ¢ to no siden 40. 
edt .omlé owsy? ‘enos ts ‘ftoodes ede "getde pt ee ‘ore t “di 
wet a at .ovtese: aAviw deeqe a? featlont oxew ef lquq én 
af attgot edolvetq fade ean tear, edt Yd beagtencoo eeonsdent 
meed bar , flooded edt anton’ ot evtteles seocelteqae “to 
Beraegqa eredd Jadd baa egaado hs on aneenad ‘ovtvoubangem 
tino tadw gist? e109 Loe at enoyns * ‘tot t beatag od | of otadit 
e1ew wel A -26t rowed taseaclgny exyots oF ,med? f01 bow ree 
gntasel tag ad. blugw Sobited sa do tite ‘ot eaw odd to tiottaede | 
~dostin eemag stedt détw datyg at ‘weage Stat staoambo ahbie 
exogs ,aoldquoxne “guoddtw tacks e .qwotg ‘TOBNNOY oft, se 
el igag "bef tatwo etaetag |, weoratent tet ab - +yleett oom 
dived df tact! (Linenagys golive? ,soeies, alae. Ao, etneameo 
hia apa ad; ofda ane: fon, adiihintid mY, Wasi fioni' 
st wainis iad-nth haan’ inane ‘we “aakines. 0008 | 
{Wlvitesldua Ie molawercae oLdarebLenoe shy, haps baie tet 
erud rage, sted, of anthaal, seocintum tte petauk ‘i 


6g 
from the School with apparent objectivity. Some related 
experiences relative to leaving the School, in a list- 
less and disspirited manner; others were animately articulate. 

Relative to classifications given in TABLE XIV, consid- 
eration of points raised, may clarify replies pertinent to 
this subject. 

“ Pismissaal occasioned the departure of 81x of the pupils 
from the School. In four of these instances, pupil's reports 
and School records concur. In the remaining two instances, 
it would appear that the evaluation given in the School 
records was the more nearly correct. ‘Three pupils were dis- 
missed for disciplinary reasona: “one child was dismissed as 
incorrigible after completing the sixth grade, a second 
reportedly was unable to accept "rebukes" regarding conduct, 

a third was dismissed at the ae of six subsequent to six 

days in the School during which time he evinced mental 
incapacity for undertaking the work of the School. The School 
record regarding this child states: "General opinion that 

this child is feeble-minded, “¢ feared his mental condition 
from the start", The mother reported that the child had been 
sent home because of lack of sultable clothing. MA viecentary 
evidence tends toward the former conclusion. A fourth child 
was Gismissed reportedly because of "feeble-mindedness".— 

This child made normal grade progression tn the School and 

is reported to have @djustea sdtisractortly to public school 


Classes subsequent to departure from the School. ‘Yhis dis- 


“tatanisee sglstaee | r eteddo 
~DAAAGA, ma bss ait aera ott 


\ } ’ mM ‘ 
j wi 3 yw y ¥ Aine TF i ae : 
: " Frio) Vo) ae « Ae ate a 
m 7. ‘ ‘ oe et ou 2 oy 2 ees 


-etb etew el tquag aan _ »teetto0o hia exom edd eam, m oe" 
es beeeimeth eaw bLido eno ienosset Ytantigtasth 10}, | pe ate 
bagoes # .ebaty dixie ont gattelquoo tod le efdigiareont, 

_ toubrios , and baoapne ovate; ARO ARR § of sides saw 


foodoe eat “.feonoe edd lo diow edd dito ites pm xy res L 
tadd notatge Leteged" seetate fide, eld gatbragem | bx 2" a 
notd Losgo fatnem eid ilies eo nu doestteliers al pee oe ‘ 


bf tdo dd tu0% A sMoleufonod 190103. rer baawod abcod,« i ii : “e ; 
| -asonbebain-0iseex" to esyaosd Pca oa : IB 


missal appears to have made self-confidence difficult for 
the child and has reportedly precluded the taking of 
initiative in entering into group activities. he-entering 
any schoo] was reportedly delayed for some time due to the 
child's inability to gain sufficient self-confidence to 
undertake the venture. Physical growth at the time sechool- 
ing was resumed was beyond that of other pupils on the same 
grade level, and led to shyness and considerable unhappiness. 
Two of the pupils dismissed were adults: one vecause of 
“unstable mentality", the other reportedly because of 
inability to agree with the administration relative to points 
considered arbitrary by the pupil. 

Graduation accounted for departure from the Schoo] of 
nine pupils. As has been noted, Six of this group were 
totally blind. 

Poor Health resulted in departure from the School of 
five of the pupils. One of these was discharged from the 
School on physician's orders because of epileptic seizures. 
This pupil after two years of education prior to admission 
to the school, had remained in the School six years, 
completing the work of thé seventh and part of the eighth 
grades. A second pupil was withdrawn at the suggestion of 
the family physician as he was “always 111" while in the 
School and was not happy in the School due to what was re- 
ported to have been the "defeatist" attitude encountered _ 


there. This pupil appyears to have made normal adjustment to 
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the demands of his environment since leaving the Sehool 
and has suffered no further illehealth, A third pupil 
requested dismissal in order to, enter a hospital. A chronic 
pulmonary illness had reportedly been aggravated by "over- 
work" and hoepitaligation was indicated. A fowth pupil was 
withdrawn on parents! requeat because of health conditions 
present from birth. Adjustment in the school, otherwise, 
appears to have been normal. the fifth pupil left the sehool 
fellowing reported.serious injury incurred due to a fall from 
the.third floor of tse School] to the basement. A thres 
monthes' hospitalization ensued. TT 

Parents' Request occasioned the departure of two of the 
pupils from the school. In, one iagtence request was made 
after the pupil had etteaded the school many years and 
appeared to have availed himeelf of opportunities for academic 
and industriel training, to the limit of his capacity. The 
other inetance of.parental request was in regard to 4 pupil 
who, though apparently happy in the School" seemed to the 
parents. "Just.as wel) off" at. home. . The remeval of the 
emily to an acreage far distant from the School appears to 
have partly occasioned this request. 

harriave concluded the school career of one of the 
pupils. Warriage oceured during the summer vacation and the 
pupil did not, therefore, return in the fall. 


Personal Unbappiness in various forms accounted for the 


departure of dive pupils from the School. Two were dis- 
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couraged at what appeared to be the eventual "hopelessness" 
of their Situation and felt no incentive to continue school 
work. Both were totally bling and ons had an additional 
‘physical handicap. Both had attended the School several 
years, Qne was unable to learn braille easily and found 
other subjects hard as a result, A rsported disinclination 
of certain teachers to explain diificult points lea to a 
cumulative sense of frustration which resulted in removal 
to @ sighted public sehool, A fourth pupil had entered the 
School in adult years, hoping to find courses which woula 
assist in economic rehabilitation but reported that such, 
48 suited to his needs, were not available. the atmosphere 
of the School was felt to be depressing and the attitude of 
the personnel such as would indicate the institution to be 
custodial, rather than educational inpurpose. The remaining 
pupil who left the School cecause of unhappiness, reported 
that "tools" to work with were not available, that courses 
were impractical, the teaching of them uninteresting, methods 
stereotyped and dogmatic, no recreational opportunities 
available, the food "poor", and the general attitude one 
of hopelessness. 

Desire to Attend Other Schools led to the departure of 
@ix pupils. Two of these pupils bad siblings in sighted 
schools and felt that advantages were available there. Three 
others, though having no members of their family in other 


Schools, had compared available opportunities and, on that 
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93 
basis, decided upon withdrawal from the school for the blind. 
Considerations, which entered into decisions in these five 
instances were: lack of modern textbooks in the School for the 
Blind, lack of other, modern teaching materials and methods, 
absence from class discussions and lesson presentation of 
related material which would have been of practical value as 
well.as serving to add interest, absence of modern languages 
and sciences from the curriculum, impractical nature of 
certain courses as presented, lack of class-room stimulation, 
lack of recreational opportunities, abnormal segregation of 
the sexes and reported "moralistic" attitude of administra- 
tion, lack of incentive, stimulation and vocational guidance, 
feeling that the administration considered. blind pupils 
feeble-minded and held out little hope ier future self- 
support. rour.of the five subsequently entered public schools 
and bad either graduated from high school or were approaching 
that.goal atthe time the study was made. Ons of the pupils 
in this group. was in collexe at the time he was interviewed. 
fhe fifth of this group was reportedly unable to enter 
another school due to inability to obtain recora of grades 
from, the Sehool for the blind. 

The sixth, pupil leaving the School to attend sighted 
schools had been acvised by a professional porson that the 
program of the School for the Blind was not suited to those 
Capable of academic advancement and that he "would not get 


anywhere if he stayed there". Subsequent academic and pro- 
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fessional achievement proved capacity for advancement. 
This capacity was recognized also at the School, 
Completion of course resulted Jn the withdrawal of three 
adults from the School. Their purpose in attending the 
School had been to tave training along certain industrial 
lines and school attendance ceased with completion of these 
courses. 

One pupil was needed at home dve to tie illness of a 
parent and withdrew from the 3echool for that reason. 

Homesickness accounted for the departure after short 
periods of time at the Senool, of the remaining two pupils. 
One had never been away from home and was lonely and 
frightened at the School; the other was married and had a 
family at the time of admission te the School. a lack of 
outside interests and activities and difficulty in learning 
Braille increased feelings of homesicknesa which led to 
departure from the school. 

wuestions raised by the foregoing material relative to 
TABLE XAIV, pertain to: 

1. The adequacy of physical and mental tests prior to 
admission to the School. 

2. The basis for dismissal on grounds of mental incapa- 
ity in the absence of psychological tests or méntal méasure- 
ments « 

3. Provision for treatwent on an individualized basis 


of behavior problems and incipisnt maladjusatments. 
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95 
4. Adequacy of extra-curricular activities. 

Be Awareness of individual differences in capacity 
to learn and flexibility of teaching mothods to meet such 
needs. ae tt on 
eh 6. Correlation of Class room material with matters of 
practical concern anc current interest. 

7. Adequacy of teaching materials, 
; 8. Adequacy o! school curriculum, with especial refer- 
ence to modern languages and science. 

G. Fracticability of certain industrial courses. 

10. General adequacy of the School in meeting the needs 
of the partially sighted child, 

ll. Morale of the Ssehool and attitude of the adminis- 


tration. 
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OHAPTR VILL 


School History of Forty Former Pupils of the Nebraska 
School for the Blind -+ Hducation and Training 


introduction 
In thie chapter, the term “Education” is used to include 


academic subjects in the curriculum covering the courses 
known in general as literary, while "Training" refers to 
industrial, commercial and vocational courses. 

Since two of the forty atudents left the school at the 
end of six days, material: in this chapter relates to the 
experiences of thirty-eight pupils. 

Instances will be noted where particular subjects were 
studied by only one or two pupils, according to replies 
givens This asians injiregard to some subjects to indicate 
their inclusion in the School curriculum for a short period 
of time. In the case of New York Point, which three of the 
pupils studied, its replacement by Braille followed its 
general acceptance throughout the country and accounted for 
the few persons having studied it. it wlll be noted, also, 
that five persons took no academic courses, anc one took only 
two subjects. The former five entered the Sehool for the 


purpose of obtaining instruction in industrial subjects only. 
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La’ ate Education 
Subjects Studied 
It will be noted from TABLE XXV, that only thirty-three 
of the pupils were enpelled in academic COUrsées. 
i Three courses of science are shown to have been given at 
some €ine « The game pupil had tnatruction in Physics and 
Zoology for one year and another had instruction in Chemistry 
for one semester. Aside from these instances, pupils did 
not report instruction in any scisnee. 
| | TABLE XXV 


ACADEKIC SUD JEOTS STUDIED BY FORTY PUPILS iN THE SCHOOL 
FOK THE BLIND 


See 


Subject Number of — Subject Number of 
Studied Pupila Studied Pupils 
Arithmetic — 18 New York Point 3 
Braille . 30 Physics 1 
Chemistry om z Physiology 3 
English 19 Seript “writing z 
Grammar or language 22 Social Science & 
Latin 4 Spelling 18 
Mathematics oo “ “Zoology” 1 
History 15 None 7 


é 


Latin was ‘the pei Sapa other than a in which 
these pupiis reported instruction. No classes in modern 
languages were available. Latin was reportedly offered in 


occasional years. 


as id eftcm vested edie ie p bes 
Sh ceo Si wi Wh? A GO 


i anh : 
ooxad- yeti ‘eiab saad VX ‘giaat nord ‘begon oe ihe ie 
.eeersoo olmebace mt beffoane exew ef Lag ost 


ja mnevig need evad o¢ owolle ete eonelos to eeanwoo cout 4 
bia 2olbe yd ak noldourdent based fitgeq emee edt? seat anos 
vid e tmecdto oh notdountant bar wAtone bas taey ene tot yyoloos 
bib yea eeonadent seer? . ort ebteé -etedeense tno 02 
sconetow ya! al aoltouttemt @tpiye don 
VAR CAMA. + 1, RY a 3 a Fe icc | 
qooHde an? ‘A e114ud. YTAOY Ya GuLauTe prog. ave ‘orwadaoa ae 
apccont | Peete wpm ) 
War 4 AS Cand 
to te dmc goatee 
aiigud ) be hb dé) 
& tater ¢0¥ ct) ae 
f 8 go teydt 
& yuofoleydd 
g gakstaW gytqoe 
3 ' go9aeloe L[atood 
6f , ‘gatiflegé 
) ie Yyofoos 
v enon Rei 
¢ ae engage’ pre eal $ wetit 
do Lew ah Met tgaa nade cedte Ss egairgaat”efito ene ont tavgae® awe | 
arodbom at soduale oll sno tsoumsent bet t0get et tquq*atieds 
al betetto ylbetseqet tae atta et sire timed ortow sosaugasl : 1 
eh: Lanotsao0 
ee dom 
A a 
eee 


* 
‘ Fi 
«hee 
. 
a 
F Bont 


Fe 


my 
(>i 


Le ie 
tO 


98 


Pupils! Attitudes Toward Academic Courses 


Comments on individual subjects were comparatively few. 
The following opinions were expressed relative to academic 
courses: 

Braille was the subject about whieh the most comment was 
made; sixteen pupils expreased thelr attitude toward it. 
Seven students likeaBraille better than any subject. In two 
instances it was the only subject the pupil did like. Hine 
persons expressed dislike for Hraille., five tried to read it 
with their eyes and progressed poorly with it either tactually 
or visually. Three of these said they “hated" Braille. four 
others were unable to learn it through instruction reesived 
in the School. Two learned it through private instruction 
otherwise received and two found it impossible to progress 
in the School due to inability to learn it. 

Chemistry was considered "dull" by the one student in 
this group whe had instruction in it at the Sehool. No 
experiments were performed and the subject seemed abstract 
and uninteresting. 

Physics was considered dull by the pupil] «ho took it 
at the School. It was the pupil's opinion that the subject 
could have been made interesting by the use of experiments 
and demonstration equipment. 

Zoology was uninteresting to the pupil reporting 
instruction in 1¢ as no models were used for instruction and 


the subject seemed vague. 
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Ari thyetic was reported by four pupils to have been 
a1rfioult 208, moaning 1688, 
ik Ma thomatios (Algebra) was reported "{mpossible to learn" 
by. ons student. Devices for teaching and learning the subject 
were reported to be insufficient to make the subject clear and 
the instruction wag considered to progress too rapidly for 
the class to absorb it. 

Physiology was considered "dry" and “unreal" by the 
three students who had taken it. There was reportedly no 
application of the subject matter to real gituations and 
probl 6ms .« 

Hew York Point was considered the most interesting 
course in the curriculum at the time the student reporting 
Studied it. It eontinued to be the form of tactual reading 
preferred’ by ene student. 

History was reported by five pupils to a "uninterest- 
ing", “boring” and "dead", One pupil reported the tsacher 
read the text to the ppt haat each Glass period, adding 
even ine to ‘the text content, another sald that only two 
history books were available for the School, one for the 
boys and one for the girls; "the moet dominating got the | 
book and the rest of us did without", Whe five students 
concurred re the opinion that the chie? reason why the glass 
in hietony. méecuninteresting was that no modern material 
was used, no subject matter related to the subject studied 


was introduced, no newspaper items or magazine articles 
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ware used for supplementary reference material. One pupil 
stated that attempts on the part of a few pupils to relate 
the aay 8 lesson ‘bo some event they had heard over the 
radio, were ‘discouraged and that no incentive was given 


‘for learning anything avout "either the past or the present". 


training 
bjests jtudi 

Courses included here ag "Training" are industrial 
and those otherwise vocational. One of the thirty-eight 
pupils remaining ia the School 4 sufficient period of time to 
warrant iaclusion here, did net enroll in any classes strictly 
industrial in nature, but did participate in music classes 
and so is here facluded. Courses in which pupil's were 
enrolled are ahown in TASLi AAVI, 

TABLE XAVI 


COURSES IN INDUSTRIAL, GOMMEN TAL ASD VOCATIONaL 
TRAINING 1N WHICH PUPILS STUDIED WEAR SNKOLLED 


Bead Work 20 ‘Mat Making 13 


Broom anc Srush Making16 Piano £0 
Basket Weaving 5 Piano Hepair 1 
Chair Caning - 7] Piano Tuning- 9 
Coronet Playing 1 Pipe Organ re) 
Cooking ; Z Sewing & 
Crocheting 6 Typing 20 
Hammock Weaving 4 Violin’ . 10 
Knitting é Voice 17 
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Commoretal and Vocational Courses 

we in the cas® of academic courses, comments made 
rélative to individual courses were few. Those opinions that 
were expressed represented the thinking of seventeen pupils 
and eave as follows: 

Bead Work was the course enjoyed most by five persons. 
They expressed the satisfaction derived from the finished 
artieles and the pleasant "feel" of the beads, 

Broom and Drush making were mentioned as being 
especially interesting by four persons. Six expressed dis- 
like for broom making, oné saying that it was "dirty", 
the rest that it waa tiresome and impractical. 

Mat making was considered interesting by six people. No 
adveraé comment was expressed. 

Piano instruction was enjoyed by all of the twelve 
pupils, who mentioned 1%. Two said the foundation given at 
the time they studied was inadequate for purposes cof music 
a6 @ profession; that "slovenly playing" and a "blacksmith 
touch" were overlooked and that insufficient care was given 
to detalii. They felt that Opportunity to have experience in 
teaching pupils on a "practice teaching" basis would bave 
enhanced the course greatly and added to ite future value. 
Both said it had been easy to "get by” with minor mistakes 


which fact tended to maka them carelesa in performance. 
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“Typing v was ‘the last subject about which specific 
coment was ane; Four pupils were enthusiastic in ‘praise 
of the cours; one had greatly disliked it. This pupil 
had been afraid of the typing teacher who had reportedly 
been Ampe tient: with the pupil's fnability to accomplish 


certa n tasks. 


Attitude Toward Curriculum in General 


Seentsadaven of the pupils expressed Opinions on the 
curriculum in general. Of this number, five considered the 
nie Len dien adequate; twenteckwo indicated deficiencies they 
considered bo exist or changes which seomed to them indi- 
eated for the asi Guba Of the busi la. Toeutle ce? ttry 
regarding attitude toward the curriculum, are brought out 
here in relation ‘to the ) wae Lae ations with which they are 
concerned. 

Practicabs lity of Gurr iev].um 

Twenty pupils ‘said they considered the School's program 
cad curriculum to be ‘dmpractical and unfitted to the needs of 
visually defective persons endeavoring to fit themselves for 
See eress and social independence. In substantiation of 
such opinions several teaia that broonemaking, | for instance, 
was impractical as @ trade taught in a day when brooms ¢an 
be purehesed: from | 8 . variety of stores for twenty-nine cents 
whioh 1s Xone than the cost to the individual of m&king and 


a 
selling then. “The mated nig of ‘mate was considered impractical 
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for purposes of securing anything but petty earnings and 
its usefulness for that relative te the time and expense 
lnyolved fm giving and receiving instruction in mat-making 
was considered unfavorably disproportionate. Chalr-caning 
was referred to aa “antedated” and “obsolete” aud plano 
tuning wae believed to be limited in practical value as a 
means of self-support. Pupilla polnted out their belief 
thet plane tuning f@ in elight Gemand in the Gay of radio, 
and that though there are still many planoa in use, the 
positions as tuners for institutions, schools, etc. are, 
in their opinion, aecured by sighted persons. The work was 
felt to be spasmodic ahd uncertain as a sole means of live- 
Iiheod. There are instances where those blinded later in 
life ha@ entered the School to learn a trade by which they 
aight earn &@ living but three reported that they found 
nothing at the School whieh would aia them from a practical 
standpoint, Several reisrred to such courses aw chair- 
caning, bead work and broom making as “busy work” and omsid- 
ered they bad no part ia a practical training program or the 
present Gay... | 

4p the f1e14 of muaic, the practicability of training 
and. curriculum was questioned by thres pupils, two of whom, 
expressed the opinion thet without opportunities for practice 
teaching, the theorotieal training reesived was of little 
practical us¢. Courses in salesmanship, insurance, mechanics, 


radio repeir, and teaching methods were suggested as courses 
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which would help in making the curriculum practical. 
Im comierclal courses, the use of the dictapnone for 
teaching purposes.was said to be slight, and its need 
indicated. 


Academic Adequacy of Curriculum © 

s Two pli pe deficiencies in the acacemic progran were 
pererred to by many of the puplis; the lack of instruction 
in Seience and. in Wodern Languagese Gne pupil took a 
correspondence course ie fronab subsequent to graduation 
from the School in order to round out academic background. 
One found Lt necessary, after graduation from the School, 

to take twelve additional hours of work before credits could 


be accepted for college entrance, 


Genera) Considerations — 


besides comments relating directly to course and curric- 
ulum content, many of the pupila spoke of two main general 
sonsiderations: (1) the morale of the School and (2) the 
need for vocational guidance. 

_» About forty-seven per cent of the pupils referred to a 
disparaging attitude of the School toward blind pupils, end 
several cited specific instances of pupils whose situations 
were intended to dllustrate the point. "They think every- 
vody that's blind 1s feeble-minded,” said one pupil, “and 
if they sent everybody to the Institution for the Freeble- 
Minded that they wanted to, they wouldn't have any school 
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left". Several expressed the feeling that fellow pupils 
hed. been ‘unjustly terned " feeb le-minded" anc had there- 
‘fore Sean deprived ‘of the aViention whieh would have 
“facdlitated : adjustment to the School. Pour or five made 
‘especially objective evaluations of the situation they felt 
existed by ‘saying that some of the pupila were mentally 
deficient, but that 1t seemed to be the inclination in the 
School to consider all but the most gifted pupils, as equal 
‘to the lowest in mental capacity. Sevoral of them reported 
difficulty in establishing or maintaining self-confidence 
under those circumstances and said that it was “easy to get 
the idea that the blind can't go anything and they'd better 
just get a pension and not try". The same pupils referred 
to certain teachers, on the contrary, whose attitude had 
been constructive and stimulating and to one teacher in 
particular, many expressed appreciation for encouragement. 

The absence of vocational counseling was referred to by 
several pupils as a significant lack in the School's program. 
They sald they had taken routine industrial courses regard- 
less of personal interest or aptitude or the practical use 
to which the tralning could later bea put. few choices in 
vocational placement were known to them. Several expressed 
the belief that excellence is necessary for the tlind in 
whatever they do voeationally as they must "over-compete” 
ang that if vocational guidance were available, the pupils 


could devote some of their school time to specialigation, 
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rather Shan being obliged to oxpend ime and energy sub- 
aaquest eo ledving! me: Sehoot, in moguivinng special train- 
Ang for 3 vocation which they had not thought of when in 
school, ; 

a% is realizes that comments made to pupils relative 
to me material in this chapter night have been very different 
bad ‘the pupils been interviewed inmediately upon leaving 
acho). Ho instane ce was observed where this appeared to be 
true, but i it is coneeivable that unhappiness and frustra- 
tion “encountered An years subsequent to leaving achool, might 
be projected back inte the school experience. Cumulative 


ce 


frustration is apt to be retroactive to @ possible SOUrcs. 
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CHAPTER IX 
School History of Forty Former Pupils of the Nebraska 
School for the blind -- Extra-Ourricular Activities 

Since the school for the Blind is a residential school 
and much of the Pupils! time is spent there, interests and 
activities outside the classroom constitute an important 
part of their social background. As such they exert a major 
influence upon the pupils! ability to make satisfactory social 
adjustment after leaving the School. 

kxtra-curricular activities are of especial importance 
to blind pupils, both as a means of increasing the avenues 
through which varied enriching sensory impressions may come 
and ag a source of constructive stimuletion and motivation. 
The tendency toward physical inactivity on the part of many 
blind children, yields in most Instances, to the influence 
of directed play activities or interesting group activities 
in which the blind child's handicap is equalized by his 
being allowed to do something in the company of others 
which he can do really well. d3uch perticipation in activi- 
ties, especially those shared by sighted and blind alike, 
tends toward & normal and happy adjustment to the demands of 
future social environments. It is of importance, therefore, 
that during the formative years of the sehoel period, the 


child not only be allowed and provided opportunity for varied 
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social contacts, but that activities of an extra-curricular 
nature receive the guidance and trained aupervision which 
their importance juatifies. 

It is essential to future happiness and acceptance in 
sighted society, that contacts be aormal and that wholesome 
natural relationships exist batwean the pupils themselves 
and between them and their sighted companions. The extent 
of emotional trauma resulting from abnormal restrictions, 
such as segregationg of the sexes at meals, on the play- 
ground and on any occasion when such segregation would not 
be thought of were the chlidren sighted, cannot be estimated. 
it should in all events, be precluded if blind children are 
to take their place in society happily and usefully. 

Anc, finally, it should not be forgotten that however 
we may view the blind child's nab oheetks he Gapacities, in 
cases where such do exist, blindness is not @ handicap 
easily to be reckoned with; its br ebhane requires wise and 
Sympathetic treatment, its conquest requires courage and the 
help of every available constructive influence. It is to 
those influences in the lives of the pupils interviewed for 


this atudy, that attention is given in the present chapter. 


Organizations or Club Afriliations 


Consideration of the extra-curricular activities of 
the pupils includes inquiry as to the organized activities 


and those not requiring group contacts. 
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TABLE XXVII 


BYPRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITINS OF PORTY PUPILS OF THE 
SCHOOL OK THE BLIND -- ORGANIZED 


Kales . ' ’ Females 


Organization Number of Pupils Organization Number oi bupils 


Boy Scouts 3 Camp Fire Girls 2 
Literary Society 1 Girla' Glub at Sehool 2 
None 5 Church Clubs 2 
Lodges 1 
None 15 


The majority of the pupils, participated in no organized 
Group activity Guring thelr yeara at the School. Of the 
seven adults who attended the school for comparatively short 
periods of time, only one had a group affiliation. wo of 
the pupils left the School after six says and had, therefore, 
no such activities. kxclusive of the six adults having no 
affiliation and the two pupils who remained in school so 
short a time, nine malés and thirteen females reported no 
organized group activities. In view of considerations noted 
in the introductory section of this chapter, the absence of 
such activities would tend to make future social adjustments 
more difficult as well as to impoverish the lives and 
inhibit the independence of pupils during the school period. 
Participation in Camp rire and boy Scout activities 
appears to have been spasmodic with pupils at the School over 


a period of years. ‘The Camp Fire group was reported by one 
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pupil to have withdrawn ita interest in the attendance of 
children from the School dus to a supposed lack of cooper- 
ation from the School administration. The Boy Seout group 
was originally one of sighted and blind children alike, 
meeting out in the town, but a later segregation of the 
groups and organization of a troop for only blind boys, did 
not elicit sufficient interest from the boys to justify its 
eontinuance, according to reports of a few of the pupils. 
Some of the boys were inclined to fee) that they had been 
deprived of the very part of the activity which interested 
them -- association with sighted children. The separate 
troop increased feelings of social inadequacy and isolation, 

Some pupils reported that church clubs occasionally 
asked them to participate in activities but added that, in 
£ome instances, they felt that curiosity or pity had 
prompted the invitation which was, for thet resson, refused 
and often not repeated. 

In the earlier years of the School, there appear to 
have been literary socisties within the School, one for boys 
and one for girls, to whlch every pupil in the School be- 
longed. At what time those were Giscontinued, is not known, 
“but from the report of the pupil who bad attended the School 
at the time and participated in the society's activities, 
| ahar provided enjoyment, though required membership | 
detracted somewhat from the pleasure derived from them. 


Resources for organized activity in the community 
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appear to have been limited as far aa these children are 
concerned, though it is possible that laterpretation to 
responsible groups, of the children's needs and interests, 
might have widened the social horizon somewhat for the 


pupils. 


Other Activities and Interests 

Activities in which the pupils engaged on a personal 
basis are noted in TABLE XXVIIL. It seems valid to consider 
them as fairly adequate eriteria of the extent to which the 
pupil's social adjustment at school had been socially 
acceptablis and personally satisfying. It 1a impossible to 
determine in many instances whether certain indications of 
inactivity and seclusiveness resulted from lack of environ- 
nentar’ stimulation or from lack of native capacity to 
respond to stimulation, or both. Which factors, if any, 
or a11, contributed to inactivity would bear upon prognosis 


for future social adjustment. 
TABLE AAVIIT 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITICS OF FORTY PUPIIS OF The 
_ SCHOOL FORK Tili BLIND «- UNORGANIZED 


remales 


Athletics 1 Church Attendance 5 
Movies 7 Chureh Parties 2 
Radio 6 Movies 19 
#"Tinkering" with Kadie 1 School Parties 2 
None 9) School Programs 2 

None 8 


# At a radio shop in the town. 
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pup’ There was much overlapping of activities, in that a 
ehild who attended movies, may alao have participated in 
girls! club activities ete. The total number engaging in 
no\activity is, therefore, more significant than the number 
of activities engaged in. H#leven of the males and nine of 
the females engaged in no extra-curricular activity exclu- 
sive of organized groups. the aggregate constitutes rifty 
per cent of the pupils studied, 

~s-What part economic or health conditiona played in pro- 
ducing or festering inactivity, 1s not known. Such 
influences are possibilities. Dearth of environnentsel 
resources and stimulation may have accounted for some in- 
activity and limitations in the capacitisa of the pupils are 
possibie inhibiting influences. 

it is interesting to note that prior to 1900, there was 

@ period.of time when a variety of social activities at the 
School were reported, including nutting parties, hayrack 
parties, evenings spent in popping corn and making candy. 
Such activities were reported by two pupils who also reported 
their years at the School to have been happy ones. 

Two partially sighted pupils said their pleasure in 
going. to movies was curtailed because they were "required" 
to go in order to serve as guides and echapsrones for younger 
blind ehildren.. 

The opportunity of attending movies was available, 


without cost to all children in the Secheol and was, the 
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pupils reported, a source of pleasure and, for sowe, the 
only contact with the world outside the School. 

In regard be attending movies as well as in connection 
with several other occasions, the pupils reported a routine 
practice of segregating the boys and girls; in the case of 
movie’ attendance, boys went one day a week, girls another. 
When oceoasion required that boys and girls attend activities 
outside of the School simultaneously, the boys were 
reportedly required to walk down one side of the street; the 
‘girls down the other. Segregation of this sort was reported 
to have been customary at meals, at programs, on playground, 
on every occasion when boys and girls were toxether with the 
exception of occasions of school programs. Some pupilea said 
that when those occasions did oecur, the pupils were so 
<eetatoned to segregation that they were awkward and self- 
conscious in the company of the othar sex. Several instances 
of unsholesome curiosity eminating from such restrictions 
were related, Instances were also mentioned relative to 
"too much affection” between girls and similar situations 
among the enre. Several pupils said they had difficulty 
after leaving School, in adjusting to the company of mixed 
groups. 

™ ' Findings ef the study indicate that several of the 

ohi laren were extremely lonely during their years at the 
School and felt there was no one to whom they could ¢o 


with problems and questions. The administrative offices 
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had for many, the connotation of punishment as misdemean- 
ants were sent thers. ‘One pupil told of the terror caused 
by an oceourrence she did not understand and her fear that 
if she asked for help with the problem, she would be punished. 
This same pupil was the one to whom two or three of the 
younger pupils said they subsequently went for advice and 
encouragement. 

Some inactivity may have resulted from inhibiting feel- 
ings of insecurity. Wany of the children said they felt 
“alone” with no one to fall back on should anything happen. 
They were consequently inclined to be less venturesone 
than their normal intereste and tendencies might otherwise 


have led them to te. 


Summary 
The social life of pupils at the School appears from 

findings of the study to have been such as not to aid the 
pupils materially in making satisfactory social adjustments 
in future life. factors relative to this situation were; 
dearth of community and School resources for organized 
group activity, especially that of a doupetentiy supeuwiand 
nature, lack of environmental sbtmulation, ebarree) social 
relationships within the School group as fava case of 
segregation of the gex09» feelings of lnaecurd ty due to 
reported abgence of understand Ing counsel, as well as such 
"unknowns" as inhibiting influences of ee and ine 
capacities inherent in the individual. 
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_ CHAPTAR X 


Post-School History of Forty former Pupils of the 
Nebraska School for the Blind -- Social Status 


wert Iv 


Introduction 


Gonsideration of the social adjustment of the blind is 
in no way secondary to consideration oi economic status, 
There is-no justification for the main focus of attention, 
relatives to a study of this sort, being placed upon whether 
the members of the group are employed. Such an emphasis 
precluded. .a view of the whole individual and the whole 
problem. With many of the blind, employment becomes a fetish, 
it assumes proportions entirely out of keeping with the 
physical exhaustion, mental anxiety and emotional stress it 
may occasion. Such a one-sided criterion of adjustment bas 
been in part super-imposed by the sighted whose concern in 
some instances has been with relieving society of economic 
responsibility for potential dependents, rather than with 
the meaning of employment to blind persons from the stand- 
point of personal satisfactions ana normal community aajust- 
ments, it is not to be denied that employment plays its | 
part in the adjustment of the whole individual, if and when 
it has not been secured at the cost of so much physical and 
mental streas that the individual's residue of energy is 
jasufiicient to carry it through for wore.than a short period 
of time. Nevertheless, many persons wholly or partially seli- 
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supporting, cannot be imagined by any criterion other than 
eurrent economic independence of a purely bread and butter 
gort, to be, ipso facto, well-adjusted. 

_. Adjustmert 1s too often measured by superficial standards; 
too often the sighted, unaware of the ramifications certain 
situations. my have emotionally or physically for the biind, 
measure the adjustmext of the blind by their own peace of 

mind in regard to it. There is in the situation some thing 

of the Christmas-basket-for-the-poor philogaphy; it does the 
giver a great deal of goods it may feed the bedy of the poor 
recipient; one cannot be aura about his soul. 

In the area of social adjustment considered in this 
chapter, there is less tendency among the majority of blind 
individuals to push forward toward « goal projected into or 
imposed upon, their lives by the sighted. Instances are found, 
and were found in this study, of bling persons to whom social 
acceptance on 4 sighted level was of major motivating import- 
ance. . It would appear, in many instances, that the motivation 
is not altogether wholesome. One may question how much real 
pleasure the blind persons who professed to enjoyment of 
football, baseball and basketball, actually got from attend- 
ing, such games, if pleasure ia measured in terma of partici- 
pating actively in anything relative to the games itself. of 
course, thore are the shouting and the tumult, the music 
of the band anc the excitement in the air. but a bull fight 


or a good fire would provide alnost as much pleasure of that 
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sort. Tho problem vack of 1t 1s @ serious one. It involves 
a whole complex of compensa tory mechanisms, a set of 
émotional drives toward a goal that 1s, after all, artificial 
and not really desirable. The pleasure from attending 
athletic contests is, no doubt, the pleasure of having one's 
sighted friends think of one as normal. The point here is 
that too much energy, physical and emotional, goes into too 
saasny things that mean too little. Attenpts at adjustment 
which apring from a sort of desperate desire of the blind 
to be what the sighted think they should be, will result 
not anity in failure to meet such standards but in actual 
maladjustments with serious and often enduring consequences. 

| Because many of the blind have tried to meet these 
artificial standards, have expended energies disproportionate 
slide enc to be gained, and have experienced failure and 
frustration, many of them resort to inactivity; they make 
no attempt to venture from their homes anc to mingle in 
sighted society, they band in groups which suphasize thelr 
weaknesses rather than their strengths, their homogeneity 
of handicap, rather than their heterogeneity of capacity. . 
They become “the blind". it is a fatal anc unnecessary 
eventuality and one which this study revealed as fairly 
prevalent among the blind persons interviewed. 

it is the intermediate course which leads to wholesome 

social adjustment -- a middle way between the two extremes: 


misdirected compensatory drives to out-see the sighted 
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socially, which result in exhaustion or frustration, and 
passive inactivity which results @ither in the isolation 
of the individual or the segregation of the group. 

With these considerations in mind, we present the find- 


ings oi the study relative to the social status of the pupils. 


The Individual 
General Health 


Just as it is “hard for a hungry citizen to be a good 
citizen” se it ig hard for a sick person to be a happy 
person, an adjusted porson. in some instances found by the 
etudy, sick people were @iso hungry people and some were 
sick because they were hungry. Sefors oonsicering further, 
however, the health eituations which appeared from the study 
to have influenced social atatusa either for good or ill, 
the findings relative to general health are shown in TABLE 
XXIX. It will be noted that sixteen, or forty percent were 
| TABLE XXIX 


GENBRAL HEALTH OF FORTY PUPILS SUBSEQUENT TO LSaVING 
| SCHOOL 


Good Pair Poor 
Anemie Tubvercular Nervous Old Otherwise 111 


16 8 5 1 +5) i 4 
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remaining twenty per cent réported thefr health as fair. 

‘Closer examination’ of the Health situation of these 
pupils showed that of the sixteen reporting good general 
Health, ten were miles dnd six females. Of this number, 
five, four men and one woman had been among the seven adultea 
to enter the School subsequent to losing sight late In life. 
Of the group whose blindnesa had extended back into chilchood, 
ten reported good health. Of those reporting fair health, 
four were females, four were males. The group included an 
additional one of those who had lost their sight late in 
life. Among those reporting poor health, four were males, 
twelve, females. For the group, therefore, the health of the 
males was somewhat better than that of the females. 

Of those reporting 111 health due to anemia, three were 
suffering from physical conditiona medically diagnosed as 
anemia; the remaining three used the word as synonymous 
with undernaurished. Insufficient ineome was .iven as the 
reason for the malnutrition, and two of the thres with 
diagnosed anemia said they had not been able to eat properly 
for many yeare due to poverty. One of these persons was . 
twenty-five pounds underweight at the time the study was made. 
Despite a chronic lack of proper food, two of these pupils 
were studying for college degrees. Three of this group had 
@raduated from the School, the other two had been there for 
a short time. 


Thos@ who said they were very nervous, included three 
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fenkles and two males. Three of the five had graduated 
from the School; the remaining two had attended for short 
periods of time, one only six days. all of these pupils 
ha@ been nervous from early childhood. In two instances the 
condition had been aggravated by pressures of economic inse- 
curity. It became necessary for one pupil to be hospitalized 
in order that protection from finanelal stress be provided 
and recupération from nervousness resulting from such stress, 
facilitated. The onset of partial deafness served in one 
ingétance to increase inherent tendencies to nervous ineta- 
vility. One pupil nervously i111 at the tine of the study 
had been dismissed from the School because of mental incon 
petence. This pupil remained in the parents! home with 
negligible contact with the outside world for the thirteen 
years subsequent to dismissal from the School and prior to 
the time this study was made. ‘The remaining two persons, 
reported as nervous werg In environments where the nervous- 
ness, as such, did not serve as 4 major handicap. 

The pupil found to be tubercular during the gpost-school 
period, had leit the school to enter «a hospital for treat- 
ment of thet condition and had not been well for many years. 

One of the pupils was frail due to acivanced age and 4 
reported constitutional tendency to low physical resistance; 
colds and influenga were frequent. 

"©*® Those shown in TASLE XAIX to have been "otherwise i111" 


were in two instances reeovering from acute illness 
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suffered just prior to the time the study was made, one 
pneumonia, the other a pulmonary condition which had 
réquired a long hospitalization. Though the pupil reported 
that the doctors had said it was not tuberculosis, informa- 
tion was not given as to what the diagnosis had been. Two 
others of this group were suffering from chronic conditions, 
present at the time of their attendance at the School for 
the Blind. Neither was able to engage in much activity 
wuteige of the homes, one due to a crippled condition 
following infantile paralysis, the other due to an illness 
characterized by convulsions an said not to be epilepsy. 

In the latter instance, every effort had been made to restore 
the child's eyesight through seeking the advice of several 
competent Oghthe lhologiote and finally, through seeking the 
services of a “religious” doctor reputed to be capable of 
working niveniee but found later to have been adding 
miraculous sums to his personal income with little con- 
current benefit to his patients. 

None of the pupils who sald their health was fair 
etre prevented because of physical disabilities, from carry- 
ing on lives of normal activity. Some saic they knew they 
would feel better if they could find work and others said 
they thought they were "just discouraged”. The remaining 
two offered no comment on their health, oshar than that it 


was fair. 
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Nine of those in good health were among the younger 
pupils while the remaining seven were over the age of 
twenty-five. 
Findings relative toe the general health of these pupils 
indicate health situations amenable, in several instances, 
to treatment or resulting from insufficient food, the 


supplying of which would alleviate or remove the condition. 


Amount of Vision 
Twenty-two persons had some vision at the time the study 


was made. 618 vasnede in amount from light perception in 
two instances to sufficient vision to read ink print if 
held close to the eyes in five inatances. Thirty-three 
persons reported their visual acuity to be the same as at 
the Schoo) period; three said they could not see so well 
as at that time, and four said their vision had lmproved 
since their attendance at the School. 

Those whose vision was reported to have been less, had 
experienced progressive decrease, in vieual acuity over a 
long period of years and medical prognosis indicated thet 
further degeneration might be expected. The four whose 
vision had improved attributed the change to corrective 
@lasses in two cases and to surgical and other medical 
treatment in the other two instances. None of the latter 
four had been restored to anything approximating normal 
Sight, but in one instance that was the anticipated eventu- 


ality. 
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~The Individual in the Family 


Marital Status so 

The marital status of these pupils is shown in 
TABLE AAR. | 
| TAB LE XXX 


MARITAL STATUS OF FORTY FORMER PUPILS OF THE SCHOOL FOR 
: THE BLIND, 1941 


:  Varried Single Divereed Seépar- 
Before Onset After Onset ated 


of Blindness of Blindness 


TOTAL 40 4 g 28 1 2 
Male 18. oS Z Wipes re) 1 
Female 22 i a 16 1 i 


Number of Children 


Four of those blinded in early life, had children, one, 
two, three and four respectively. also four of those whose 
marriage had preceded the onset of blindness had children. 
There were one, two, four and six children in these families. 
One person whose blindness was congenital in origin, had 
two children with serious visual defects. Three pupils had 


adult children who were contributing to their support. 
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The Individual in the lome 
Living Arrangewents — 

Sixteen of the pupils were living with one or both 
parents at the time the study was made and ten were living 
with husbands or wives. Nine were living with other 
palatives, Two were living inrented rooms in private hones, 
one was javing in a rented heth ane one lived in a small 
hone of his own. The remaining pupil was living in 4 
hospital at the time of the study. 

Half of the homes showed economic distress; some wore 
very poor. “one tiny shack, unfurnished with chairs, beds and 
having very littis furniture of any kind, housed the blind 
pupil, four siblings and the parents. Thirteen other homes 
were in urgent need of repair and presented an appearance 
of acute poverty. The home in which one pupil had spent 
many years was a tiny, airless seinks,, oné falf of which was 
rented by a family in equally distressed circumstances. The 
windows and doors were covered with cardboard so that 
neither air nor light found eitvance, 

In one home, the steps of which were so broken as to 
be dangerous even to those with the best of sight, the 
occupant advised the cht arvinwer that the place was infested 
with rats and that the dog had been chasing sien in the 
shving voom for several days. The elutter and desolation 
within the home were in keeping with cohditions attracting 


rats. 
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Wleven of the pupils lived in houses or apartments 
adequately meeting the atandards of an average home. 


Two were well above the average. 


Type of Nelshborhood 
Twenty-one of the pupils liwdin «ood neéiphborhoods, 


ones in which there was no excessive crowding and dilapi- 
Gation and where yards were kept up. Of the remaining 
nineteen pupils, fourteen lived in very poor neighborhoods. 
They were neighborhoods in which houses were broken and 
sagging, unpainted and huddled together, or isolated in a 
barren yard with railroad tracks passing within a stone's 
throw of the house. some lived in neighbornoods known as 
"questionable", while others were almost inaccessible , as 
well as being desolate in the extreme. Three lived in rural 
néighborhoods, one far from any other house and in a tiny 
overcrowded shack. 

The picture that one got was not, on the whole, a 
happy one. The distress of the fourteen neighborhoods in 
which the houses, too, were very poor, would not seem to 
contribute to the welfare of the people living there. it is 
interesting to note, however, that aix of the eleven pupils 
employed at the time the study was made, lived in the 


poorest neighborhoods, 
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The Individual in the Communi ty 


TABLE XXXI 


“CLUB AND ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS OF FORTY PORMEE 
PUPILS,OF, THE, SCHOOL FOR THZ BLIND, 1041 
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There was overlapping of activities, that is, one per- 
son may have belonged to several organizations. One sale, 
for instance, belongec to four professional organizations, 
| one civic group anc two social organizations with sighted 
membership. Three of those wi th church affiliations belonged 
&%o no other, organizations, an additional three belonged to 
religious organizations in the church also but haa no other 
group contacts. The three persons belonging to professional 
@lubs had other club affiliations as well. Light who 
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belonged to social organizations for the blind only, be- 
longed to no other organizations. 

From TABLE XXX we note, then, that nineteen or forty- 
gever per cent of the pupils had no club or organizational 
afiiliations and from interpretation of the findings 
relative to membership in social organizations for the blind 
only, it is found that eight or twenty per cent more, had no 
affiliation with any sighted group. In addition, there is 
the matter of attendance, as belonging to an organization 
and avtenaing ts meetings are often two different affairs. 

Hleven of the persona with church affiliations went at 
least once a month; six went every week. ‘Those belonging to 
religious engi watt ons all attended the majority of the 
meetings and social events. Likewise, those having member- 
ship in civic and professional groups maintained average 
attendance. Those belonging to social organizations with the 
sighted were present at most meetings, while those belonging 
to social organizations for the blind only had difficulty at 
times in ‘atratieing transportation or in otherwise making 
arrangements to attend the meetings. Hight were quite 
vogular in attendance. 

Several of the pupils commented that they never went to 
ahursh anymore. One said that "all the churches want is to 
get you to do something for them for nothing". Another felt 
herself unweleone in the church where she had once sung in 


the choir; eo she listened to church services cover the radio. 
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"I was poor, and blind -- and people are snobbish", she 
said. 

Organizations to which the pupils belonged included: 
The Lion's Club, the Junior Chamber of Commerce, The 
Community Flayhouse Organization, The Woman's Club, the 
Eastern Star, the Kebekah Lodge, the Homemaker's Club as 
well as professional organizations relatead to music, educa- 


tion and radio opsration. 


Other Recreational Activities and interests 


In addition to organizational affiliations, some of the 
pupils had activities and interests not related to group 
activity. TABLE EXXTII indicates the nature and prevalence 
of such activities. 

“AS was true in regard to organizational affiliations, 
there was groat overlapping of activities, two or three 
people had varied interests which were shared by no others 
in the group. 

Greatest interest was shown in music, reading, radio, 
fancy work, movies, football, walking and the Kiwanis dinners 
for the blind. | 

The three who expressed interest in bead work were unan- 
{ibid in wishing they were able to get beads to work with 
now that they are out of School. ‘Two others expressed a 


desire for a typewriter. 
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TABLE XXXII 
INTERESTS, AND. ACTIVITIGS Of FORTY PORMEK PUPILS OF THE 


SCHOOL POR TRE.BLIND OTHER THAN ORGANIZATIONAL AFPYILI- 
ATIONS, 1941 


Activity and interest No. of Persons Engaged in Activit 
Wale Female Total 
, 


Baseball 
Bead York 
Classes at Y and University 
Card Playing 
Chemistry 
Collecting Canes 
Dancing 
Debate 
Dramatics 
Fancy Work - only 
Pancy Work and reading 
Fancy Work, reading & radio 
Football 
History 
Horasback siding 
Kiwanis Dinners 
Mechanics 
Movies 
Foetesrephy 
Radio -- only 
Radio and reading 
Reading only 
Riding (automobile) 
Playing Musical )-at home only 
instruments )Outside home 
Skating 
Short fave Radio 
Singing 
Talking Book Wachine 
Typing 
Weaving 
Writing 
Walking 
None 
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One of the women was knitting for the Ked Cross, one 


enjoyed the reading of Science and Health and another pre- 


ferred to confine her reading to Bible stories, 

| One pupil who expressed interest in singing said it had 
always been the chief ambition in life to be able to sing. 
— reason which neither the chila nor the parents. 
understood, musical training had reportedly been denied this 
particular pupil at the school. it had been the chila's 
only interest at the time according to the parents and pupil 
and had remained the chief interest to the time the study 
Was MACE. 

Instruction received at the School was responsible for 
much of the activity of the pupils. Reading, fancy work, 
bead work, playing of musical instruments as well as typing 
had all been learned at the School and provided means of 
activity in the years after school. 

Conclusions Kelative to Social Status 

This was act a homogeneous group. A few were shy and 
11] at ease; some seemed resentful and belligerent because 
their life experiences had made them that way; others were 
charming, Sultured and poised. ‘The variety of personalities 
was much like that one woulda find in a cross-section of 4 
sighted GPOUp > - | 

If the "social adjustment" is taken to niean, as is 


commonly Gone in the case of the blina, the ability to mingle 
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with heply vac people in an acceptable way, the majority of 
the group was adjusted. if, however, social adjustment 
pg Cg actually mingling with the sighted on more than 
isolated occasions, living among sighted people, accepting 
then and being accepted by them -- then some question might 
be raised from the fincgings of this study. There appears to 
have been a difference between the Nategratson within the 
personality itself and the integration of the personality 
within the group. It leads to the conclusion that the 
social poi db pa 4 eter sone» not all, of the pupils 
diberdoneed were due, not 30 mish to a dearth of personal 
potentialities for social adjustment, as to a lack of 
ss gee opportunites within the environments » #hether 
as children, these pupils wers inhibited in social contacts 
and whether, again, at the School their social contacts were 
go few as to afford little opportunity for the development 
of social initiative, ie difficult to determine, but in 
either or neither event the major social problem within 
this group, appeared to be in many instances, environmental. 
Zither there were no opportunities within the community 
for association with sighted people in activities they 
mutually enjoyed, or the blind people had no way to get to 
them. One of the problems mentioned by several of the 
pupils, was the difficulty of getting to meetings and other 
social gatherings, especially in places strange to them. 


it is necessary, therefore, in attempting an appraisal 
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of the social adjustment of these pupils, to look beyond 
the individuals themselves, into their environments. It 
is the whole picture that niVhden ond in recerd te it, 
some cone lusions ean be drawn. 
Findings of the study relative to the social status 
of the pupils revealed their situations characterized by: 
1. Inactivity 
@. isolation 
5. Segregation 
Reexamining these characteristics more fully, certain 
contributing factors appear to have been present in the 
individual or his savivoraent which created these situations 
and Sudtered. thete pO these we shall consicer in more 


detail, 


Inactivity 
As noted in TABIL®@S XXXi and XXXII ninstesn of the 


pupils reported that they belonged to no organized groups 

and four said they had no personal interests or activities. 
Of the pupils who reported activities, many of them were 

such as were conducive of sedentary habits and allowed 

either physical or mental lethargy. Reading, listening to 
the radio, knitting, crocheting, bead work all required no 
adequate dmousit of physical activity and since so many of 

the pupils who were interested in reading, radio and fancy 
work had few, if any, other interests, the aggregate Inactiv- 


ity is apparent. 
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For either, sighted or blind persons to become adjusted 
in a given situation, a certain amount of physical activity 
ia necessary both for physical and mental health. Several 
of the pupils appeared listless, others seemed stationary 
as if. a part of the room. Some were not allowed even the 
activity of making their own replies to the interviewer's 
inguiries. 

To.this physical inactivity was added, in many cases, a 
sort of emotional pasaivity, wuch more injurious than the 
physical inertia. Some of them spoke of having had abundant 
energy at the time they left School but the years had brought 
vocational frustrations, economics distress and little that 
pointed toward change. Thoss who offered any analysis of 
this situation remarked that it was much easier to do nothing 
than to try to do bosething ant fail. Some said that they 
felt sure there were things they could do but that either 
the resources were limited or means to pet to them were 
not available. The result’ to them was the same in any Case. 

Ventures into the sighted world had been difficult 
because of the attitudes of sighted people; the patronizing 
curiosity, the vast silences that sighted persons let “heppen" 
when in the company of the blind, accompanied by the feel- 
ing on the part of the blind that they were talking into a 
vacuum, conditioned the blind pupils against seeking contacts 
with sighted people. A few were aware of certain hostilities 


within themselves toward sighted people, a sense of distrust 
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and suspicion. Not many, however, felt the relationship 
to be a two-way process. It has always been necessary 
‘for the blind person to go far more than halt way 1n making 
social contacts with the sighted satisfactory, ana that is 
some thing many blind persons either do not realize or do 
not accept. 
; Inactivity, therefors, served to many as a cloak to 
hide feslings of inferiority, inadequacy and frustration 
and as armour toc shield them from embarrassment, disappoint- 
ment and pity. 

The question as to which is cause and which is effect -- 
the inactivity or difficulties in adjusting in a sighted 
world is a complex one. The problem remains, however, one 
of the major considerations relative to the social status 


of the blind. 


Isolation 

isolation i3 meant here to mean psrsonal separation 
from the coupany of others, blind or sighted. There are 
two kinds of isolation brought out by the study: physical 
and psychological. in the former, many persons were found 
to sit alone hour after hour and most of the hours of most 
of the days, with a Braille book or a radio and some hand- 
work now and then. ‘There was a tendency on the part of 
some to be annoyed by intrusion of 4@ person from the out- 
side world, an annoyance connectea in no way with who or 


what intruded, but with the mere fact of intrusion. 
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In such instances it seens probable that the individuals 
have resorted to two of the traditional refuges of the 
bling, day-dreaming and phantasy. The isolation of these 
pling per nant was not in all oases currently due to the 
impossibility of having social contacts, but a habit of 
tsolation had grove up over & period of lean years anc when 
an Sg i nef for Gontany did project itself into the 
routine seclusion, tt was repulsed. 
| The habit of isolation permits magnification of the 
importance of the handicap, till the person may come to think 
of himseli as the has#ienp iteelf. He is encouraged in this 
telescoping of enphasia, vy the similar attitude on the part 
of many sighted persons. | 

i The problem of isolation such as shown by many of the 
pupils studied, ig a complex one. It has resulted as the 
harvest due to Jong sowing by many hands and cannot be 
easily or quickly uprooted, in this area, much preventive 
work can be done in schools ioe the blind, in fostering 
group activities and social ieibhievatens esi in discourag- 
ing the {nel ina tions of blind children to seclude themselves 


from their dempantone 


Segrepation 
The third characteristic of the social situations of 


the pupils studied and one with serious consequences, is 
sé6égregation. Segregation as used here is the separation 
of the blind as a group from the sighted, Much has been 
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accomplished in doin, away with segregation of physically 
defective groups but the end is not yet. Wncourapenent 
is given segregation both by the sighted and the Ulind 
themselves. In their own groups, they feel nore at ease, 
Jess fearful of embarrassment due to awkward mishap and 
free from the curious inspection of the sighted. It isa 
"line of least resistance” to associate with the fellow- 
blind, 

On the other hand, the sighted tend to promote segre- 
gation of the blind into a group. It is well understood 
that the intentions of sighted groups which entertain the 
blind in groups at dinners and at picnics, are excellent. 
They are simply misdirected. Such "philanthropies" merely 
widen the gap between the sighted and the blind. They pro- 
duce the "We" and the "They" of the relationship. True, 
some of the blind persons interviewed expressed pleasure in 
such gatherings and 1t is probable that, for some, it is 
possible to be impervious to the wall of partition thus 
being bullt up. For most, however, such occasions ars un- 
welcome, though many who thus consider them, attend them, 
in a feeling of hesitancy lest the feelings of slahted 
persons be hurt. ‘hen the cost and effort of such activi- 
ties is considered, the feeling is increased that much 
more constructive use could be made of the time and money 


on behalf of blind people. Thers 1s much latent in the 
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alt se hi that connotes greater needs on the part of the 
sighted: benefactors. than of the blind recipients, and 
it is to be hoped that such needs can find satisfaction 
in some expression more constructive to those whose inter- 


ests are sincerely intended as the foous. 
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CHAPTER XL 
"pos t-3chool History of Forty Pormer Pupils of the 
Nebraska School for the blind -- Kconomic Status 
Introduction 
e Time was when the blind were be gars on the streets, 
when rie stood at the doors of churches and public bulld- 
ings asking alms. That was a tihe when the blind were 
vietins of a ree ey ed whieh assumed their abilities and 
capacities to be in direct ratio to their visual acuity. 
rhe blind mane vere is seldom seen today. Now ana 
then the sightless may be found along with oripples and the 
physically deformed, standing or crouching inert on city 
pavenents or near church doors at service time but there is 
not. the prevalence, ebted not the many years ago, of poorly 
clad, emaciated blind persons going, about from door to door 
or standing on @ erowded haa all wearing & placard bearing 
the redundant statement: "I Ax BLIND." , and holding out a 
battered cup. 

Civilization has advanced and education hag progressed; 
groups interested in the welfare of the blind have sought to 
know what manner of people these blind folk really are, have 
come to know that they are more than sightless eyes, that 
each is ei tterent from the other, with varying aptitudes and 
capacitios, varying experiences and ambitions. They have 
founa hat the prognosis for satisfactory social and economic 
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adjustment depends, not on how much or how little vision 
he may haye as much as on concomittant strengths, weak- 
nesses and pressures within the individual and his environ- 
ment. , 

. Prom the economic standpoint, the vocational aptitudes 
of the blind are only beginning to be understood and utilized. 
For generations it was supposed that there were certain things 
the blind could do; they could make brooms, weave baskets, 
tune planos and approximate with varying success acceptable 
performance on musical instruments. They could make mats, 
cane chairs and work with beads. A few gifted persons 
could aspire to teaching or to law and there were eminent 
examples from those professions and from others. Hesidential 
schools for the blind, adhering to the common fallacy that 
the blind were foreordained and predisposed to become broom- 
makers, piano tuners or the like, sst about with good inten- 
tion, to pour the human material that was their blind pupils 
inte certain molds and to turn them out at last, equipped 
to do what every blind person would be trained to do at 
guch schools. The wastefulness, not only in human ensrgies 
aud time, but in expenditures of funds alloted for the edu- 
cation of the blind, was enormous. There was a widespread 
application of the truism, "You can lead a horse to water, 
but you can’t make him drink". Blind persons are not 
different from sighted in the difficulty they encounter in 


a@pplying themselves to something they dislike. The only 
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differsnece relative to pupils in many schools for the 
blind, was that industrial training of a sort distasteful, 
in some instances, and unsuited to capacities in others, 
became a déimpuileive activity. If the blind were to hope for 
self-support, their hope must of necessity be stayed in 
acquiring excellence in something which, in many instances, 
they heartily disliked. To make a good broom, as wall as to 
be a good doctor, and to make good brooms over a period of 
years as well as to maintain and improve professional medi- 
cal skill, requires interest in one's joh, satisfaction in 
the results. 

A study made by the writer in 1946, of the vocational 
problems of 103 pupils in the high school classes of the 
Webraska and Illinois State Schools for the Blind ag well as 
of, for comparative purposes, the vocational problems of 
153 sighted pupila in two Illinois high schools, certain 
discrepancies between training and vocational interest were 
noted. For instance, while seventy-nine per cent of the 
blind boys could play one or more musical instruments, 
only ten per cent expressed an interest in doing so. Like- 
wise only nine per cent of the more than elehty per cent 
trained in piano tuning indicated interest in it. On the 
other hand, while little training and instruction had been 
received in either field, over fifty per cent of the blind 
boys @xpressed vocational Iintersst in chemistry and play- 


ground directing. 
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Recent trends in education of the blind allow for 
| counseling along vocational lines and for specialization 
_ along the lines of individual interests and aptitudes. 

Svaluation of the findings of this atudy relative to 
the economic status of the forty pupils studied, is diffi- 
‘eult for several reasons; first it was impossible to know in 
terms of dollars and cents just what the individual's lacome, 
resulting from his own labors, actually was. ieplies were, 
in many instances vague, evasive «-- "Oh, 1 make a little 
now and then", or "I earn part of my own living". Others 
said; "1 think I've done pretty well considering everything" 
or "Yes, 1 sold sixty pounds of candy last Christmas time". 
The sixty pounds of candy and employment now and then had 
meanings relative to economic status and personal adequacy 
for the blind indivicuals, but served as poor criteria for 
an objective evaluation of the economic situation in sach 
case. it was impossible tc know in some instances whether 
the pupil felt apprehensive leat, if he mention an occasional 
Gollar earned from the sale of patent medicine or Christmas 
-eards, he might find himself bereft of his assistance check, 
anc therefore neld back mention of the venture and its 
recompense. In other instances, there secmed some question 
asp to whether a need for appearing adequate and sconomically 
secures, did not ,ive rise to reports of incowe, more real 
in imagination and desire, than in fact. 


The second difiieulty encountered in attempting evalua- 
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tion of the findings lies in the fact that many of the 
pupils were inclined to genéralige ebout the amount of 
time during which they had been employed after leaving school. 
As in the case of income, answers were often so vague as to 
make tabulation difficult. They were often colored by 
resentments, frustrations and despair. Occasionally, there 
was self-pity and defensiveness. Some said they had "Not 
had a day's work sinee they lett the Sehool”, while others 
reported employment on an almost twenty-four hour a day 
basis. On the whole, it would appear however, that optimum 


reports were given in the majority of cases. 


Work History 


Amount and Nature of Gainful Occupations 
The majority of the pupils reported some gainful employ- 


ment since leaving school; perhaps it was a day or two now 

and then, or the uncertain business of selling candy from 

door to door, but the study showed that a great variety of 
efforts had been made toward self-support. Although much 

that is revealing in regard to the situations of the pupils 
relative to employment, eludes statistical presentation, 

TABLE XXXIV may cive an idea as to what per cent of the time 
these persons had been gainfully cecupied since leaving school. 
The column showing O per cent includes the four females 
married either at the time of entering the School or shortly 


after leaving it and since engaged in housework in their 
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homes, as well ae three apie whe had b6éen emaged in 
consecutive atudy since leaving the School. I may help, 
in making clear how optimistic the reports were in regard 
to euployuent , to point out that one of those listed as 
having onploynent for from seventy-five to one hundred per 
sent of the time since leaving school, had been engaged in 
making mate and selling them from door to door. That, over 
a period of twelve years looks more hopeful statistically 
than it actually was. The territory accessible to the blind 
person, is rélatively limited and a community does reach 
the saturation point in mat consumption. The mat lasts the 
purchaser much longer than the dollar does the salesman. 

It lasts so well, in fact, that the blind person is apt to 
angen? at the purchaser'e door at some later date and there 
will be the mat , sturdily defiant, as good as new. They 
are pa sata the material is good, they are well made 
and like the “better mouse trap", they will bring the world 
to the maker's door -~ when mats are needed. it is that 
waiting till something is needed that complicates much of 
the business of door-to-door peiiing. It was impossible te 
discover what the income from the twelve years of mat-making 
was; it seems hardly probabis that the income, minus expense 
of materials, netted an amount approximating needs of the 
individual. On the other hand , one of the remaining two 


persons shown in TaBLe XXXIV bs have been employed for from 


seventy-five to one hundred per cent of the time, was gain- 
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fully, occupied on. a full-time salaried basis for the 
entire time since graduation from college. He finished 
the eighth grade at the School, took his high school work 
elsewhere and completed work for, and received, both his 
Master's and Doctor's degrees. The last of the three whose 
employment covered the larger part of the post-school period, 
was engaged in making and selling rugs, brooms and brushes. 
He lost his sight after maturity, due to poisoning from the 
fumes of crude oi1 in the railroad shops in which he worked. 
A few years later, there was a Lighthouse for the Blind set 
up in the city where he lived. There he worked making 
rugs and brooma till the Lighthouse closed. Then he started 
work in a biscuit factory, pulling pans from the conveyors. 
That enployment lasted three years, until the introduction 
of mechanical devices eliminated the need for his services 
in that capacity. He worked on at the factory, however, 
packing crackers. All this time, he was making and selling 
rugs during his free time from the factory. Thrceugh the head 
of the Department of Hdusation for State Institutions under 
the Board of Control, he obtained a broom machine from the 
School for the blind, and began the serious business of maki ng, 
aa selling brooms. These and the rugs, he was still sell- 
ing profitably at the time the study was made. Besides the 
favorable factors of many years of sight prior to the onset 
of blindness, the interest and assistance of the State 


Departments of Hducation for State Institutions and of 
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Vocational Rehabilitation, this pupil, who attended the 
School a few months several years after loss of vision, 
showed determination, initiative and courage, lis home 
tare! eas normal, his outlook on life optimistic, but not 
of the "beautiful-day-to-be-glad-in” sort. The lives of 
the three pupils, showing the highest proportion. of time 
apent in gainful oocupation since leaving the School, 
differed widely in all but two things: courage anu perse- 
verance. Those are the things which constitute "the news 
behind the news" which no table can diselose and they, in 


the aggregate, constituted the heart of this study. 


TABLE AXAXIII 


PROPORTION OF TIME, BY PER CENT, SPENT BY PUPILS IN 
GALBFUL OCCUPATION SINCE LEAVING The SCHOOL FOR THE 
BLIND 


Per Cent of Time Gainfully Occupied ; 


Q 1-24 25-49 60-74 75-100 
TOTAL 40 47 8 12 3 3 
Wale 18... 6 2 6 2 3 


Female 22 12 3 6 1 
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The gainful undertakings of the pupils emcompaesed 


a wide variety of occupations 


Belt Making 

Braille Proof deca. 
Braille Instruction 
Braille Transcribing 
Broom Making and Selling 
Cement Kixer 

Chicken Raising 
Cleaning (NYA office) 
Clerical (Office) 
Clerk, store 

Yarming 

Housework 

Wagazine selling 

Wat Making and Selling 
Mechanic 

Newspaper Soliciting 
Organist, Church 
@rganist, Theater 
Pianist, Vaudeville 


as shown below, 


Radio Kepairing 
Rug Waking 
Selling 
Candy 
Christmas Cards 
Papers on Street 
Patent Wedicine 
Novelties 
Shoe Kepairing 
Singing, Cafe, Vaudeville 
Teaching 
Piano, Private 
Piano, Schoo] 
School 
funing, Piano 
Washing, 
Beiting Tables 
Weaving 


Comments, of the. pupils relative to experiences in 


gainful occupations throw light 


on the problems this group 


encountered in finding and keeping employment. The comnents 


were made, for the most part, without rancor; few ielt that 


"the world owed them a living", and, several related 


experiences with refreshing touchea of humor which made it 


hard to realize that these were the experiences which had 


left many of them unemployed and without a sufficient quan- 


tity of daily bread. 


In music there had been struggles. Employers were not 


willing to consider them nor to give them an audition. "hat 


ig they did have a sighted boy sitting beside tiem to tell 


them the changing subjecta of the pictures -- they could 


never kesp up, the managers were sure. Not even a week's 
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trial free of cost brought acceptance of the offer in most 
instances. Sometines it dia and success followed, tut the 
talking movies came along and theater organistsa were ho 
more in demand,” The work had been demanding, required a 
varied repertoire and a quick mind. The sighted rind it 
difficult to appreciate, they said, what learning music 
note by note from braille would mean. The demands upon 
bling musicians were found to be greater even than those 
on sighted ones -- and the remuneration smaller. One pupil 
related experiences with playing in mortuaries for funeral 
services. The fee for sighted organists was five dollars; 
the blind musician was given three. If musicians were 
needed for parties or for entertainments otherwise, it was 
taken for granted they would play for three to five dollars 
less than sighted musicians. The necessity for being not 
only as good but much better than sighted performers wa3 
referred to by several of the pupils. After Alec Templeton 
began to be heard on radio the sighted public held him up 
as an example for the blind, The standard set for them 
was above that usually achieved by sighted musicians, 
working under much less beeka ns 

In teaching music, similar difficulties were encount- 
ered. Mothers hesitated to have their sighted children 
taught by blind instructors who “couldn't see their mis- 


takes". If sighted children did not become Paderewskis . 
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and Rachmaninoffs overnight, parents were inclined to feel 
it was because Miss So and So was blind. As in the area 
of concert work, the blind teacher was expected to offer 
her services for something less than sighted ones. One 
pupil told of experiences on an Indian reservation where 
the pupils were perpetually going to pay "tomorrow", but 
tomorrow never came. Blind musicians who had spent several 
years in graduate study after leaving the School found 
Placement difficult at times; at times, impossible. Know- 
ing that to compete at all, the blind person has to have 
the best possible training and lots of it, one pupil 
reported years of stucy ahd long hours of practice. In 
1941, that pupil was unemployed. One pupil had devised 
@ system for teaching sighted pupils by means of the use 
of Golored cards on each of which a note hac been placed. 
By asking the pup1] the color of the card, she could tell 
what note the child was looking at, as 6ach kind of note 
was assigned to a particular color. 

One pupil related experiences in singing in restaurants, 
night clubs and vaudeville theaters. The work was spas-_ 
modic and poorly paid and dismissals from restaurants 
were frequent because patrons complained that it was 
revolting to have a blind person in an eating place so 
the musical career came eventually to an end. Music was 
not continuously satisfactory for any pupil included in this 


study subsequent to leaving school. All of these who had 
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found in it remunerative employment for more than a few 
months, had subsequent training after leaving the Sehool. 
This was net intended in most instances to imply so much 
that musical training in the school was inferior, though 
some pupils did comment that, at the time they studied 
there, there were deficiencies in the training yiven. 
The emphasise vas. intended, move to be on the, need, not only 
of adequate training, but of the best. several pupils felt 
the training given in the School was adequate to make music 
& satisfactory leisure-time activity, cout were inclined to 
fee) that when it came to seli support, the pupils went 
out inadequately equipped to meet the competition they were 
forced to encounter. 

In teaching, as in publie schools, the same unreasonable 
dewands of sighted persons were related. imployability of a 
blind person, they learned, inereased directiy with the 
amount of his education. in groups where a high school 
education was the pre-requisite achievement, a Master's 
degrees was the only magic key that let the bling man in; 
where a Master's was desirable, a Loctor's was the necessary 
price a blind man had to pay. Conaidering the tremendous 
expense to the individual, of such endeavors, not to mention 
the incomprehensible cost in nervous energy ana physical 
strength, thia was a discriminately high price to pay for 
a job with the same salary that the sighted man would 


receive. — 


sLoodoe. oda anieaot yose, pa ihn ts 

doum 08 ie : at Ra aera og pra b ad 
1 aa L i 

dguodd 10: 78 b ‘aay | oodoe | ede why ‘paee ia taotes 4 


Shan oh” pt 
petbude veds omtd edd te dads tonm09 bib attqug, ®: 


Mh oe ma oi] 


ev 2 aatatwat, eas ait soloneiatien oom oxeds +o hae | 
t. aire ery at Thee Bs L cytarag ‘ay 


yiao toa, been. edd ao ed od o70m bebnodat gan el 


slet aligua { ateved .ta0d od to tod “palatent, esaupeba ° 
ob eum, ex em ot odaupons Baw foodoe edt af gevia. ce ie 
ot beat lent ete sus atiivises enka pernnet Paddles ae id 
gaew. abduie odd eo toqqua | tee od omen, a2 Woop coy i a 
e188 yeds notstteqmoo. ods soem of beagiepe, Uetaupepaat 9 a char i" Hf 
bi a Vad ae “stesnuoons of el ie vy 
oldanosavtay emee end: , sLoodoe otidug, at 8a. seriipon? oF par oe 
B20 vitlidayolqm® .bedafet etew enge 184 bedsigte 20 abanuab ‘fh ‘hi 
, oat: gti teenth. besaoxonl ,bonzael, Neds routeg, batld 
feadee. agin. s. oxede pated ak “snokzeoybe ia to, favome | 
e'tevea s taeaeverdos os telupor-07g ont, om 028 aoube a se 


iat nee balid edd adel tact oe ol san. vino, edt eaw oorae® Re 
yiaesezed edd eaw ef 194900. a efgantsed sew a'medea 4 s oreddy aes 


auobneme td exdd sotvebiencd s¥ea od. bad, am bakis a enka he 


nolsnem of ton pexovaebne, dove 20 ‘\faubty tbat ed? oF 8 


ee ey eR) PRansr ys Ti 


faahayig. baa Farene. euovren pe 000, sidlenqdendne 2 i ¥ re 


be ay, (2 
hs ao 


t01 wag o@ oot Agi ved antat eats a eee eda oli we LK : 


ie i ix? pi yo 


yore get sas rand fin 


149 

A pupil interested in radio répair set up @ shop at 
home. .i[t was not long before he found that customers 
expected him. todo the work for less than they, could have 
it done downtown,,.aseumed,.be, would be glad for anything 
they cared to give and tried to offer payment of small 
sums insufficient to cover cost of materials, 

Weaving, the newest trade taught in the School, had 
been a source of income to two pupils. The difficulty 
was, they said, in placing the products onee they were made. 
One of the pupils had made attractive rugs and knitting bags, 
tae.latter calculated to appeal to war-time knitters, and 
though he had sold some, the outlet for the products was 
inadequate to take care of what je could supply. 

Several.pupils reported discrimination on the grounds 
of veing insurance risks. Hwployers were afraid to chance 
an accident with men on whom they coulda not get insurance. 
One pupil commented, in regard to the thick-lensed glassea 
that he wore, that sometimes he wanted to throw them 
across the street after an intenuLar with possible employers 
for jobs. in the opinion of several of the pupils, based . 
on their experiences, recommendations were of little value 
to the blind -- they felt that 1t was eyesight on which 
decisions finally rest. Especially the younger group felt 
keenly the artifical nature of personne] sélection. 

The bratlle Transeribing project, carried on under the 


NYA offered employment for some of the younger pupils. It 
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was sponsored, they said, by the local chapter of the 
Amerfean Red Cross and provided not only a means of 
income, but pleasant working conditions and relationships. 
The amount received was not sufficient in most instances 
for self support, although at the time of the study few of 


the blind pupils earned as much in other ways. 


Currant Buaployment 


Amount and Nature of Employment 
of the forty pupils, eleven wers employed in 1941. 
By employment is heré meant any gainful occupation in or 
out of the person's home from which he received money 
ineome. Of the eleven, nine were males and two females. 
The ogcupations in which they were engaz:ed are indicated 
in TABLE XXXIV. 
TABLE XXXIV. 
OCCUPATIONS OF PUPILS, 1941 


Occupation Wa le Pema le Total 


TOTAL 9 @ 11 
Braille Transcribing 2 1 2 
Broom Making 1 ) 1 
Glerical work, Munitions Plant 0 1 1 
Chicken-Raising 2 9) 1 
Mat Making 1 8) 1 
Newspaper Soliciting 1 Q 1 
Radio Hepatring 1 ) 1 
Shoe hepairing 1 Q 1 
Teaching : 1 9) 1 
Weaving 1 Q 1 
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“The maximum income reported from any of these occu- 
pations, with the exception of teaching was nineteon 
Curbs: honthag: Mat and broom selling depended upon the 
needs of purchasers and the clemency of the weather. ‘The 
pupil engaged in broom-making reported, however, that his 
brooms were in demand, that even though they were sore 
expensive than many brooms on the market, they were also 
better, and customers had come to realize that and buy 
from him. Only the broom and mat makers, the teacher 
‘and the newspaper solicitor had been engaged in the same 
work for over two years. Three of the pupils were employed 
on WYA projects .« which was on a part-time basis. One 


reported work for eight days each month. 


Fase of Smploynent 
Five of the employed peat vorked in their own 


homes, one had professional employment in a sehool, one 
worked in a shop and four were employed in offices. Two 

of the latter were in offices where sighted people were not 
‘exployed; the remaining two Shs were employed out of the 


home, workec with sighted people. 


Source of Referral 


The pupils themselves secured the majority of their 
jobs. At the time of the study, two pupils were working 
on jobs secured for them by the State Division of Vocational 


Rehabilitation, while two others were being aided by that 
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departiient In getting material or equipment. S41x had 
received employment under the NYA proyram, four as the 
result of referral by the Red Oross. Two had been 
supplied eh Wa eniign tier from the School for the Blind, 
through the Vepartment of Hducation for State Institu- 
tions under the Soard of Control]. Two had been euployed 
by parsnta one on a farm and another in a store. The 
rest had secured their own employment. 

There was much comment in regard to placement 
services, More than one sald, "It isn't a pension we 
want, it's placement.” Several suggested that a placement 
bureau. be set up under the suepleés of the School so that 
pupils could: be told when they left, where they might hope 
to find employments» Several also spoke of feeling that 
if contact were kept up between the SeKool and former 
pupile, it would be possible to disseminate information 
te them, as to where job openings, fitted to their needs, 
might be. 

The difficulty in finding work, the expense entailed 
in hunting for it and the absence of @ central source of 
inforaatscs regarding opportunities, were all felt as 


serious lacks in the present program for the blind. 
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Source of Training 


In two of the sleven instances of employment, the 
pupils Nad whedteed training for the work through the 
State Department of Vocational Hducation, Division of 
Rehabilitation. One was receiving “in-service” training 
at the time the study was made; another had been trained 
for a year prior to the study. 

The pupil doing radio repair had "ploked it up" by 
himself and acquired proficiency in it, while the teacher 
had taken extensive graduate work in two universities. 

One was prepared for the employment by work taken in a 
‘sighted high school. Two were using braille learned in the 
School and two who had studied in the School for a few 
months seach, rad received part of their training in weav- 
ing and broonij-meaking there. One had receiveu no formal 
training for his work. ‘The last had received all his train- 
ing, that in mat-meking, at the School. 


Attitude Toward current Sanlevnent 

ik Of the eleven pupils employed in 1941, three considered 
the type of employment sa¥isfactery, two of these did not, 
however, consider the remuneration satisfactory. the re- 
maining eight persons felt their work to be unsatisfactory 
both because the Aiiellid from it was small and tecause they 
wanted to do something else. Three of the pupils preferred 


mechanical work to their employment at the time, seach 
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giving as his reason that he was interested in it and 
would like to make it his life work. lHeasons given for 
such work not being available were: "lack of training and 
unwillingness of employers to take insurance risks", 
"Blind persons are not accepted in that work and besides, 
I haven't had any training", and "People are prejudiced 
against the blind; they say we make mistakes and are 
afraid vecause of the insurance laws." One student pre- 
ferred music to his work because he felt he was suited to 
it as a profession but sald he had insufficient training 
and that there was little demand for any but the best 
musicians, Another student wanted a stand in which to 
sel] the articles he made; this was not available, he 
said, because of laws forbidding stands in the locality. 
One said he preferred selling insurance to his work at the 
time, but had not been trained for it and felt sighted 
people would not accept hse @s a salesman. One made no 
comment other than that the work was not satisfactory. 

The last said he preferred vocational counselling anong 

the blind and that it was the lack of education that kept 
him from it. He felt the service badly needed ty the 

blind and wished he could be trained to offer it. about 
seventy-two per cent, therefore, of the employed group 
preferred work other than that in which they were employed. 
Lack of training and the attitude of the sighted constituted 


the chief reasons why they had not attained their vocational 
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goals. 


Extent of self-Support and 
Sources of Supplementation 

The chief criterion of economic status is the extent 
of self-support. it constitutes an objective basis for 
appraisal of the economic situation and ;,ives a more 
accurate picture of the iuAtwidual's status than does the 
satent of employment. 

it was impossible, in some instances, to obtain exact 
information as to the amount of income accruing, to pupils 
asthe result.of.their.own.effortsa. Except in one.instance, 
however, no monthly income in excess of nineteen dollars 
was reported as coming from that source. It is possible 
from TABLE AXAV. to obtain an idea of the extent of self- 
Support amony, the pupils studied, Supplementary to that, 
is the information given in TABLE AXXVI regarding the 


souree of income supplementation. fhe emount of such supple- 


TABLE XXXV 
EXTENT OF SELF-SUPPORT OF PUPILS 


Partially. Study- House- Sntirely 


house- &ntirely 


Dependent Self-Support- ing wives Self-Sup- 
ing porting 
TOTAL 40. 19 es 10 & 5 me 23 
Males 18 lel 8 2 ~ 1 


Pemale 22 12 2 5 5 9) 
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mentation was, in many cases, inadequate even on the 
basis of minimum standards. The pupils in this group, on 
the whole, baa insufficient means from any source to meet 
the ordinary demands of necessity and/or obtain those 
satisfactions, non-necessitous from a bread-and-butter- 
and-place-to-sleep standpoint, but essential if physical 
and mental health were to be maintained over a long period 


of time. 


TABLE XXAVI 


SOURCE OF INCOME SUPPLEMENTATION OF PUPILS 


‘Source of Supplementation Vales ‘females Total 
TOTAL e177 22 3g 

One Source 10 13 eo 
More than one Source 7 9 16 
Parents 6 8 14 
Husbands or wives 2 & 6 
Children 1 2 3 
Other Relatives @ 4 6 
Aid to the Blind (Social Security) 10 8 18 
auState of Nebraska ; 1 2 3 


Vocational Rehabilitation 


# One male, self-supporting, had no income supplementation 
we State Hospital 

Beside the eighteen listed as currently receiving Aid 
to the Blind, six others reported that they had received it 


at some time within the few years prior te the study. That 
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over half of the group had, during the period of a few 
years, received Ald to the Blind, for which eligibility 
is determined on’a need basis, is Indicative of the fact 
that the odbAduse status of these pupils was not all 
that could be wished. It should be remembered that the 
pupils studied were not a selected group; they were those 
within Lancaster and Louglas Counties, who could be located, 
Judging superficially from houses at addresses given for 
former pupils in the Sehool récords, they were, on the whole, 
despite the unfavorable surroundings some of them lived in, 
economically quite above the average of the group which had 
attended the School but could not be found. wWobility does 
not, of necessity, mean  ~overty but after trying through 
three or four successive addresses to locate individuals, 
the conclusion 18 perhaps justified that so much mobility 
could be taken at least as indicative of economic insta- 
bility. Several of the former students had gone to 
California within the few months prior to the study, 
encouraged in their venture by having as a goal the 
California workshops for the blind. The number within so 
small a group was significant. Their needs for remunerative 
employment were Olearly not being met, on the one hand, and 
they migrated to "blind" occupations, on the other. 

From the findings of the study, conclusions relative 
to the economic situations of these pupils For some of 


the pupils, there were impeding influences from early child- 
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hood on: malnutrition, ill-health and mental deficiency. 


For others there were adverse circumstances in the school 


a Ut Ore 


period: a piépinderance of time spent in learning trades 
) fer which they were not fitted ana in which they hac no 
interest as well ag a lack of vwecabional counselling by 
which they could have been guided Lato voeations sulted to 
their abilities. For almost all, there were present in 
(the post-school] years, four factora whieh played a part. 
' in determining economic status; first, the attitude of 
sighted employers and the sighted public a8 a whole, sscond, 
‘the paucity of outlets for such blind-made products as 
| rugs, mats, brvehes and the like, third, the absence of a 
»)plecement bureau through which the blind eould learn of 
opportunities for employment and employers could learn of 
oapable blind persons and, fourth, the need for an over- 
all coordinating agency for the blind, charged with respon- 
sibility for the various problems which tlind people meat. 
As the pupils themselves repeatedly said -- it was work that 


was wanted, 
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. Recommendations 


ideal 
‘Educators of the blind throughout the country are 

viewing favorably the trend toward placing blind children 
in day Glasses of publie sehools for the sighted. In view 
of this Pact and of the reasons for it, and in view of the 
findings of this study, the recommendation made here if 
for the diseéntinuation of a residential school for the 
blind in Nebraska... 

_. Bot only. do the resuite of educational experience at 


the School for the blind not werrant the psr capita 
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expenditure,+ but. the alternate plan for the education 
of blind children would facilitate the integration of 
these children into the sighted society of which they must 
later be a part, at the age and during a period when it 
would benefit both the child and society most. 

benezsits to the child include: Normal companionship 

with sighted children his own age, (2) the stimulation of 
a school environment in which impressions received through 
the most important of the senses, are not deleted from 


Giscussion, (3) opportunity for selection of studies from 


1 In the sixty-six years subsequent to the establishment of 
the School for the Slind and prior to the making of this 

study in 1941, approximately 700 pupils had besn enrolled in 
the school. At the close of the spring term in 1958, there 
were 59 pupils in the School. There were §& resent at the 
close of the 1959 school year. in the fall of 1941, the 
school population number 48, which was approximately 10 less 
than in the fall of 1940. “hile this latter decrease was 
numerically small, it represented a reduction of a little more 
than 17 per cent in the school enrollment. curing the biennium 
ending June 50, 1959, the total expenditure for the Sehool for 
the blind was 76, 915.65 of which $36,762.00 was for salaries 
and wages, $39, 298,54 was for maintenance and $1,652.46 was 
for furniture and equipment. 

At the close of the biennium, 55 pupils were enrolled 
in the School and the average daily attendance over the ‘two 
year period was 51. The maximum number present in the 
School during the biennium was 67. 

Taking the highest number of pupils (67) present in the 
School during the last biennium for which statistics on 
expenditures were avallable at the time of the study, the per 
capita expenditure on the School for the biennium was 
$1,148.11, or $574.06 per year. The Nebraska School for the 
Blind is a residential School for mine months out of the year; 
parents or guardians are required to arrange for care of the 
pupils elsewhere during the summer months. Certain expenses 
of the School, of course, continue during the vacation 
months, but maintenance and education of the pupils them- 
selves are for the nine-month school term yearly. 
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& varied ourn? ¢ud um in which courses do not emphasize 
bis weaknesses and underestimate his strengths, (4) 
opportunity, when needed, for special attention given on 
the basis of his particular needs and abilities, (5) 
opportunity to participate in mormal play activities and, 
(6) a wholesome environment in which he can come to know 
and understand sighted children and be understood by them. 

The principle followed in placing blind chilcren in 
day cajsses of public schools for the sighted, is similar 
to that which bas promoted and fostered the removal of 
neglected and dependent children from orphanages. Such 
educational placemsat of blind children is the ideal; it 
is the way of ultimate economy as well as of service. it 
may be for Kebraska, as for many states, tomorrow's answer 
to today's problems. for today, alternate recommendations 
are made; 

in the interests of the child before he enters the School, 
it is recommendea that; 

1, Admission to the School be made with a view to the 
welfare of the child, after consideration as to placewent 
has been given by persons competent to judge the needa of 
the child in relation to his particular situation. To this 
end, it is recommended that the Division of Child Welfare 
of the State Department of Assistance and Child Welfare, be 
consulted regarding a1] admissions to the School. | 

_2. .The policy of the School relative to blind children 
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with mental defect, be Glearified, to the end that in the 
event admission to the School for the blind is not thought 
advisable, an alternate plan which would accrue to the 
best interests of the child, might be devised, 

In the interests of the child at and after his admission 
to the School, it is recommended that: 

1. The ot ey and aptitudes of the pupils be 
determined upon ari objective and disinterested basis by 
means of scientifically devised and administered intelli- 
gence and aptitude teste to the end that pupils remaining 
in the School ay nae such attention as individual 
needs may require and individual capacities suggest, and 
that dismissal from the School be made only after consider- 
ation of objective data and the welfare of the child. 

2. The services of a Child Welfare ‘Yorker be available 
to children in the School in order that case work treatment 
be provided for those who, because of adifficulty in adjust- 
ing to tuati but ious? life or from any other cause, may } 
develop behavior problems. The role of such a worker should 
be both preventive and venedhed and thé cooperation of the 
administration should accompany the service. 

3. The administration be encouraged toward an atti- 
tude of under s tand{ ny, and appreciation in regard to the 

children and their Leis vie we 1 capacities in order that a 
pappy relationship may exist and that the potential contri- 


bution of the School may be its actual one. 
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4. The personne] of the School \ as a whole be 
encouraged toward the stimulation ana motivation of pupils 
to the end that emphasis be placed on the individual's 
personal assets rather than upon his particular liabilities. 

5s. Sighte-gaving classes ve provided for those children 
whose visual aoulty is low enough to have indicated admission 
to the School for the lind, and whose residual vision 
would be injured ty over-use but for whom tactual reading 
is difficult or unsuited, to the end that the useful vision 
remaining to these children be preserved. 

6. ddionse and ‘Modern Tanguages be added to the School 
curriculum to the end that pupsie of the School be fitted 
te enter upon higher education without handicap. 

7, Practice teaching opportunities ‘be provided pupils 
preparing to ‘teach in A) 4 field to the end that their 
preparation for ceucatt ite undertakings may be at least 
equal to that of others in the field. 

8. Courses in salesmanship be added to the vocational 
program of the School to the end that pupils be given 
eonfidence and techniques in a vocation for which many are 
fitted and in which many have exprésaed interest. 

9. Group activities within the School and among pupils 
of the School and sighted children outside, may be sponsored 
and encouraged to the end that the child's happiness curing 
the School, period be furthered and his adjustment in later 
life be facilitated. 


betas 


ad efodw ® i Loodeé. eds. by fennoered, eat 2 
Se TU TRS WE pa 
efiqnk to votdavison be 2 woltalumls s - yee 
wet Tome oF so" ea PEAY, a ig 
e' Laubiv tbat fae - beoeitq od. eteadque todd bae ‘edd. of 
tty Kefy beareeore we, meu ware be 
esotsifidall solyotdrag aii nogu ‘andé todvat etveess [ 


Ste See” ta Bees ative duo! 
netbLtite esocd bites bebivoxg ed soneato gatvas-ddgte . 
2 ey $° 96 APs oGese? GAT AI 
noteelmba boteckint evad a gone wol et gives, tauaty batigsd 
Hote” 6 ; 2 GO a gaz’ & 
molely feubtees o sosiw baw (barra: edd 02 Loodae. o 03 
ee EIB 


galbset taudoad most, 101 dud eeu 1070 x domiat od wow 

j : a a ee! Bes law? 
motets. Loree od ‘tad bao ‘eds ‘od Wed hvaaw +0 “$tuolt22b ms 
re. 2 et Peel: ie bf OF Bele, Bh BG. 20a a egy aaa 
sbovro8e%4 ‘ed nethiide ovedt. ha goin lenaet 
ite’ ent os Rene Gs oN ot ht 

Loodee ods o8 bobbe ed cosaigaal oui ba 8 eoneioe +8 

ViSGet. % amain Find A’ Pe Oe 
bosahs od ‘Loose edt ‘to attqug $ acta hae ea? of asta leeee 


ae: 2) th ; ae Oke e ae by 
sqaothnad dyods tw ‘noliaeube redatd Bogs ‘Tetae o 
; Oaeee es | olan De: ot ate 
ef tac bebivony ‘ed ee tf tact 10990 yitdoned © eotdoard 5 i Labs. 
( R Yah Ly fe ee) mn pobte 
sted $d ne eds oid brett at dosed (Y) anbtagenq 
1 Be Va agi? 
‘Yeaol ts od yom egn baad xe Sau ‘ents idoqeee ‘ga? aotd stage 
pi ee ee ee” ee 
- bie t odd at ‘eredto ‘to dadd of taupe 
ba LW. eons : 3°3 he 
Lanotieooy edd of ‘bebba ed gidaaameet se st oth age 
(Paha iba” 4 ee 
ovis ed efteug dacid “Bae ods. od Loode’ end to anentes 


ae 


s +f ae Th oie Pe ae ae y % rot: 
os — dot se aot saooy s at coupiadoed baa pe Fa! ba 
facmaiex Deo 6 ees ote 4d or ee 
.teotedal bonsengxo vad aan dotdw al bas betslt 

eee ¥ Ce ee fh <9 aEGS # 

eliqua gnome base ‘Loodee odd absid tw eersivides qret0 od Da 
& we ted oe 2 titi, ae oC 3 ase 

betoenoge od yaa sobtesuo noabttde, posite. ‘baa Loodoa ‘aaa ‘Yo 
thine thee) 36. eee A 

galwh seontquad 8! bi tefo ods todd ine odd. of bepenvoone Sas 


=e at sagt eu tbe and baa bereddu? rv ‘pokteg 
eh a! fy ratory ee 
‘of wt Yee pat ig fe Le dada. 


164 

10. Segregation of the sexes be discontinued both 
within the schoo] and among 3chool pupils outside tiie Sehool 
Ataelf to the end that wholesome relationships be encouraged 
and social adjustment in later life be fostered. 

lle. Vocational. counselling ve available to students 
in the School to the end that they may know of vocations 
for which their aptitudes suit them and may select courses 


calculated to fit them for such pursuits. 


In the interests of the child at the time of leaving 
the School, it is recommended that: 

1. Upon dismissal from the School for any cause other 
than the request of the child or his parent or guardian, 
or the completion of the course for which the pupil was 
enrolled, the cause of dismissal be interpreted to both 
parents and children as their needs and the particular 
situation require, 
! 2. Placement possibilities be discussed with pupils 
at the tive of leaving the School and placement service 
be made available to the students either throvgh the School 
or through a co-ordinating state agency for the blind, to 
the end that the pupils may know of employment opportunities 


and employers may know of capable blind persons. 


In the interesta of the pupils after leaving the 
School, it is recommended that: 


1. The School keep in touch with former pupils and 
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graduates, and thet, oecasional follow-up studies be made 
in order to evaluate the adequacy of the prosrem and 
ithe use pupils are able to make of it to the end that 
such changes may be made as are indicated, ii 

8. Throughia state agency, charged with r esponsi- 
bility for,ali interests of the blind, outlets for products 
made by blind persons be seoured and placement of blind 
persons be facilitated as well as that all services for 
the blindsbe soerdinated., 
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1. Name 


@. Address 


APPENDIX A 


Personal Interview Schedule 


Ie SOCIAL HISTORY 


Ae Pre-School 


li. 


ll, 
12. 
13. 


Date of birth 


Place of birth 


Sex 


Nationality 


Church affiliation 


Father's occupation 


Mother's occupation 


Financial status of family 


Number of gilblings 


Physical defects at birth 


General health 


Cause of blindness 


Age at onset of blindness. 


B. S8chool Period 


1. 
26 


Date of entering school 


Name of school entered 
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3. 


4s 


5. 
6. 
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Entrance suggested by 


Subjects studied 


Attitude toward; 


ae. individual courses 


De Curriculum 


Socupation which seemed during school period 


desirable as goal 


Why? 


Organization or elub affiliations while in | 


school 


Extra-curricular activities other than organi- 


zations 


Date of leaving school 
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13. 
14. 


Reason for leaving 


Grade completed 


Post+-Sehool Period 


es 


2 
Se 


8. 


Marital status: Married , Single , 
; Divorced ,veparated ° 


Number of children 


Living arrangements, whether in own home (rented 
or owned?), that of parents or other relatives, 


apartment, hotel, boarding house or other 


fype of neighborhood and community 


Genera ] health 


Amount of vision at present and cospared with 


former periods 


Slub and organizational affiliations and atten- 


Gance, both secular and religious 


Other recr*vational activities anc interests 


Il. HCONONIC BISTOCRY 


A. 


Work Record 
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List all gainful occupations sngaged in since 


leaving school with dates of entering upon 


and leaving each; 
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rom To 
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__ From To 
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From To 


Row was each of the above positions secured, by 


self, social agency, employuwent bureau, ete. 


fj? 


ors . Ze 

3. 4 4. 

Which of the above were carried on in the howe, 
in shops or offices and which; 


a. Where slaghted persons are employed 


be Where sighted persons are not employed 


Present occupation 


if not employed, who not? 
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1Z. 


13. 


14. 


16. 


If employed, full or part tine? 


if part time, what part? 
bid any training received in the Nevraska 
3ehool for the Blind fit you for the work? If 


so, what? 


Training for thie or other work, received after 


leaving the School, what and where? 


Income from present oceupation 


Attitude coward presént work, whether satisfac- 


tory, ete. 


If unsatisfactory, reasons 


Work which seeme preferable to present smploy- 


ment and why 


if such work is not avallable to you, reasons_ 


B. Income supplementation of support 
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1. Extent of self-support uade possible by work 


income 


) Pee +5 additional income necessary for support, 
sources as} | 
a. Parents 
b. Other relatives . 


c. Private benefactors other than relatives 


ad. Social agencies 


6. Direct local relief 
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f. Aid to the Blind 


&- Old Age Assistance 


he Vocational Rehabilitation 
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APPENDIX B 


NUMBER OF PERSONS PHNOM DOUGLAS AKL LANCASTsR COUNTIES 
ENTHHING THE NEBRASKA SCHOOL POR THE BLIND, 1875-1941 


Year Douglas Lancaster Year Douglas Lancaster 
Total — 122 57 

1875 G. Q 1909 4 1 
1876 0 0 1910 2 yy! 
1877 0. 0 1v11 5 0 
1878 sf 0 1912 2 9) 
1879  F 0 1¥v1s 0 1 
1860 0 9 1914 e) 1 
1881 0 9) 1915 0 0 
1882 0 ie 1916 pS 0 
1883 1 9) 1917 0 < 
1884 2 Q 1916 4 0 
1885 1 0 lvls 2 Ko) 
1886 “9 0 1vZo @ 3 
1887 0 1 1821 4 9) 
1888 1 0 1922 4 1 
18689 2 & 1923 2 1 
1890 Q 0 lpeé 2 1 
i892 rs 2 1925 S 1 
18692 + 0 1926 0 ) 
1895 2 2 lv27 3 3 
1894 a 0 lv2s 3 2 
1895 0 1 lvey 3 1 
1896 1 4 1950 2 z 
1897 1 #) 1vS1 3 3 
1898 0 1 19382 0 2 
1899 2 0 1633 of a 
1900 2 1 1954 9 1 
1901 4 3 1955 4& 2 
1902 4 3 1856 z 1 
1903 3 0 L837 1 1?) 
1904 & 0 1938 0 0 
1905 6 9) 195 1 0 
1906 4 6) 1840 2 | 
1907 3 1 1941 2 9) 
1908 4 0 
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